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Good morning. It was great to receive the
ministry of the Sonseekers this morning. I know
they have been studying the Exodus this term -
the deliverance of the nation of Israel from Egypt
- so I thought I might pick up a point out of that.
I want to consider the theme of ‘the finger of
God’. This is a term that is first used, interestingly
enough, by Pharaoh’s magicians in relation to the
third plague in Egypt. We might go there as we
begin. That is Exodus chapter 8 verse 16. I want
to pick up a number of dimensions to this. ‘So
the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch
out your rod and strike the dust of the land so
that it may become lice throughout all the land
of Egypt’ "’ Let us just pause there and consider
the ‘rod of God for a moment, which was
evidently in the hand of Aaron here at this
particular point in time.

In relation to the plagues, the rod of God was an
instrument of judgement upon the nation of
Egypt. Egypt was the first world kingdom. The
rod of God represented the authority of the
kingship of Christ. It was exercised in the hand
of Moses and Aaron firstly as an instrument of
judgement upon the first world kingdom (the
Egyptians), but it was also an instrument of
deliverance for the nation of Israel. The rod first
belonged to Moses, and it became the rod of God
which was then variously used by Moses and
Aaron (I think it is the one rod) to judge the
Egyptians and to deliver the Israelites.

Let us have a look at this for a little bit. When
God first called Moses, he was tending his father-
in-law’s flock. His father-in-law’s name was
Jethro, and Moses was tending his flock as a
shepherd. He had his staff; it was a shepherding
rod; it was a shepherding instrument in his hand.
The Lord met him then and spoke to him from
the burning bush, as we know. Moses is
responding to the Lord with all his questions,
which revealed his doubt. Now I am going to play
on this and pick this up. Let us read in Exodus
chapter 4 verse 1. We will come back to the third
plague in a moment, but I want to pick up the
rod first.

This is Exodus chapter 4 verse 1. It says, ‘Then
Moses answered [the Lord is sending him to

Egypt to deliver the nation] and said, “Suppose...
[Let us pick up this, ‘but’. This is our inclination.
Yes, but...” ‘But...’] ...Suppose they will not
believe me or listen to my voice; and suppose
they say, ‘The Lord has not appeared to you.’ "’
Fair enough question. Put yourself in Moses’
shoes for a moment: Would you ask this
question? Well, you would probably be thinking
it at least, I would say. ‘The Lord said to him,
“What is that in your hand?” And he said, “A
rod” * I think this was just an ordinary
shepherding implement. It is not made of
sapphire or anything.

You will not necessarily know why I am saying
that. Jewish tradition was that God made Moses’
rod in the twilight of the sixth day of creation
and gave it to Adam. Then Adam passed it down
through Enoch to Noah and then Noah passed it
down through Shem and all the patriarchs,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It was in the hand of
Joseph down in Egypt. Somehow then, after the
death of Joseph, into the hand of Jethro and
Jethro planted it in his garden. This is Jewish
tradition. Then there was a legend associated
with that - that whoever came and was able to
pull the rod out of the ground, that man would
be the deliverer of the nation of Israel. (It sounds
a little bit like King Arthur, pulling the sword out
of the stone.) That is just Jewish tradition. This is
the inclination of man, to assign authority to an
object based on its history. That is why there is
such a big push to try to track the stone that
Jacob laid his head on - all the way to
Westminster Abbey underneath the throne
where the king of England is crowned. It is all
trying to assign authority to an object based on
history. None of that is scriptural.

I do not think Moses’ staff was special at all.
‘What is in your hand Moses?’ ‘Oh, it is my rod.
‘Alright, I am going to give you a mandate and it
is going to become now symbolic of the rod of
God and the authority that I have given to you
because of the mandate that I am giving to you’
But Moses is not receiving his mandate too
willingly at this point in time. So the Lord says
to him... (He has all these queries, and he has
‘what if this...’ and ‘what if that...” and ‘but
this...” and ‘but that.) ...The Lord says, ‘Throw
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the rod on the ground’ Now I am creeping up on
a big point here. ‘Throw the rod on the ground’ -
and what does it turn into? Could I ask all the
Sonseekers, ‘What does the rod turn into? This
is a very interesting account. What does it turn
into? It turns into a snake of all things. Now why
a snake? Have you ever asked yourself this
question? Why a snake?

This is a bit of a prelude we know to what is
going to happen down in the court of Pharaoh. I
want to pick up a different emphasis once Moses
and Aaron are in the court of Pharaoh. Let us
apply this personally to Moses here in relation to
his own mandate. What is the lesson or what is
the Lord saying to Moses? By implication then,
what is the Lord saying to every man? Why a
snake? Now I have said it this way: The rod
symbolised the authority given to Moses, because
I think this is more than just the Lord giving
Moses a prelude to the party trick that He can
perform in the court of Pharaoh to substantiate
why he is sent. The rod symbolised the authority
given to Moses by the Lord - the mandate that
the Lord was giving to Moses. Now Satan is called
the ‘serpent of old who deceives the whole world’.
It is very interesting here that the rod turns into
a serpent. Now Satan only works by
misappropriated authority. He cannot work by
any other means. He can only take what is
legitimate authority given by God and
misappropriate it. This is how he works. He
works by advantage. Satan only works by
misappropriated authority. If you do not
maintain... (we are jumping from Moses and
applying it to us) ...if we do not maintain our
connection (particularly here, thinking of every
man in relation to your house) ...if you do not
maintain your connection to the headship of
Christ through obedience, then he will turn your
authority against you and use it to destroy you.

When Moses continued to lift up holy hands
without wrath and doubting... (This is what the
Lord is saying to every man in every place - in
every house. Paul says to Timothy, ‘I desire that
you lift up holy hands without wrath or
doubting’) ...when Moses continued to lift up
holy hands without wrath and doubting, the rod
of God was his authority to proclaim the word of
God to the king of Egypt. You have to think that
this is a remarkable authority. God is sending
him down and he is saying, ‘You will be as God

to Pharaoh. And you do not need to worry too
much about how he responds, because I am
making you as God to him. That is the authority
you have to proclaim the word to him’

While ever Moses continued to receive this word
and obey, and lift up holy hands without wrath
and doubting, the rod of God was his authority
to proclaim the word of God and to lead the
nation of Israel. However, whenever he reverted
to wrath or doubting, it gave Satan an advantage
over him and an opportunity to dishonour
Christ. You will remember the big example
concerning wrath, when Moses became frustrated
with the nation of Israel on the journey, and he
reacted, and he hit the rock twice. He used the
rod in his hand to hit the rock twice. Because of
his reaction (because of his wrath), the Lord said,
‘You have dishonoured Me in the eyes of all the
people.” That is wrath. But here is the example
right at the beginning of his mandate of doubting
The Lord is speaking to him and saying, ‘I am
sending you down there to do a job. If you can
just be obedient, you have grace to do that’ And
what does the Lord receive from Moses? A whole
lot of doubting. He has given Satan an advantage
in relation to the mandate that he received from
the Lord. He was not willing to be obedient to
the Lord in the middle of this situation, and it
had created something that was going to bite
him.

It is a very interesting story, and I am not wanting
to give everybody nightmares about it. But put
yourself in Moses’ shoes for a minute. It says here
in Exodus 4 verse 3: ‘He said, “Cast it on the
ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it
became a serpent; and Moses fled from it’ He is
scared of it - as you would be. Then what does
the Lord say? ‘Then the Lord said to Moses,
“Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” ’ I
picture Moses here; he has run away and he has
this snake that is on the loose. The Lord is saying
to him, ‘You have to go and pick this thing up
now by the tail’” You can picture him a bit
hesitant as he is creeping toward this serpent to
try to reach out and take the thing by the tail. But
he has to do that in obedience to the Lord. And
he does not know what is going to happen yet.
‘Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” That
is all the Lord says. We have this whatever is
happening... as Moses is creeping toward this
snake, reaching out his hand to take it to be
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obedient. He has to lay hold of this thing in
obedience (this is the answer) and begin to lift
up his hands here without wrath or doubting. ‘He
reached out his hand and caught it, and it
became a rod in his hand’

Let us go now down to the court of Caiaphas. The
simple point I am making (and particularly for
men) is that if you cease to lift up your hands
through prayer and joining the travail of Christ,
then Satan has an advantage, and he will
misappropriate your authority in relation to your
house to destroy it. If you blow your top (or I
could speak to myself), if I blow my top and react
with wrath, or if I drop my bundle and cease to
believe what the Lord is saying, or that there is
grace coming from the Lord in terms of what is
necessary in my house, I have just loosed a snake
in the middle of the house. Every time I blow my
top or drop my bundle, it is as if I am letting go
of the mandate the Lord has given me and
thrown it down, and there is a snake on the loose.
I am going to have to get a bit of courage and be
obedient to the Lord to lay hold of the thing by
the tail before it bites somebody. I am being a
little bit pictorial to make the point.

Let us come down to the court of Pharoah.
Exodus chapter 7 verses 8 to 11. ‘Now the Lord
says, “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying,
‘Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then you shall
say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and cast it before
Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.’ ”’ Now this
is the same rod, I think, now in the hand of
Aaron. There are a lot of arguments about all this
that they both had a rod. I think it is the same
rod. Remember, the Lord says to Moses, ‘You will
be as God to Pharaoh and Aaron will be your
prophet.” He (Aaron) is the one who is doing the
speaking, but it is all under the authority that the
Lord gave to Moses. I think it is Moses’ rod, but
he gives it to Aaron. Then Moses is speaking to
Aaron. Verses 10 to 11: ‘So Moses and Aaron went
in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the Lord
commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before
Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a
serpent. But Pharaoh also called the wise men
and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they
also did in like manner with their enchantments’
This is interesting - all the magicians that work
for Pharaoh. I do suspect that Pharaoh is the chief
sorcerer because it is all tests of power. Being a
bit anecdotal, the crown that the pharaoh wore

always had an upright cobra on the front which
was meant to protect the royalty. It was a symbol
of his royalty and divinity supposedly. It is all
demonic power and that was his protection
because the cobra would spit poison in the eyes
of anyone (a predator or anyone) who was
threatening the life of the pharaoh. He had
demonic protection. It is like he is the chief
sorcerer, and all the gods of Egypt are demons.

Moses and Aaron are going down into this
situation. They are speaking to Pharaoh and
Pharaoh is calling all his sorcerers and they are
turning their staffs into snakes. Now again, I
think they are actually doing that. I think this is
demonic power. Again, there are a lot of
arguments over all this - what is happening and
are they just fantastic snake charmers or
something? Again, this gives you nightmares a
bit. They can grab a snake at a particular pressure
point in its neck and it becomes stiff like a rod.
They are walking around with a snake that looks
like a rod. I do not love the idea of that. Or they
are actually using demonic power to turn a rod
into a snake. I think that is more the point. There
is demonic power. It is all tests of power and that
is how Satan’s kingdom works. It is whoever has
the strongest demon is in charge. I think the
strongest demon is with Pharaoh himself, but
then he has all these sorcerers and magicians,
and they are all using demonic power to vie with
each other, and they have a certain position in
the royal court. So he brings them all out, and
they are able to replicate this. It says in verse 12,
‘For every man threw down his rod and they
became serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up
their rods’ This was a test of power. But Moses
and Aaron here are not doing this by demonic
power. It is interesting that the rod becomes a
snake, and it is a snake that gobbles up the other
snakes. So again, I ask the question, ‘Why? Why?’
Because we know what the snake represents.

I think the simple point that is being made here
is that Jesus Christ is the Rod. You will have to
think about this. As I said, when we are looking
at the rod, we are looking at the authority of
Christ’s kingship. He is the Rod that comes out
of the stem of Jesse. Jesus Christ is the Rod.
However, how did He destroy sin and the power
of the devil because what we have here in terms
of outcome is the gobbling up of these other
snakes? How did He destroy sin and the power
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of the devil? He did it by becoming sin, didn't
He? He became sin. ‘He who knew no sin became
sin’ Then He died the death of sin. As He dies
the death of sin, sin dies. He did die as the
serpent on the pole. When the people were
whinging and complaining against the Lord and
against Moses and saying, ‘You brought us out
into the wilderness to die,’ all this whinging and
complaining was the venom of a serpent. They
are all messengers of Satan here. And they are
saying, ‘We loathe this manna - this worthless
food” - all these things. The Lord calls fiery
serpents to come and they bite the people. And
then they repent, and they cry out to Moses and
ask Moses to pray for them. And Moses does. And
the Lord tells him to make a serpent on a pole,
so anyone who was bitten with the venom of a
serpent could look at the serpent on the pole and
receive faith that their sin could be killed. They
could be delivered from the venom of it. There is
faith there for healing. Jesus says, ‘As Moses lifted
up the serpent on the pole, so will the Son of
man be lifted up” We know that this is one
element of the death of Christ, but He is not
crucified as a writhing serpent because He dies
our death our way. He dies with us (this is our
death), [but He does not die] /ike us. His death is
unique. Jesus says, ‘No one takes My life from Me.
My death is willing. It is not unwilling. It is
willing. It is an offering. I have power to lay it
down and I have power to take it up again. I am
actually laying down My life by the power of the
Spirit of God’ The Spirit of God becomes very
important for us when we begin to look at the
finger of God. I am building the tapestry over
here for us. ‘I have power to lay it down and I
have power to take it up again... [He is dying by
the Spirit of God] ...and this command I have
received from the Father. My death is obedient. I
am not dying because I am disobedient; I am
dying because I am obedient” He is dying our
death, but not our way. He is dying with us but
not /ike us. He is dying the death of sin, because
it is His death, which is a completely unique
death. He is also coming back by resurrection
from that death, and He is dying to sin. What
Paul says, ‘The death that He died, He died to sin’
- not just the death of sin, but death to sin. We
have faith here that there is an offering which is
because of the death that He died, it is destroying
the power of devil who has who holds all men

in bondage because of the fear of death. We have
a snake gobbling up all the other snakes. Can you
see this? You have to think about this a bit. Let
us keep going here.

We will come back to the finger of God now.
Exodus 8 verse 16: ‘The Lord said to Moses, “Say
to Aaron, stretch out your rod, and strike the dust
of the land, so that it may become lice
throughout all the land of Egypt” * Moses used
the rod to judge the first world kingdom and to
deliver the nation of Israel from their bondage.
When the rod of God is used in obedience to the
word of God, it is an extension of the
outstretched arm and mighty hand of God. Think
of it that way. The rod is just an ordinary stick,
but when Moses is using it in obedience to the
Lord, it is actually the arm in the hand of God. It
is the mighty hand of God which is judging the
Egyptians and delivering the people. Moses
knows this, and that is what His testimony was
as they came out. He says, ‘We have been
delivered.’ This is Deuteronomy 26 verse 8. ‘The
Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and with an outstretched arm, with great terror
and with signs and wonders.

We have an arm and a hand, and we are going
to focus it up now. This is a good word to use.
Focus it up to the finger. It is the Lord putting
His finger on something. What is He doing with
the finger? All the dust has been turned to lice.
Exodus 8 verses 17 to 18: ‘They did so, for Aaron
stretched out his hand with his rod and struck
the dust of the earth, and it became lice on man
and beast. All the dust of the land became lice
throughout all the land of Egypt. Now the
magicians so worked with their enchantments to
bring forth lice, but they could not. So there were
lice on man and beast.” This is very interesting to
think about. They could do it with the first two
plagues. They could turn water into blood. And
they could also bring up frogs from the Nile. [ am
sure that in relation to the gods of Egypt, there
was a connection and an interesting interplay
between what is demonic and what belongs to
the natural creation and how those demons
functioned in relation to the River Nile at that
particular point in time. There is a distinction
there. Now we are turning dust into lice. I do not
think it was as simple as that all the plagues were
becoming more and more difficult. This is where
the magicians tapped out to say, ‘This is a bit
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beyond us now. I think that the demonic power
that was exercised by the magicians in the court
of Pharaoh had been broken. They bear witness
then to say, ‘This is the finger of God’, because
this is what the finger of God does. It breaks the
power of demonic principalities and powers. Let
us get a little bit sharper with this.

Pharaoh’s sorcerers could not replicate this
plague. Verse 19: ‘Then the magicians said to
Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God” But
Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed
them, just as the Lord had said’ It is interesting
that after this plague (from the fourth plague
onwards), the Lord made a distinction between
Egypt and the land of Goshen, so that all the
remaining plagues only touched the Egyptians.
They did not touch the Israelites in the land of
Goshen.

The second reference to the finger of God... (We
have got to add this. This is, in one sense, the
bigger point) ... the second reference to the finger
of God is at Mount Sinai. This is Exodus 31 verse
18 and it says, ‘And when He had made an end
of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave
Moses two tablets of the testimony, tablets of
stone written with the finger of God.

Now we have the finger, not only casting out
demons, but now it is a writing instrument. The
Lord’s writing with it. At Mount Sinai, the Lord
(this is the Son of God) here doing this. This is
whom Moses is interfacing with. The Son of God
wrote on tablets of stone. On the day of His
resurrection, Jesus Christ, for the first time, began
writing with the same finger on the fleshly
tablets of the human heart. This is a massive
point. When we look at the steps of salvation -
everything up until the Holy Spirit dwelling in
our heart, and convicting us of sin, righteousness
and judgement - all that was available under the
Old Covenant. King David had the Holy Spirit
with him, dwelling in his heart, convicting him
of sin, righteousness and judgement and he says
to the Lord, ‘Do not take your Holy Spirit from
me.’ But David did not yet have the Holy Spirit
dwelling in his spirit as the Spirit of adoption.
That is unique to the New Covenant. The
adoption was not available until after the offering
of Christ. But on the day of Christ’s resurrection,
Jesus stands in the midst of His disciples, and He
delivers to them what now belongs to the New

Covenant, which is the New Covenant of the
Spirit. The first dimension is that He breathes on
them and He writes. Christ is the One who is
writing, but He is doing it by the Spirit of God.
We will substantiate this in a moment. He is
writing the name of the Father upon the fleshly
tablet of their heart. He is also writing the name
of the city of God, that is the heavenly Jerusalem
upon them. Then He is saying, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit’ and the Holy Spirit dwells in their Spirit.
They become temples of the Holy Spirit, and the
Holy Spirit is the Seal. He is sealing what has
been written by Christ verifying that it is true.
They are now sons of God, and they have a plot
or a title deed in the heavenly Jerusalem. You are
familiar with this point, but I am picking up this
writing in relation to the finger of God.

Let us read this in 2 Corinthians 3 verse 3. On
the way through, I will make the point that the
corollary to Mount Sinai where the Lord wrote
with the finger of God on tablets of stone, is that
we have come to Mount Zion. When Christ
writes on the fleshly tablet of our heart the name
of the Father and the name of the city of God
(the heavenly Jerusalem), and then gives us the
Holy Spirit to dwell in our spirit, and He seals
what has been written, we become a citizen of
the heavenly Jerusalem. We have come to Mount
Zion. That is the corollary to Mount Sinai in the
Old Testament. In 2 Corinthians 3 verses 1 and
2, Paul is saying very clearly, ‘I do not need letters
of commendation because you are our letter. The
authenticity of our ministry is very clear in terms
of the fruit in your lives’ Then he says in verse
3, ‘Clearly... [now this is a great statement here]
...clearly you are an epistle of Christ... [we will
just think about this slowly] ... you are an epistle
of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink
but by the Spirit of the living God.’ I am going to
say that that is the finger of God. We will
substantiate this in a minute in terms of Jesus’s
own words, but you can put in brackets there. ‘...
Not with ink, but by the Spirit of the living God.’
It is written by the finger of God, ‘not on tablets
of stone, but on tablets of flesh, that is of the
heart’

If you are an epistle of Christ, that means that
Christ is the Author of the letter. This is a
reasonably simple point. You are an epistle of
Christ. If you think about the epistle of Paul to
the Romans is Paul’s epistle - Paul is the author.
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Now we are talking about you, and you are
Christ’s epistle. Christ is the one who is writing
the letter. He is doing the writing, but He is doing
it by the finger of God. That is the pen - so that
is the Spirit of God. That is how He is writing.
Then He is doing it through the ministry of
messengers who are proclaiming the word. That
is what Paul is explaining to us. You are an
epistle of Christ. Christ is the Author of the letter.
He is writing by the Spirit of the living God (that
is the finger of God) through the word
proclaimed by the messengers of Christ. He is
writing on the heart of man, so that is the
parchment. What is He writing? He is writing the
name of the Father and the name of the city of
God. This is what belongs to the New Covenant
of the Spirit.

Let us go to Luke chapter 11 and I will just see
if I can tie all this together in terms of Jesus
sending the 72. After Jesus had healed a man who
was mute, He was accused of casting out demons
by the ruler of the demons. This is the way that
the kingdom of Satan works. It is all tests of
power — who is the strongest? Luke chapter 11
verses 17 to 20: ‘But He, knowing their thoughts,
said to them, “Every kingdom divided against
itself is brought to desolation, and a house
divided against a house falls. If Satan also is
divided against himself, [which he is], how will
his kingdom stand? [Now of course it will not].
Because you say I cast out demons by Beelzebub,
and if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom
do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will
be your judges. But if I cast out demons with the
finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has
come upon you. This is the expression of the
authority of the kingdom of God - Christ’s
kingship. Notably, this same statement is also
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 12
verse 28. ‘But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of
God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon
you.’ It is the same verse, word for word, making
the simple point that the finger of God is the
Spirit of God.

The finger of God is doing two things. It is
writing on your heart the name of the Father -
defining your sanctification as the Son of God,
and also your citizenship in the heavenly
Jerusalem. Let us pull all this together, hopefully.
When Jesus sent the 72 disciples to look for
worthy houses, their ministry revealed the finger

of God, which is the power of the seven Spirits
of God. Jesus sent the 72 disciples as lambs in the
midst of wolves. Their obedience to Christ was
their provision and their protection. As they
ministered in weakness, they were revealing
Christ the Lamb of God who possesses the seven
Spirits of God. We recall that Jesus stood up in
the synagogue in His hometown and proclaimed
(He is standing up here as the Lamb of God who
possesses the seven Spirits of God and He is
saying), ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me [this
is Luke 4 verse 18], because He has anointed Me
to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me
to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives [to deliver people from sin and the
fear of death], and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed [by
familiar spirits]’

The 72 were sent with this same ministry. He
sends them with this ministry so this will be the
outcome as they minister to houses. The 72
disciples proclaim the gospel of peace which is
the gospel of God to each household. Jesus said,
‘When you come to a house, say, “Peace be to this
house.” ’ In the first case, they are proclaiming
the gospel of God (which is the gospel of peace)
to say, ‘You can be a son of God; you can be
reconciled to God; the power of Satan has been
broken’ or ‘All the snakes have been gobbled up.
All these snakes that are besetting your house
have all been gobbled up by Christ. You just need
to receive this message and be reconciled to God.’
In one sense, this is the extension of the rod of
God to a house. But let us go all the way to the
finger to get the deliverance. However, more than
this, the 72 disciples ministered the peace of God
to the houses who received them and responded
with repentance and faith to their ministry,
remembering that they did actually stay in the
house. We read Luke 10 verse 6, ‘And if a son of
peace is there, your peace will rest on it. If not, it
will return to you’

As T have said before, that makes it sound like
the son of peace is already there, and they are
finding them. What it is saying is that a son of
peace is shown to be a son of peace because they
received the message and the ministry of the
messengers. This is the outcome and in true
Jewish fashion, we are working from the end
backwards to say this is the outcome. There was
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a son of peace there because they became a son
of peace having received this ministry.

The peace of God that remained in a worthy
house was the outcome of the marriage
reformation and the cultural change in the
family. As each household was delivered from
the vain traditions and family cultures that they
had inherited from their forefathers, they were
also delivered from the oppression of the familial
demons. Now, this is the point I am trying to
make here, in terms of this ministry of the finger
of God. The messengers are coming and they are
proclaiming the gospel of peace. Then they are
staying in the house. Now for us, of course, the
word is being proclaimed to us. It is the word of
Christ. We are receiving that word. Then we are
discussing that word and the cultural
implications of it. We are talking about it. We are
engaging in a fellowship around it. It is as if the
Lord then is putting His finger right on a cultural
point. The arm, the hand and the finger. Now, I
do not want to keep being too anecdotal, but
insurance policies talk about ‘an act of God’
which is something completely outside of your
control - a massive storm or whatever it happens
to be, and it has caused damage. The nickname
for a category 5 tornado is ‘the finger of God’,
because it is like it is has all this power - huge
amounts of power. Then it comes and touches
the ground in a very concentrated way and leaves
a big trail of destruction.

The Lord is not extending His finger to you in
your house to cause a big trail of destruction. This
is an amazing thing that the power of the seven
Spirits of God is all focused toward a point that
then fills the whole landscape for us because the
Lord is putting His finger on something for the
sake of our deliverance. What He is highlighting
is the two dimensions of the finger of God. The
finger of God is the instrument to write the name
of the city of God on the fleshly tablet of your
heart. That is the priority. It is saying, ‘You are a
citizen of the heavenly Jerusalem, and this is
what it means to be a citizen of the heavenly
Jerusalem. This is what the culture of the
heavenly Jerusalem looks like and I am putting
My finger on a point, because the culture of your
house is not the culture of the heavenly
Jerusalem. Suddenly, we are illuminated to see
something. It is like all the power of the seven
Spirits of God has touched down and the

category 5 tornado has just landed in the lounge
room, and the Lord is saying this point: ‘This is
the point of your deliverance. I am revealing to
you what the culture of the heavenly Jerusalem
looks like because that is the name that has been
written upon you by Christ and sealed by the
Holy Spirit. While at the same time I am
revealing to you what the culture of your house
is that you need to turn from.” As we respond in
repentance and faith to that point and we are
delivered from that vain tradition, right on that
point, then, that is the deliverance from the
familiar spirits.

The disciples come back to Jesus, and they are
rejoicing and saying, ‘Even the demons are
subject to us in Your name! As we have gone to
proclaim the gospel of peace and minister the
peace of God to a house and they have responded
with repentance and faith to the issues that the
Holy Spirit was illuminating to them and
convicting them about, there was massive
deliverance coming to the house, and we could
see all the snakes running out the door?
Suddenly the man who had been completely
beset with wrath and doubting had a rod in his
hand again; and the house was in peace. He has
armour and his house is no longer divided. They
come back rejoicing. Now are you catching the
sense of this? This is Luke 10 verses 17 and 18.
‘The seventy return with joy, saying, “Lord even
the demons are subject to us in Your name.” And
He said to them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven
like lightning.” ’ Jesus is seeing this in the Spirit.
As every house by house is delivered from all the
familiar spirits, as the finger of God is manifest
in their lounge room, Jesus is seeing Satan fall
from heaven like lightning. A network of worthy
houses is being established, and the prayer to
find labourers is being answered. He said, ‘T saw
Satan fall like lightning from heaven’ The
ministry of the 72 disciples had overcome Satan
in the heavenly places. The power that Satan
exercised over the Jewish nation at that time
because of their religious heritage and traditions
was being broken as the familial demons were
cast out of each worthy household.

Notably, after the 72 disciples had returned with
joy, Jesus then commissioned them a second
time. He said in Luke chapter 10 verse 19,
‘Behold, I give you the authority to trample on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of
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the enemy; and nothing shall by any means hurt
you.” There is no record in the gospels that Jesus
sent the 72 out again, but He is giving them
another commission here. It is not for them
personally necessarily. This mandate belongs to
the messengers of Christ for the entire church
age. When He commissioned them a second
time, He delivered the mandate to the order of 72
for the entire church age. Significantly, this is the
mandate that Christ has given to the order of 72
during the church age and to the 144 000 in the
time of the end. It has a very specific application
for the time of the end in terms of serpents
during the opening of the seals, and then the
scorpions in terms of what is released from the
bottomless pit at the blowing of the fifth trumpet,
and then all the power of the enemy in relation
to Antichrist and Satan and that whole unholy
alliance right in the end of the age.

I might close here for the sake of time and finish
with Jesus’ words here. I will read this very
briefly. You can think about this devotionally
then in terms of what it practically looks like to
overcome Satan. At the blowing of the seventh
trumpet, Michael and his angels will cast Satan
and his angels out of the heavenly places forever.
That is Revelation 12 verse 7. Referring to the
announcement that will accompany the blowing
of the seventh trumpet, the apostle John wrote in
verse 10, ‘Then I heard a loud voice saying in
heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ
have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who
accused them before our God day and night has
been cast down.” > Then John identified how
Satan will be overcome by the 144 000 - the great
multitude in the time of the end.

The simple point is that we need to be
overcoming Satan by these three means so that
then in weakness, we are able to be part of the
ministry which is directing the power of God
(which is the power of the seven Spirits of God)
for the sake of the deliverance and salvation of
others. We see this firstly with the 144 000, but
then they are finding the labourers. That is the
great multitude, and they are becoming the
labourers then to harvest over half the world’s
population.

Revelation 12 verse 11, ‘And they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of

their testimony, and they did not love their lives
to the death’ The blood of the Lamb describes
our participation in the seven wounding events
that Christ experienced from the garden of
Gethsemane to the cross. Even the 72 were sent
out as lambs among wolves, so they are joined to
this prior to the cross. The 144 000 will overcome
Satan by the blood of the Lamb as they follow
the Lamb wherever He goes. Likewise, the great
multitude will overcome Satan by the blood of
the Lamb as they wash their robes and make
them white in the blood of the Lamb. The
emphasis here is our participation in the seven
wounding events of Christ.

The word of our testimony is the fruit of the
washing of regeneration in our life, marriage and
family. The regenerative work of the Lord in our
life is progressively conforming us to the image
of Christ so that what is true in Him becomes
true in us. In this regard, there will be no
discrepancy between the word that is proclaimed
by the 144 000 and the culture that belongs to
their households. There will be no deceit in their
mouth as the expression of a religious projection,
because that is what deceit looks like. It is T am
projecting something and I want you to believe
it. I am deceiving you’ The 144 000 will not
promote the lie of a ministry projection, rather
they will proclaim the gospel of God according
to the truth of their own testimony. Similarly, the
great multitude will bear witness to the washing
of regeneration in their lives as they proclaim,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb!" That is their testimony
of regeneration. Rev 7:10.

As sons of God who have been born of God, we
love not our lives to the death because the love
of God has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. The
love of God is the divine nature. This is what it
looks like to be born of God. We are actually born
of His divine nature. We are motivated by a
sincere love of the brethren and enabled by the
Spirit of God to lay down our lives for one
another. Notably, as our hearts are being
regenerated by the love of God in the fellowship
of Christ’s offering, we are also being delivered
from the fear of death, which motivates us to save
our own life. John said, ‘Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness in
the day of judgement; because as He is, so are we
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in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casts out fear’ 1 Joh 4:17 to 18.

Now, to summarise: what is the practical point of
warfare in relation to these three things? What
does it look like in terms of the ‘blood of the
Lamb”? What does it look like in terms of the
‘word of our testimony? And what does it look
like in terms of ‘loving not our lives to the death™
Where is Satan gaining an advantage and how is
he overcome?

Satan is overcome by the blood of the Lamb as
we embrace our participation in the seven
wounding events of Christ because we are
delivered from the victim mindset which holds
us in bondage to our own knowledge of good and
evil. If you want to know how Satan holds you
in bondage, it is firstly by promoting the victim
mindset. While ever he can hold us in in that
position (as if we are the victim), then he is
holding us in bondage. We are delivered from
that mindset by embracing our participation in
the seven wounding events of Christ and
overcoming Satan then by the blood of the Lamb.

Satan is overcome by the word of our testimony
as we bear witness to the washing of regeneration
in our lives because we are delivered from the
shame that holds us in bondage to our own
religious projections. This is the second big point.
How does Satan hold us in bondage? Through
shame. Why did Adam and Eve make fig leaves
in the very beginning as an expression of a
projection? It was because they were ashamed.
We are ashamed when we create the projection.
The Lord is wanting to deliver us from our shame
so that we are able to be real and then lay hold
of a testimony of regeneration. Satan is overcome
by the word of our testimony as we bear witness
to the washing of regeneration in our lives... (so
we firstly have to admit that it is needed — that
is the first point) ... in our lives, because we are
delivered from the shame that holds us in
bondage to our religious projections.

Then finally, Satan is overcome when we lay
down our lives for another because we are
delivered from the fear of death which holds us
in bondage to the law of sin. We see that Satan’s
other big weapon is the fear of death. They are
the three big weapons that Satan has. You are a
victim, and shame, and fear. Take those three
things away and he has nothing in his armoury.

There is a full and complete provision for us to
overcome Satan in relation to these three things.
When John witnessed the final fall of Satan at
the blowing of the seventh trumpet, he also heard
the loud voice from heaven proclaim, ‘Therefore
rejoice, heavens, and you who dwell in them’
Rev 12:12.

We will finish there. This is closing the loop on
the theme of the finger of God. This is the Lord’s
primary emphasis. He is writing on the fleshly
tablet of your heart that you are a citizen of the
heavenly Jerusalem. The major point of rejoicing
is not even the deliverance from the demonic
spirits or the familiar spirits. The major point of
rejoicing is that you are a citizen of the heavenly
Jerusalem. This is why Jesus said to the 72 when
they returned as well, ‘Do not just rejoice that the
demons are subject to you in My name. Rejoice
that your name is written in heaven. This is the
ministry of the finger of God to us.
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