LIFT UP YOUR EYES
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Transcription of recording, slightly edited

Good morning. I am not planning on introducing
any new content today. I want to bring something
of a devotional meditation and exhortation. I am
particularly thinking around this phrase ‘lift up
your eyes’ and I do believe that the Lord is saying
to us in this season, ‘Lift up your eyes.’ There are
a number of applications to this. I think the first
time that phrase was recorded in the Scripture
was after Abram had separated from Lot and the
Lord said to him, ‘Lift up your eyes, look to the
north, look to the south, look to the east, look to
the west. Look upon the land that I am going to
give to you as an inheritance and to all your
descendants” Gen 13:14-15. I have been thinking
about the way it is used in the book of Isaiah. It
has been used four times there (this phrase ‘lift
up your eyes’) and of course, this is a command
coming from the Lord - an exhortation from Him.
‘Lift up your eyes.” I will quote these verses as we
begin, because it is used four times with three
very specific points of focus.

The first one is Isaiah chapter 51 verse 6. That is
not in sequence in terms of the book of Isaiah,
but I am putting them in a sequence here in
terms of points of focus. Isaiah chapter 51 verse
6 says, ‘Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look
on the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish
away like smoke, the earth will grow old like a
garment, and those who dwell in it will die in
like manner; but My salvation will be forever,
and My righteousness [talking about the
righteousness of sonship] will not be abolished.’
That is the first point of focus — ‘Lift up your
eyes.

When we are saying, ‘Lift up your eyes’, it is a
certain perspective. We are all needing to digest
the fundamental message of the Elijah ministry,
which is ‘all flesh is grass’ The whole of
humanity is like grass and the glory of man - the
greatest human achievement; the greatest human
virtue; the greatest of everything that belongs to
man - is like the flower of the field. It has fleeting
beauty, but it fades. It perishes. ‘All flesh is grass,
and the glory of man is like the flower of the
field. It fades when the breath of the Lord blows
upon it; but the word of our God stands forever’
Isa 40:6-8. That is the first thing in terms of
perspective. That is fundamental, so that we are

not preoccupied in terms of where we are looking
with this world - all the pursuits that belong to
this world, and all the works that belong to this
world. They are all temporal; they are all passing
away; and all the whole present heavens and
earth are all reserved for judgement by fire. ‘The
word of God endures forever” The word of God
has to be proclaimed to reveal to us what is
eternal.

The second verse here is Isaiah chapter 40:26. It
connects to this point where the Lord says, ‘Lift
up your eyes on high, and see who has created
these things... [He is referring here to the stars -
but not the stars in the physical universe] ...see
who has created these things, who brings out
their host by number; He calls them all by name,
by the greatness of His might and the strength of
His power; not one is missing’

This reminds us of the Lord taking Abraham
outside in the middle of the day when He had
already said to him, ‘Do not fear Abraham. I am
your shield [I am your faith], your exceedingly
great reward.” Abraham responds still with some
doubt and the Lord says, ‘Come outside, Abram.
It is the middle of the day, but ‘Look up into the
sky’ He is not seeing the stars in the physical
universe. He is looking by the Spirit into the third
heaven, and he is seeing a great host of stars - all
called by name and not one is missing. There
Abram is illuminated by the Spirit to see the
predestination of man, who is to be born as a son
of God - born of the very life of Christ with an
incorruptible seed germinated in the dirt of our
human spirit. We are a son of God and that seed
is germinated by the Holy Spirit. Abram is seeing
this great multitude of sons of God. Then by the
Spirit, he is looking all the way down to the day
of resurrection to see that every one of these sons
of God will be conformed to the image of Christ,
for Jesus Christ was the first Man made in the
image and likeness of God on the day of His
resurrection. That is what He is revealed to be,
and every son of God is predestined to receive a
resurrection body like Christ. Abram looks all the
way down to the day of resurrection and he sees
all these sons of God inheriting an immortal,
incorruptible, spiritual resurrection body, and he
believes, and God accounts it to him for
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righteousness. He believes the gospel of sonship.
The Lord is revealing to us (as we have already
heard today) the purpose of His Covenant which
is to make men in the image and likeness of God.
That is the second point: ‘Lift up your eyes.” See
what the purpose of God is; see what your calling
is. Do you see your calling brethren?

The third point is where I want to focus today.
Isaiah chapter 49 verse 18 says, ‘Lift up your eyes,
look around [Look around now, having been
illuminated to what your predestination is - what
your hope is that you are a son of God. Now look
around] and see; all these [speaking about other
people now] gather together and come to you. I
am going to play on this a bit this morning
‘Come to you’ [They see that something is
different. You come across them,; they cross your
path. However this all transpires, we are looking
around now to see other people] ‘All these gather
together and come to you. “As I live,” says the
Lord... [The Lord is swearing by Himself here
and He can swear by no one greater] “...as I live,”
says the Lord, “You shall surely clothe yourselves
with them all as an ornament, and bind them on
you as a bride does.””’

It is the same point in Isaiah chapter 60 verse 4.
As 1 said, there are four times this phrase is used,
but there are three points of focus. This is the
same point of focus. Isaiah 60 verse 4, ‘Lift up
your eyes all around and see; they all gather
together, they come to you; your sons shall come
from afar, and your daughters shall be nursed at
your side. Isaiah is speaking here to a network of
worthy houses who belong to the bride of Christ.
He is speaking about the evangelistic ministry of
the bride, and particularly in the time of the end.
We know that the primary application of these
Scriptures is talking about the great harvest in
the end of the age. When Jesus Christ stands up
as the Lamb of God and He opens the first seal,
the 144 000 who are the firstfruits of the true
Israel of God, are sent by Christ and by the
apostolic administration of Christ to look for
worthy houses — as the 72 were. 144 is a double
portion of 72. This is the ministry of the 144 000
- to go and look for worthy houses. They find a
great multitude of worthy houses. That great
multitude come up out of the great tribulation
having washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. They have palm
branches in their hand. They are ready to

celebrate the fulfillment of the Feast of
Tabernacles. They are the labourers who will
then bring over half of the world’s population
into the kingdom of God. There is a great harvest
in the end of the age.

What I am really wanting to communicate today
is that even though there is a great harvest in the
end of the age (and we are looking forward to
that day, and that day is not too far ahead of us),
we are not sitting on our hands in relation to
evangelism now. I want to connect this to where
Jesus says to His disciples another statement: ‘Lift
up your eyes.” He says, ‘Do not say, that it is four
months until the harvest. But lift up your eyes
and see that the fields are already white for
harvest” There is a harvest in our day, even
though it is still the day of small things.

The Lord has been speaking to us as we have
been considering about the gospel of God. He has
been speaking to us for about the last ten years
in earnest by the Spirit so that we are illuminated
to know what the hope of the gospel is; to know
the gospel of God; to know the gospel of sonship
- so that we have a word on our lips or in our
mouth to share. It has been ‘here a little, there a
little’, and we have been rejoicing as illumination
has been coming. This has been absolutely
necessary because there is nothing to share until
you know what the gospel is. There is no point
regurgitating what has been said for thousands of
years. It has not brought forth any fruit. The Lord
wants us to know what the gospel is - and it is
not a social gospel; it is not a political gospel; it
is not a legal gospel. It is the gospel of sonship.
Sons of men have been predestined to be born as
sons of God and then conformed to the image of
Christ in the fellowship of His offering and
sufferings. This is so they can receive the
inheritance of a spiritual body on the day of
resurrection which is tailor-made for an eternal
fellowship and participation in the fellowship of
Yahweh, where righteousness increases forever
and ever. We need to know what the gospel is.
We are rejoicing as the Lord is restoring this
truth to us.

At the same time, the Lord has been speaking in
earnest for the last five years particularly about
what it means to have a worthy house. What is
in our mouth needs to be true in terms of the
culture of our marriages and families and the
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culture of our house because the 144 000 have
‘no deceit in their mouth’ It means that what
they are proclaiming is true in them. What is true
in Christ is true in them. It is not a religious
projection. They are not saying something that is
not true in terms of the culture of their own lives.
It does not mean they are perfect; it means that
they are not projecting; they are bearing witness
to the regeneration of the Lord in their own lives.
It is their testimony and it is true. The Lord has
been speaking to us about what it means to have
a worthy house because again, as we are
proclaiming the gospel, we need to know what
we are inviting people to join. The Lord is
wanting to gather people into a genuine house-
to- house fellowship or a network of worthy
houses.

As the Lord is restoring this to us, and as we are
coming to understand the gospel of God and we
are finding a testimony of reformation in our
marriages and families, can we lift up our eyes?
As this work is ongoing, we are not to be
preoccupied with what the Lord is doing in our
own lives. We are to lift up our eyes and see that
there are other people around us who have also
been predestined to become sons of God and to
be conformed to the image of Christ - predestined
to be a star. I am thinking ‘Not one is missing;
not one is missing’ This is the Lord’s
predestination for every person. Can we begin to
look at the people around us like predestined
stars? The right kind of star - a ‘son of God star’.

That is where my motivation is today and I want
to refer to two Samaritans. I am going to look very
basically today - two accounts in the Scripture:
one woman and one man. You will be very
familiar with these accounts. The first one is the
Samaritan woman at the well. The second one is
the Samaritan man who is often called ‘the good
Samaritan’. I am not sure if that is a great term
for him or not. I suspect, not really. I am going to
refer to him as the ‘compassionate and merciful
Samaritan’; and he may actually be a real person.
Jesus might have been accounting something
that He knew took place to make His point. But
it also is a parable in the sense that there is a
deeper meaning to the account. We will look at
that and see what Jesus is saying.

Let us go to the Gospel of John first. This is John
chapter 4 verse 1. We will read these verses and

comment as we go. The Gospel of John is built
around personal interactions - the whole gospel.
John chapter 3 is built around Jesus’ personal
interaction with Nicodemus and the significance
of that. In John chapter 4, the whole chapter is
built around Jesus meeting this woman at the
well - a Samaritan woman.

John chapter 4 verses 1 to 4: ‘Therefore, when the
Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that
Jesus made and baptised more disciples than
John (though Jesus Himself did not baptise, but
His disciples), He left Judea and departed again
to Galilee. But He needed to go through Samaria’
Now he went through Samaria on purpose here.
He needed to go through Samaria. When you
look at the nation of Israel (or the land of Israel
in that day), you had Judea down in the south,
then Samaria was in the middle and then Galilee
was in the north. Historically the regions of
Samaria and Galilee belonged to the 10 northern
tribes of Israel. The nations split in the days of
King David’s grandson between north and south.
The 10 northern tribes included the regions of
Samaria and Galilee. When those 10 northern
tribes were conquered by Assyria, they were
scattered among the nations. Assyria had a policy
of (however you want to call it) displacement and
assimilation. They wanted to destroy the national
identity of whatever people-group they
conquered to minimise the risk of there being an
uprising. They had a very different approach
from what we see later with the Persians. The
Assyrians came in and they were a very cruel
group. They moved everybody out and they
brought other people in.

What you had then, by the time of Jesus, up in
Galilee, was a huge number of Gentiles living in
that area. This is where Jesus grew up. This is
where He began His ministry. He spent a lot of
time ministering in the region of Galilee. I will
read this verse because it is an interesting verse.
This is Isaiah chapter 9 verse 1, speaking about
this region up there. It says, ‘Nevertheless the
gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, as
when at first He lightly esteemed the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward
more heavily oppressed her, by way of the sea,
beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles’ He
is describing this bit of land here as ‘Galilee of
the Gentiles’ This is in Isaiah chapter 9, before
the ten northern tribes had been conquered by
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Assyria and any of this had taken place. This is a
very interesting prophecy. Then it says in verse
2, ‘The people who walked in darkness... [This is
projecting down (or prophesying about) the
coming of Christ Himself to this region and all
His ministry in that area] ...The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death,
upon them a light has shined.’ This is quoted in
Matthew chapter 4 and verses 15 to 16 when
Jesus began His ministry in Capernaum, which
was a fishing village up in the northwest shore
of the Sea of Galilee. It is interesting that Jesus
called most of His disciples (probably all the
disciples except for Judas) from the region of
Galilee. That is interesting.

Now Samaria was in the middle - so Galilee had
this big population of Gentiles that had come in.
The Samaritans viewed themselves as a remnant
of the ten northern tribes who had remained in
the land but had then intermarried with other
people. It was a mixed race, but they still traced
their lineage to the ten northern tribes. That was
their validity in a lot of ways; but you can also
see why the Jews looked down on this.

Jesus is going through Samaria. John chapter 4
verses 5 and 6: ‘He came to a city of Samaria
which is called Sychar [this is probably
historically Shechem)], near the plot of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s
well was there” We are painting the picture here.
After Jacob wrestled with the Lord before he
came back to the promised land, the Lord
touched his hip and brought him to a place of
weakness. Jacob finally became bankrupt in spirit
and stopped struggling and striving with the
Lord. He became bankrupt in spirit and then the
Lord was able to change his name from Jacob
which means ‘deceiver’ to Israel which means
‘prince with God’. Jacob comes back onto the
promised land with the name Israel and bows
seven times before Esau. We have been
considering all that. That has great prophetic
significance. They split then and Esau goes back
to Mount Sier down there, and Jacob comes onto
the promised land. He has returned. He comes
and he settles in this region of Shechem, and he
buys a plot of land there for a hundred pieces of
silver. That is where he lived. The Scripture does
not tell us that he dug a well specifically, but it
is safe to assume that he did because he is living

there and he has all his livestock. They found the
well today; they are pretty confident. I think it
has a Greek Orthodox church built over the top
of it, but if you are really so inclined, you could
go and draw some water from Jacob’s well. What
we are going to learn today is that water will not
help you, but another water will. They do believe
they have found it. It was a very deep well. 40,
41, 42, 43 meters deep or something. It is
interesting in terms of the way they excavated
these wells in those days. Anyway, there is a well
there, and Jacob gave that land to Joseph and to
his descendants. When the nation of Israel
brought the bones of Joseph out of Egypt, that is
where they buried his bones - in this region. We
are painting the picture. It was a significant spot.
It was right near Mount Gerizim, which is very
important to the Samaritans.

Let us continue to read verses 7 to 10. ‘A woman
of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her,
“Give me a drink” ... [I think John is short on
papyrus here. I am sure He said, ‘Hello’ first, and
I am sure He said, ‘Please’. If He did not, we are
not going to impugn the Lord of Hosts. Let us say
that Jesus initiated a conversation with this
woman and He was there on purpose. His
disciples had gone to go and buy bread. He says,
‘Give me a drink’ He initiates this conversation
and this relational interaction] ...for His disciples
had gone away into the city to buy food. Then
the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it
that you, being a Jew, ask a drink from me... [I
do think the woman here is raising a legitimate
question. I think she has already drawn the water
and given Him a drink I think He did get the
drink. She gives it to Him. This is the way I
picture it anyway. She gives it to Him; He is
drinking it; then she is saying now, ‘Why did you
ask me for a drink?] ...Then the woman of
Samaria said to him, “How is it that you, being a
Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?
For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans?”
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the
gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give
me a drink’, you would have asked Him and He
would have given you living water” ’ He is
saying, ‘If you knew the gift of God...” Now
evidently, she does not, and Jesus knows she does
not; but the whole reason He is initiating this
conversation is to proclaim to her that there is a
gift of God.
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Now the ‘gift of God’ is the same as the ‘promise
of the Spirit), and it is the same as the ‘blessing
of Abraham’ The promise of the Spirit is the
fulfillment of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit’s
covenant desire to make us in Their image and
according to Their likeness. It is not limited to
our baptism into the Holy Spirit even though
that is an important part of it. The promise of the
Spirit is fulfilled on the day of resurrection when
we receive the inheritance of our spiritual body.
We begin to receive the promise of the Spirit
when the Holy Spirit, the person of the Holy
Spirit is given to us to dwell in our spirit, and the
promise of the Spirit is fulfilled when we receive
a spiritual body on the day of resurrection.

John 4 verses 11 to 14: ‘The woman said to Him,
“Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well
is deep. Where then do you get that living water?
Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave
us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as
his sons and his livestock?” Jesus answered and
said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will
thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that
I shall give him will never thirst. The water that
I shall give him will become in him a fountain
of water springing up into everlasting life” ’ We
know He is now specifically talking about the
ministry of the seven Spirits of God which we
receive and we are filled with; and it is
overflowing from us when we are baptised into
the Holy Spirit. The fountain of water is the seven
Spirits of God through the Holy Spirit. Jesus said,
on another occasion when He is in Jerusalem at
the time of the Feast of Tabernacles, ‘On the last
day of the great feast He stands up and He says,
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.”
’ You remember that account as well. It is John 7
verses 38 and 39. ‘He who believes in Me, as the
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers
of living Water [talking about the seven Spirits of
God]. But this He spoke concerning the Spirit
whom those believing in Him would receive; for
the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus
was not yet glorified’

Now let us come back to our account here. John
4 verse 15. ‘The woman said to Him [Now she is
obviously not understanding the implications of
all this, but she is certainly being provoked by
the Holy Spirit as Jesus is speaking. She says here
(I think in the positive)], ‘Sir, give me this water,
that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.’ She

is responding individually here, and it is a bit of
a mixed response. The Holy Spirit is evidently
convicting her and prompting her to respond in
the affirmative, while at the same time, you can
see the mixture of motive because she is also very
attracted to the proposition of not having to come
every day to draw water. She is coming in the
middle of the day, which is interesting in its own
right. Why the middle of the day? Most people
came first thing in the morning. When you
consider her family background in a moment,
she is obviously not well relationally integrated
among the community, and she probably is
coming in the middle of the day, so she is not
bumping into a heap of other people. It is not the
best time to draw water, but Jesus is there, right
there to meet her - right where she is. She says,
‘Sir, give me this water’

It is a bit like the crowd in John 6 when Jesus
began to talk to them about the Bread from
heaven saying, ‘Moses did not give you the true
Bread from heaven. My Father is going to give
you the true Bread from heaven’ They respond
with a great amount of enthusiasm: ‘Lord,
evermore give us this bread’ Then Jesus says,
‘Alright, let us start talking about what the bread

I

1S.

It is a similar dynamic here with the woman. He
is saying, ‘Alright, I will actually minister to you
but let us get clear on what all this means. You
are beginning to respond individually, but I want
to meet you, and I want to meet you in terms of
what is real. The gospel needs to be transacted in
your home. Let us not get ahead of ourselves here.
I want to connect to you and know what is real.
I do not want you to be a religious eccentric. So
go and get your husband. Let us get to what is
real’ Verse 16 to 18: Jesus says, “Go, call your
husband and come here.” The woman answered
and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her,
“You have well said, T have no husband’, for you
have had five husbands and the one whom you
now have is not your husband. In that you spoke
truly.”” Now, I think He is being quite kind here.
Either she was trying to avoid the point, or He is
attributing it to say, ‘No, that was truthful. You
do not have a husband’” What is happening here
is that she said, ‘I really want this water.” This is
the last thing that she expected. But Jesus is
actually beginning to minister to her here by the
Spirit of God and He is ministering prophetically.
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What we are seeing here is the manifestation of
the Spirit of wisdom. Remember the seven Spirits
of God - the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of
wisdom, the Spirit of understanding, the Spirit of
counsel, the Spirit of knowledge, and of the fear
of the Lord. He is beginning to minister to her
and manifest the Spirit of wisdom which is
revealing and disclosing what is true in relation
to her heart and what is true in relation to her
life. She is beginning to know ‘This man is
revealing the condition of my heart’ She is
beginning to realise ‘everything is open and
naked before the eyes of Him to whom we must
give an account. In the same interaction, Jesus is
not only revealing the condition of Aer heart, but
He is also revealing the condition of what is in
His heart toward her. He is there on purpose. He
is there because He wants to reveal the jealous
love of God in His heart toward her. That is why
He is speaking to her. That is why He is taking
the initiative. That is why He is saying, ‘There is
a gift of God that I want to give to you.’ The living
water actually is beginning to be ministered to
her here from Christ who is anointed with the
seven Spirits of God. He was anointed from His
baptism to minister, and He is ministering to this
woman here.

The woman said to Him in verse 19, ‘Sir, I
perceive that you are a prophet” She knows this
has gone beyond an ordinary conversation here
now. Verse 20: ‘Our fathers worshipped on this
mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is
the place where you ought to worship.’ It is a very
interesting discussion here. She is probably
deflecting a little bit because you can understand
the intensity. We all know that intensity when
the Lord is really looking on us, and exposing
what is real, and eliciting a response from us.
Mostly, we would like to deflect a little to pull
the intensity out of it a bit. She deflects to a very
good religious discussion now about what the
best way to worship is, because she is from the
Samaritan congregation and Jesus is from (as she
perceives it) the Jewish congregation and there
are different ways of worshipping. She is now
going to have a religious discussion about what
the best way to worship is and what the best
different sacraments (or something or other) are.

Jesus is not too interested in that. The Samaritans
did worship at Mount Gerizim where this is all
taking place. When the nation of Israel came into

the promised land, the Lord said to Moses, ‘Set
six tribes up on Mount Gerizim and six tribes up
on Mount Ebal. The six tribes on Mount Gerizim
will proclaim the blessing upon obedience, and
the six tribes on Mount Ebal will proclaim the
cursing of disobedience.’ They worshiped here at
what they perceived to be the mountain of
blessing. They still held to the first five books of
the Bible, but they had edited them and they
considered that Abraham offered Isaac on Mount
Gerizim, whereas the Scripture says that
Abraham offered Isaac on Mount Moriah. You
can see the divergence here between two... (let
us call it) ...two denominations.

In the end, Jesus was not interested in that kind
of discussion. He wanted to proclaim to her the
gospel of sonship and that God wanted to be her
Father first and foremost. He says (we are
continuing to read verses 21 to 24), ‘Woman,
believe Me, the hour is coming when you will
neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem,
worship the Father. [There is another mountain
which is not in Jerusalem, so it is not down there;
and it is not Mount Moriah; and it is not Mount
Gerizim; it is actually the heavenly Jerusalem. It
is Mount Zion. There is another mountain where
the true worshipers reside] ...believe me, the
hour is coming when you will neither on this
mountain, or in Jerusalem, worship the Father.
You worship what you do not know; We know
what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But
the hour is coming, and now is, when the true
worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and
truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship
Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in Spirit and truth’

When do we begin to worship the Father in
Spirit and truth? It is when (thinking of the steps
of salvation again for a moment) the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit dwell in our heart and the Holy
Spirit is convicting us of sin, righteousness and
judgement. The summary of that conviction is
‘Do you want to be a son of God? When we say
(or when a person says), ‘Yes’, then in response
to that, Jesus Christ Himself writes on the fleshy
tablet of their heart. He writes by the finger of
God the name of the Father. You now belong to
the Father and He also writes the name of the
city of God, the heavenly Jerusalem on the top of
Mount Zion. You now belong to that city and that
mountain. Then He sends the Holy Spirit to
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dwell in the spirit of the person and the Holy
Spirit seals what has been written by Christ,
because Christ is doing the writing and He is
doing it by the finger of God. He is writing on the
fleshy tablet of the person’s heart. Then the Holy
Spirit is sent into their spirit, and He seals what
has been written - verifying that it is true. This
person is now a son of God who belongs to the
heavenly Jerusalem. Right there, the person
(when the Holy Spirit is dwelling in their spirit)
becomes a temple of the Holy Spirit.

A temple is the contact for worship. What has
been written by Christ and then verified by the
Holy Spirit (the Holy Spirit seals it) is true. Then
the Holy Spirit residing within the person’s spirit
is enabling that person to cry out, ‘Abba, Father!
Daddy, Daddy" That is the first expression of
worship by a son of God in Spirit and truth (or
by the Holy Spirit according to what is true)
because what is written by Christ is true. This is
not a religious projection. Then we need to be
born as a son of God in terms of the divine nature
and then immersed into the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. That is baptism and that
would be the next part then in terms of ‘in Spirit’,
for God is Spirit and we need to be immersed
into that fellowship to become a true worshipper.
You can see Jesus is talking to her here about the
gospel, and particularly the gospel of sonship
concerning the Father who wants to be her
Father.

We need to be immersed into the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. When we are
immersed into the Holy Spirit, we are filled with
the capacity of the seven Spirits of God. This is
the river of living water that flows from our heart,
enabling us by the Spirit to reveal the Father and
the Son as a temple of the Holy Spirit. That is all
wrapped up in what Jesus is saying here. John 4
verse 25: ‘The woman said to Him, “I know that
the Messiah is coming who is called Christ [the
One who is anointed with the seven Spirits of
God - He is coming] and when He comes, He will
tell us all things.” > She says, 1 do not quite
understand everything you are trying to say to
me right now, but I know the Messiah is coming,
and He will explain it all to us and it will become
clear’ Then Jesus really catches her off guard and
says, ‘Well, actually I am right here now,
explaining the whole package to you’ He says in
verse 26, T who speak to you am He. Verse 27:

‘Now at this point His disciples came, and they
marvelled that He talked with a woman; yet no
one said, “What do you seek?” or “Why are you
talking with her?” [Verse 28: Now the woman is
really illuminated now - really illuminated] The
woman left her waterpot, went her way into the
city, and said to the men, “Come see a Man who
told me all the things that I ever did. Could this
be the Christ?”’

She is not saying that He prophetically (or with
a Spirit of wisdom) told me about my marital
situation. She is saying, ‘T am talking to this Man,
and I know that He knows me, and He knows
everything about me. In fact, He knows me from
before the foundation of the world’ (This is what
Jesus is proclaiming to her - a word that is
coming from before the foundation of the world
where the Father, Son and Holy Spirit spoke
about her and her name and everything about
her; who she is predestined to be; the works of
her sonship in this age and in the age to come.
Jesus is proclaiming that word to her and by the
Spirit she is beginning to know that this Man
knows me. She is lit up). ‘Is this the Messiah? Is
this the Christ? [She is saying] “Come and see.”
[All the men are coming out] Then they went out
of the city and came to Him.’

‘In the meantime... [this is where I want to focus
a bit] ...In the meantime, His disciples urged Him
saying, “Rabbi, eat” [They had gone away and
bought the food, and they brought it back and
they are giving it to Him. Verse 32], He said to
them, “I have food to eat of which you do not
know.” [Jesus is too excited to eat here now, too.
He is making a big point to them. Verse 33]
Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has
anyone brought Him anything to eat?” And Jesus
said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him
who sent Me, and to finish His work.”’

The very simple point is this: Jesus is not
randomly stopping at this well in the middle of
the day and then initiating a conversation with
this woman. This was all part of the good work
that the Father had given Him to do. He is
speaking to this woman in obedience to the
heavenly Father and this was part of the work of
His sonship.

We know that Jesus Christ has authored the
works of our sonship on His offering journey
from the garden of Gethsemane to the cross. The
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works of every day He has already completed,
and then we are receiving a word day by day,
which is ministering to us faith, which is the
substance of that finished work - the things
hoped for. There is grace every day to be able to
do the works of our sonship. Can we recognise
that the works of our sonship (which Christ has
pioneered for us) include what is happening at
lunchtime (so to speak) with these kinds of
discussions? It is not, I am doing all the works of
my sonship, then I am stopping for lunch and
having a bit of a break, and then I am going to
get on with the works of my sonship. It is all
productive, productive, productive; and it is all
me, me, me. The works of our sonship include all
these relational interactions. That is what Jesus is
trying to say to His disciples. ‘We have not
stopped here for a break While you have been
gone buying bread, I have been doing the works
of My sonship. I have been finishing the work
the Father has given Me to do.’ Can we dignify
all these relational interactions with the initiative
that the Lord is wanting us to take in these kinds
of interactions?

Then He says (this is the key verse) in John 4
verse 35, ‘Do not say, “There are still four months
and then comes the harvest.” Behold, I say to you,
“Lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they
are already white for harvest” What is
happening? These men from Samaria are all
coming out. I think as He is saying that they are
all on their way out to meet Him. He is saying to
the disciples, ‘Do not say, “It is still four months
to the harvest. The fields are white for the harvest
now. Look, they are coming out. This is all part
of our work”’

In terms of the four months, this event probably
was around the time of Pentecost. When you
look at the calendar, it might have been early
June, and so that makes it very hot in Israel. We
are talking about a hot part of the year -
approaching the middle of summer and it is the
middle of the day - so that adds to Jesus sitting
by the well and being physically tired and asking
for a drink Pentecost is the feast of the third
month and then Tabernacles is the feast that
belongs to the seventh month. We know the
great harvest in the end of the age is the
fulfillment of the true Feast of Tabernacles
because we see that great multitude of worthy
houses coming up out of great tribulation and

they have palm branches in their hand. They are
ready to celebrate the true Feast of Tabernacles
and bring in the great harvest that belongs to
Tabernacles. I would like to say the Lord says to
them, ‘You do not need your palm branches like
they used in the days of old because God Himself
dwells among them, and He spreads His
tabernacle over them. The celebration of the true
Feast of Tabernacles is underneath the tabernacle
of the Father. This great multitude of worthy
houses is harvesting over half the world’s
population and bringing them into the Father’s
tabernacle’

This is all very exciting, and we are looking
forward to it. But Jesus is also saying, ‘Do not say,
“There are four months until the harvest” * Can
you lift up your eyes now and see that there is
also a harvest in the day of small things that still
belongs to Pentecost in that regard? Can you see
they are coming to you and they are asking
questions? Can you dignify sowing to friendships
and relationships and hospitality and all these
things? John 4 verse 36: ‘Already he who reaps is
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for life
eternal so that he who sows and he who reaps
may rejoice together. For in this case the saying
is true: one sows and another reaps.’ That means
to me that I do not have to be the beginning and
the end of the process. I can be happy if I am
sowing; I can be happy if I am reaping; I can be
happy if I am waiting. One is sowing; another one
is reaping; and they are all rejoicing together. So
there is a time for sowing. I do think the Lord is
saying. ‘Lift up your eyes’ Are you happy to sow
in terms of all these friendships - to take the
initiative toward hospitality, and to take the
initiative toward sharing your testimony? Lift up
your eyes and look a bit more broadly. Observe
who the Lord is bringing across your path. Verse
38: ‘I sent you to reap that for which you have
not laboured; others have laboured and you have
entered into their labour’

Let us conclude here. I will read this briefly
regarding the (he is often called the) ‘good
Samaritan’. Let us go to Luke chapter 10. The
Scripture does not call him the ‘good Samaritan’.
I think this has been a title that is been assigned
to him over the years which is probably a
reflection of looking through the prism of our
own knowledge of good and evil. We have one
good guy and two baddies here in the story and
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this is something to aspire to. The Scripture does
not call him ‘good Samaritan’. It is interesting
when, at another time, the rich young ruler came
to Jesus and he starts off, ‘Good Teacher, what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus bails
him up straight away and says, ‘Why do you call
Me good? Why do you call me good? There is
only One good, that is God” What He is trying to
say is, ‘You are calling Me good because you
perceive that you are good, and according to your
assessment, / am good. So now I am up here’
Jesus is cutting through all that, so I am not going
to call him the ‘good Samaritan’ I am going to
hypothesise. This is a bit of a long bow, but I am
wondering whether this is actually a factual
account that Jesus is using in this situation and
He is actually referring to what He knows
concerning one of the Samaritan men.

When He spoke to the woman at the well, she
goes back, she calls all the men, they come out
and they say, ‘Can you please stay with us for
two days? Jesus goes back and He stays there for
two days. Where does He stay? He is staying with
someone, and He is speaking to them, and at the
end of that time they have quite a remarkable
testimony. John 4 verse 42: ‘They said to the
woman, “Now we believe, not because of what
you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and
we know that this is indeed the Christ, the
Saviour of the world.” ’ T am... (I know) ...I am
drawing a bit of a bow (and we do not need to
know one way the other), but I am wondering
whether this man may actually be one of the
men (or maybe even the man) who hosted Jesus
for a couple of days when He was in that village
and he is testifying, T know He is the Christ, and
I know He is the Saviour of the world.’ So this
whole account here is actually exemplifying the
virtue of Christ by a believer.

Jesus is also using it as a parable to make a pretty
big point that goes well beyond any kind of
historical account and He is answering this
question, ‘Who is my neighbour? Now it is very
interesting that this account (or this parable) is
right smack bang in the middle of the whole
discussion concerning a worthy house. Jesus
sends the 72 and they are looking for worthy
houses, and they come back and they are
rejoicing that even the demons are subject to
them in Christ's name. We see the ministry of
the finger of God there, casting out demons, as

there is family reformation and all these things
are happening. Jesus says, ‘Do not rejoice in that.
Rejoice that your name is written [or inscribed|]
in heaven’ Then He has this lawyer come and
ask Him this question. This whole discussion
here fits between that. Then Jesus gets down to
the house of Mary, Martha and Lazarus where He
begins to minister to them so that they become
an outward-looking house. That whole town of
Bethany was known as the ‘town of Mary’. Mary
is sharing and Martha is serving and we have
Lazarus’ testimony of resurrection life. There was
quite a process for them as a household.

The point is that right between those two
accounts is this account and this question. I think
its primary application is to a worthy house in
terms of ‘Who is your neighbour and how do you
relate to your neighbours? When we are born of
the divine nature (born as a son of God), we are
motivated then by the love of God. The love of
God is poured into our heart through the Holy
Spirit. That is manifest firstly as a sincere love of
the brethren. If we do not love the brethren, then
we are not born of God. That is the apostle John’s
big point in his letters.

But when we look at this account, we are making
another point to say that the manifestation (or
the revelation) of the love of God is not limited
to our brethren. It also extends beyond that to
our neighbour. Our neighbour may be the person
living right next door, or it may not be. It might
be all these people that the Lord brings across
our path. This is what the Lord is focusing on in
this account here. Who is my neighbour? We do
need to love our neighbour as ourselves. Firstly,
you have to love yourself and recognise you are
a son of God and dignify who you are as a son of
God. Then on that basis, having been born of the
divine nature, we are then outward-looking
There is a sincere love of the brethren and there
is also a love for our neighbour.

I will read this as we close. Luke 10 verse 30.
‘Then Jesus answered and said, “A certain man
[He is answering this question, ‘Who is my
neighbour?] went down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him
of his clothing, wounded him, and departed,
leaving him half dead. [Presumably this man was
a Jew and whoever he was, he is travelling down
to Jericho. Verse 31] Now by chance a certain
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priest came down that road. And when he saw
him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise, a
Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and
looked, and passed by on the other side’ Now it
is interesting to again paint the picture. You have
the priest and the Levite who are all working in
Jerusalem. A lot of them lived in Jericho (as an
interesting little bit of trivia). There was a big
population of priests and Levites who lived in
Jericho and worked in Jerusalem. Can we paint a
bit of a picture here? They are travelling to or
from work when they go past this person. They
are either on the way home looking forward to
getting home and doing whatever it is, because
they are all rostered on to work in the temple.
They are on their way home looking forward to
that, or they are on their way to work, and they
might be running a little bit late for work.
Whatever it is, they are busy and focused on
what it is they are doing. They see the man and
it is all a bit of an inconvenience. It is a bit of an
inconvenience. They pass on the other side. It
does not work for them at that particular point
in time. This is a big question I think the Lord is
highlighting in terms of our busyness. We know
the Lord has been saying for quite some time,
‘Can we prioritise the fellowship of the agape
meal in terms of our fellowship and not have a
whole heap of excuses concerning our busyness?’
That is the focus of the parable of the wedding
supper in terms of, T have bought a piece of land,
and I have to go and look at it’ or ‘T have bought
five yoke of oxen’ or ‘I have married a wife, you
know, and I cannot come.’ There is that point of
focus. But in conjunction with that, as we are
coming and going and giving ourselves to what
it is the Lord has asked us to do, are we too busy
to notice the person by the side of the road in
terms of extending care? All that actually belongs
to the works of our sonship as well.

Let us continue to read Luke 10 verse 33, ‘But a
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where
he was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion... [Now this is exactly the way that
Christ looked at people. That is why I am saying
he is demonstrating the virtue of Christ here,
looking upon him with compassion, recognising
the need. It is not just the physical need here; it
is also the spiritual need] ...He came to where he
was and when he saw him, he had compassion.
So he went to him and bandaged his wounds,

pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn and took care
of him’

In terms of the wine and the oil... As I said, this
may actually be an historical account here where
the man did exactly this, and when Jesus says,
‘Wine and oil’, He means wine and oil in the first
case. Wine and oil were both used a lot
medicinally - wine because the alcohol content
was an antiseptic and it was used as a
disinfectant and so it was very useful in terms of
cleaning a wound, and the oil was very helpful
in terms of the healing of a wound too. It
provided a protective barrier to stop a wound
getting infected, and it stopped the bandage
sticking to the wound, and it kept it moist. It had
anti-inflammatory properties and all these kinds
of things. All this is quite well-known. You have
that perspective as I said. Jesus might have been
recounting an actual story here to make His
point, but then this is also a parable and there is
a deeper meaning here.

I think the man by the side of the road pretty
much represents every person in the world that
has been born and yet is still disconnected from
their name - from the Father; and they have
fallen among thieves. Satan, as the ruler of this
world, is the primary thief and he has deceived
the whole world to say that you can find life
apart from fellowship with the Lord. You have all
these people desperately trying to find
themselves and find who they are. It is all
identity verification and the more they chase it,
the more they are emptied out, and the less they
find it. Satan is sucking all the resource from
them, and they have fallen among thieves. The
whole world is geared to use and abuse and all
these things. There are thieves and there is a
wound. The person is stripped of their clothing;
there is no priesthood; they do not know what
the works of their sonship happen to be. This
man can equally be representative of (I think)
every person who is yet to be born as a son of
God. You have the Samaritan here then applying
wine and oil.

Let us think about the typology of this now. The
wine draws our attention to the cup that belongs
to the New Covenant. Remember Jesus said, ‘This
cup is the New Covenant in My blood which is
shed for you’ We drink the cup by embracing
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our participation in the fellowship of Christ’s
offering and suffering. We are drinking the cup
as we embrace our fellowship in the seven
wounding events that Christ endured from the
garden of Gethsemane to the cross. That is where
we are drinking the cup. We are the beneficiary
of the cup and as we are joined to those
wounding events, which is where the
resurrection life of Christ is being ministered to
us, and we are receiving His resurrection life. Our
cup is also as we are receiving this resurrection
life and there is grace for the works of our
sonship each and every day. That cup is
overflowing. It is overflowing. There is an
overflow to others that has an application in the
fellowship of the body of Christ, but also more
broadly to those who are in the world, have fallen
among thieves, and are still lying by the side of
the road having been wounded. We are
becoming the cup for one another in the
fellowship of the body of Christ. That is true. We
are becoming the cup for one another, and we are
being poured out upon the sacrifice and service
of another’s faith because the cup draws our
attention to the drink offering, and we are
revealing one another.

I am thinking very basically here in terms of the
application of wine to a wound. This is true for
us in terms of the very first basic application of
antiseptic to the wound, which is that you are
not a victim. Let us clean the wound out to start
with here. Whatever has happened, Jesus Christ
has fully identified with your wounding and
death. He has died with you. If you so choose,
you can die with Him. There is a very basic
application of antiseptic to a wound to say that
Christ has fully identified with this wound. If you
are willing to join Him in the fellowship of His
death, there is healing for your wound. That is
where healing is found. The oil is also the
ministry of the Spirit of God. That is the focus
with the oil.

We know that wine and oil then... (picking up
another typological point) ...wine and oil is the
harvest that belongs to Tabernacles. What I am
saying today is that we are not waiting for the
fulfillment of the true Feast of Tabernacles to see
the application of wine and oil to wounds. From
an evangelistic perspective, there is also a harvest
now in the day of small things and we need to
give ourselves to this. Luke 10 verses 35 to 37:

‘On the next day, when He departed, He took out
two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said
to him, “Take care of him; and whatever more
you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.”
So which of these three do you think was
neighbour to him who fell among the thieves?
And he said to Him, “He who showed mercy on
him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do
likewise.”’

I want to really bring a very simple exhortation
today and hopefully this has been an
encouragement to you - particularly as we
approach the end of the year and our program
thins right back. Many people are on holidays,
and we do find ourselves with more time than
we have often right in the middle of the year. Can
we lift up our eyes and observe those around us
and be looking for opportunities to take initiative
toward friendships and initiatives of hospitality
and initiative to share our testimony in terms of
what is real and what the Lord is doing in our
life in the hope that we do have so that we are
not preoccupied with ourselves, but we are
actually looking to minister to those whom the
Lord is bringing across our path as our
neighbour?
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