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Vic Hall 
Good morning to you all. I am very thrilled to be 
here today and to participate in the morning. I 
did enjoy last night, personally, very much. It is 
the first time I have spoken in about six months, 
so I am very happy with that. I may have slightly 
overdone it, but I was really thrilled and enjoying 
the fellowship there. 

I will put it into a context a little bit (not to pre-
empt what Lachlan is going to say), but to 
introduce this theme now, moving from 
courtship toward marriage, and looking at the 
difference between the covenant of a marriage 
and the covenant of a house - the difference 
between your marriage and your house. It is not 
something that some of us oldies who have been 
in the ministry many years have not understood 
something of. Just to make the point, I do not 
know how many times I have said to parents, 
‘Please do not bring your kids into your marriage, 
because your marriage is not the kids.’ How many 
are aware of that and have heard that statement? 
However, it is worth revising that a little bit as 
we get older. 

Some of you with your little babies and kids as 
they are growing up, remember that the house 
comes out of the marriage. There is a covenant of 
a marriage, and I have been very activated and 
enthused. Lorraine and I (we are just youngies 
still) are very thrilled as a senior couple looking 
at the covenant of our marriage. We do not have 
any [children] loitering in our home any longer - 
hanging around. I mean 82/83 is pushing it a bit 
to have kids around. Would you agree with that? 
We do occasionally have grandkids live with us 
for extended periods and so on. That is more to 
do with their own housing needs. 

What was my spirit and attitude as I was 
speaking yesterday? It is exactly what the 
brethren have shared today in exhortation. It is 
what the mind of the Spirit has been 
communicating to us today - through the singers 
and the exhortation. All who have an ear, are you 
hearing it? It is the word of faith. As a word of 
faith came yesterday toward courtship to believe 
for that, so there can be a covenant of marriage. 
Then for all of us who are married here today, 

there is a word to you about what the nature of 
your marriage covenant is. We are not primarily 
addressing house. We are going to focus on this 
here.  

I was very enthusiastic yesterday on the covenant 
of marriage because I am very thrilled with ours 
and what God is teaching us. But I am also very 
thrilled that the young people can have faith for 
this. The attitude from which I spoke is what I 
was communicating, which is from the Scripture 
and what was shared today. It is ‘add to your faith 
virtue. And to virtue, knowledge’. I will add a 
little bit of self-knowledge in there (knowledge of 
the Holy One), because that is the courtship 
process. I made the point, too, that we are talking 
about a certain level of maturity necessary for 
marriage - but we should be maturing for the 
whole of our life. I made the point that in every 
decade, I have done a lot of this kind of 
counselling - what I call ‘decade counselling’. 
Staying current with your age and maturing in 
relation to your age and stage in life and not 
getting retarded. I have often made the point (and 
I think psychology supports this) that if you fail 
to mature commensurate with your age, it does 
open the door to a lot of psychological and 
mental illness. You get depression and so on. 
These kinds of things are from not proceeding in 
life. The Lord wants to have us all add to faith 
virtue. 

We heard that excellent definition today that ‘we 
are being strengthened with might by the Spirit 
in the inner man’. We are not talking about 
Christ in you. We are not talking about the 
Father and Son and Spirit coming in - that is 
Them; and us coming into the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. We are talking about you. What is 
you? What is human? He does want to 
strengthen you with might in the ‘inner man’. 
Now we know that we are born again, we receive 
the divine nature. I am not going to go too far 
here because Lachlan has a great lot on his plate 
to bring just on this subject of marriage and 
house; but the Lord is wanting to strengthen us 
by His Spirit in the inner man so that the human 
substance of new creation life can believe and 
walk and talk. Even though Christ is within us, 



  
 Presbytery Word  Page 2 

His faith is the thing that sets us free. When They 
came in, Christ came into you (the Father and 
the Son), you did not become a puppet where He 
put His hand at the back of your neck, and He 
does the talking and you just… You are not that. 
He has cut you free to join Their fellowship to be 
strengthened in might so that you can believe 
and speak. ‘Add to your faith virtue and then to 
virtue knowledge’ because the tabernacle of God 
is with men. We will be eternally and forever 
men and women – not men and women - but 
the definition of men.  (I attacked that one 
yesterday in a good way, I hope.) Anyway, we will 
be men in the image and likeness of God. Then 
to him who overcomes, the Father says, ‘I will be 
his God, and he will be My son.’ Sons of God 
with the divine nature. You cannot get closer to 
being God than that without becoming God. You 
are not God, but you are sons of men who are 
sons of God with the image and likeness of God 
in the fellowship of Their community - the 
fellowship of Yahweh Elohim. What more could 
you want? You will be you. He put a lot of time 
into talking about you before, in Their covenant. 
‘Add to your faith virtue.’ 

One little word about virtue before I sit down. I 
used to speak on this a lot when I was very 
young, but I loved the concept of virtue as a 
person standing up, thoroughly washed and 
showered, properly deodoranted, ready to step 
out and present themselves to go out and meet 
and relate and do your work in the world, in life 
and in the family. That is what virtue means. It 
means a person with ‘oil on their forehead’. That 
is the actual language meaning of it - a person 
anointed with oil. When they said ‘oil’ there, they 
meant, that ladies, your makeup is on properly. 
You do not have your lippy on sideways. You are 
all adding to your faith; you are receiving 
strength and substance - virtue. Virtue then is the 
true confidence; it is the true meaning of 
Christian confidence. We have this word; you are 
not projecting anything; you are just going for 
secure and confident. It is true confidence from 
the Lord to proceed forward in life day by day, 
day by day. 

Meekness is what that is. Meekness is ‘strength 
under control’. What is the strength? It is what 
he has through faith. The faith He has given you 
enabled you to be strengthened with His might 
in the inner man to step forward, be confident 

and to proceed. It is not just that He is with you, 
but that you can do it. You can do it if it is 
according to what He named you to do. So go and 
do what you have been named to do. Thank you, 
Lachlan. 

Lachlan Perrin 
Good morning, everyone, and welcome to those 
on live stream as well. It is a real delight to be 
with you, and it was a real privilege to be at the 
dinner last night and to see the fruit of the labour 
of all the young adults. It was a credit to you all 
and a blessed time. The Lord does bless the work 
of our hands, and I think it was edifying for all. 
One of the young adults/over 25’s was saying to 
me through the night that there is such an effort 
that goes into preparing, and such a build-up and 
such a climax on the night, that it is a bit hard 
to know, what comes next? I said, ‘How about a 
courtship?’ (If you have the chance to watch the 
replay from last night (if you did not see that), it 
will make a lot more sense in its context). 

I am going to bring greetings from Toowoomba. 
I know many of you have friends and some 
family in Toowoomba, so greetings from the 
congregation in Toowoomba and from Mel and 
the four kids as well. What I am going to do in 
this session is continue in the things that the 
Lord is speaking to us in this season and has 
been for quite some time. That will be principally 
around the reformation of our marriage, and also 
the preparation of our houses to be worthy 
houses. As we have already begun, let us make 
that distinction. Your marriage is not your house. 
The covenant of your house is not the covenant 
of your marriage. The covenant of your marriage 
is not the covenant of your house. We will 
explain that distinction as we proceed. 

What I would like for us to see today is that the 
fruit of reformation in the culture of our marriage 
and reformation in the culture of our house is 
necessary for our illumination and participation 
in the administration of Christ that is suitable for 
the fullness of times. I will explain that as we 
continue this morning.  

If there was a point of pastoral application that I 
have been really burdened around, it is a point 
of encouragement this morning. I believe the 
Lord is calling us again to clothe ourselves with 
humility - to be clothed with humility. The Lord 
is asking us, despite what we think we have 



  
 Presbytery Word  Page 3 

already attained in our marriage and already 
attained in our house, despite those things, He is 
asking us to once again ‘humble ourselves under 
His mighty hand, so that in due time, He can 
exalt us’ or lift us. I am hoping you can catch this 
morning that we are humbling ourselves under 
His right hand so that as our marriages and our 
houses are reformed, there is no jar between the 
culture of our house and the culture of the 
fellowship of Yahweh so we can be taken in 
hand. To be ‘taken in hand’ means we are joined 
to the ministry that is proceeding from Christ’s 
right hand. It is first reformation in our houses 
so that we are illuminated to appreciate seven 
stars or seven lampstands and seven presbyteries 
in Christ’s right hand, and how the church and 
the bride are proceeding as an administration 
suitable. 

I will labour this point of encouragement with 
one more verse from 1 Peter 5. I woke up this 
morning and the phrase that was resonating in 
my spirit is that humility will be your salvation. 
Humility will be your salvation. 1 Peter 5 is Peter 
quoting the Old Testament. ‘God is opposed to 
the proud, but He gives grace [to the who?] to the 
humble.’ He gives grace to the humble. We have 
heard this morning that the humble person is 
receiving grace by the faith that they receive in 
the word. They are receiving exanastasis life from 
Christ’s finished anastasis so that the will of God 
is being made substantial in their life. This is the 
person receiving grace because they are humble. 
For a marriage and for a house, this will be the 
capacity for a culture of blamelessness and a 
culture of worthiness.  

As I begin, let us be encouraged and let us clothe 
ourselves with humility. That is a bankruptcy of 
spirit. Regarding our marriages and regarding our 
houses, we are trusting that as we do (and this 
was the other verse that was on my heart this 
morning), ‘…to whoever has much, more will be 
given.’ It does not matter how long you have been 
married. We recently celebrated our 17th wedding 
anniversary, and yet it is a new season for us. 
Whatever we have attained to after 17 years, the 
Lord has much more that He wants to give. That 
is true if it is 17, 27 or 47 years. It does not matter. 
This is a season when the Lord is speaking, and 
He wants to bless us with something new. 

What we are going to do is begin exploring this 
point today with three mysteries that the 

Scriptures nominate. These mysteries belong to 
our participation in the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. It is Their covenant purpose to bring forth 
a multitude of sons that are participating in Their 
fellowship and whom they are brought forth in 
Their image and in Their likeness. Of course, the 
first and foremost mystery nominated by the 
Scriptures… (and there are many mysteries 
nominated) …the first and foremost is Yahweh 
Elohim’s desire to bring forth a multitude of sons 
of God that are new creation. This is the first and 
ultimate mystery. As I discussed the three that 
we are going to look at today, I am really speaking 
to those who have been born again of the life of 
God - everything we heard at our last Bible 
school weekend about The Steps of Salvation. I 
am assuming today that those steps are becoming 
a living foundation in your pilgrimage and in 
your journey. We are building on that now as we 
look at these three mysteries. 

The first mystery is that of a man with a maid 
from Proverbs 30 verses 18 to 19. This mystery 
really has two applications. The first is in the 
season of courtship throughout which a man and 
a woman develop a bond or a union together and 
they do so by a remnant of the Father’s Spirit. 
We are going to talk today about a remnant of 
the Spirit. The second application of the mystery 
of a man with a maid is the fruit of their 
courtship which is a totally unique marriage 
covenant that the couple establish through a 
remnant of the Father’s Spirit. Part of Vic’s 
encouragement to the young adults last night 
was that during the bonding phase of a 
courtship… (and this is a quote from the book 
you have received) …during the bonding phase, 
it is as if cement is being added to the relational 
dynamics of the couple. I personally love that 
sentence. 

With that in mind, every person desiring a 
Christian courtship will need to demonstrate a 
personal readiness in at least four things. I have 
jotted down four. Understanding and desiring the 
principles of Christian marriage. That would be 
first and foremost if they would like a Christian 
courtship. They will also need to possess an 
adequate self-awareness and self-knowledge. This 
was a big theme last night. If we do not know 
how to know ourselves, we never learn how to 
know another person. I find that in many 
courtships, couples do not do a good job of taking 
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a step back and asking, ‘What are we actually 
doing here? What is growing? What is my 
motivation? What type of courtship am I walking 
in? What type of marriage am I after? What has 
informed my idea of marriage?’ - all these 
questions. Most couples are just tracking along, 
and they do need some counsel to help them ask 
these questions: It is a desire and an 
understanding for Christian marriage; it is an 
adequate self-awareness and self-knowledge; it is 
a sincere capacity to appreciate and lay down life 
for another person; it is a resolve… (this is the 
fourth one) ...a resolve to walk in a culture of 
blamelessness. 

When we talk about blamelessness, we are 
referring to walking by faith with Christ in the 
fellowship of His offering and sufferings. This is 
a culture of blamelessness. We learn this culture 
as it is exemplified and instructed to us by the 
ministry of Christ’s messengers. This is what it 
means to be discipled. Those who are walking 
blamelessly are spiritual. That was a big 
encouragement last night too - the difference 
between flesh and Spirit in terms of a courtship. 
I will emphasise this point: the viability of a 
couple’s bonding season producing a godly 
marriage covenant (that is an expression of the 
fellowship of Yahweh), depends entirely upon 
both the man and the woman being converted 
from walking after the flesh to instead walking 
according to the Spirit in the light of the gospel. 
That is the only foundation that will produce a 
godly marriage. 

If blamelessness is not the culture of each 
individual firstly, in relation to the bond that 
they are establishing as a couple, their union (it 
will be unequally yoked) will be formed on the 
basis of self-centred interests, even if they are 
aspiring toward a Christian marriage. Tim gave 
us a really helpful explanation of that last night. 
He said that if a couple fixate on their future 
spouse being the reward of their courtship, then 
they will walk carnally. Why is that? Because the 
Lord has said to every believer, ‘I am your 
Reward. I Am your Reward.’ The reward of 
courtship (a spiritual courtship) is actually a one-
spirit union of a man and a woman. That is the 
reward. And what does the reward look like? Let 
us say that the union of a man and a woman in 
one spirit, in one flesh is a miracle. That is 
actually a miracle. What does it look like? It is 

the capacity to bring forth godly seed - godly seed 
in the womb. Then as we said last night, counsel 
during a courtship is helping a couple 
individually firstly, and then as a couple, to know 
how they are walking. Are they walking by the 
flesh or are they walking by the Spirit? This is 
the way of a man with a maid - the first mystery 
we are considering. 

The second mystery refers to Christ and the 
church. I will read the key verses for these. 
Ephesians 5 verses 30 to 32: ‘For this reason 
[because we are members of His body] a man 
shall leave his mother and father and shall be 
joined to his wife and the two shall become one 
flesh. This mystery is great, but I am speaking 
with reference to Christ and the church.’ This is 
our second mystery. It is Christ and the church, 
but we are registering here, unless a couple learn 
how to leave mother and father and  be joined in 
one flesh and of one spirit, they will not receive 
an illumination or a capacity to participate in the 
mystery of Christ and the church. They will be 
of a different culture. 

The third mystery is the seven stars or 
presbyteries in Christ’s right hand and the seven 
lampstands. This is what Christ directed the 
apostle John to. This is Revelation 1 verse 20. ‘As 
for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw 
in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: the seven stars are the angels [or the 
aggelos messengers] of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches.’ 
The key point today (I will say it one more time) 
is that illumination concerning the first mystery 
is necessary for our participation in the mystery 
of Christ and the church and the mystery of the 
stars in the right hand of Christ. To say that 
another way, Christ cannot gather us to His right 
hand as part of the fellowship of the presbytery 
and as part of the ministry of a lampstand church 
until the culture of our houses has been restored 
to the culture of Zion. He is making this point 
and saying it different ways this morning. 

The reformation of our marriages and our houses 
is the fruit of responding to the word of Christ 
with repentance and faith obedience. Now I have 
been thinking about these three mysteries and 
then looking again at the first letter that Paul 
wrote to Timothy. It is really quite an amazing 
letter. What we see is a progression through each 
of these chapters. In the first chapter, Paul is 
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highlighting that Christ Himself was anointed 
with the seven Spirits of God for the sake of 
ministering illumination, deliverance and 
healing. These of course are leading to salvation. 
When Jesus testified in Luke it is recorded, He 
said, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me…’ He 
declared the outcome of the sevenfold Spirit 
being upon Him. He said that He can ‘…preach 
the gospel to the poor. He can proclaim release 
for the captives. He can grant the recovery of sight 
to the blind and He can bring deliverance to 
those who are oppressed.’ This is the capacity of 
the seven Spirits of God ministered by Christ. It 
was an anointing upon Him. This is how Paul 
introduces the first chapter here of 1 Timothy 
verses 15 and 16. He says, ‘It is a trustworthy 
statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ 
came into the world to save sinners.’ How did He 
do that? By the anointing of the sevenfold Spirit 
upon Him. Paul says here, ‘…among whom I am 
foremost of all. Yet for this reason I found mercy 
so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 
demonstrate His perfect patience as an example 
for those who would believe in Him for eternal 
life.’ This the sevenfold Spirit upon Christ and 
His ministry, and Paul is testifying of being a 
recipient of that ministry. 

In the next chapter of 1 Timothy, Paul explains 
how the seven Spirits of the Lord from the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are expressed 
in a house. Let us have a look at that. Christ is 
explaining that by the capacity of the Spirit, He 
has fulfilled every man’s works and every 
woman’s works during His offering and suffering 
journey. We need to take our time and think on 
this. If you are a man today and you are married 
and you are a father, Christ has gone before you, 
and for every single day of your earthly sojourn, 
He has fulfilled your works as a husband. He has 
trailblazed your works as a husband. He has 
trailblazed your works as a father. He has 
trailblazed your works as a man in your house. 
He has also done this for every woman and every 
child. He has accomplished the works of every 
day that belong to the name and sonship of each 
person in a household. We are to walk with 
Christ in the fulfillment of these works each day 
by the capacity of the seven Spirits of God. 

In that sense, the anointing of the seven Spirits 
of God that was upon Christ, John said that it 
was ‘without measure’. That anointing is running 

down upon all of us who are members of His 
body. This is what Psalm 133 tells us. It is helpful 
to appreciate this – the seven Spirits of God is 
the fullness of the capacity of the fellowship of 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is very hard to 
quantify that. The sevenfold Spirit with which we 
are anointed is without measure as it was for 
Christ. It is not the capacity of the Father, plus 
the capacity of the Son, plus the capacity of the 
Holy Spirit - because Their fellowship is a 
fellowship of offering. If you were to then say, 
‘Well, the minute we have offering, there is 
multiplication. So, it must be the capacity of the 
Father multiplied by the capacity of the Son 
multiplied by the capacity of the Holy Spirit.’ If 
you were trying to write it in a mathematical 
statement, it would not matter how you wrote it, 
the answer is always fullness without measure. 
This is the capacity that Christ was ministering 
by - but it is also the capacity by which we are 
now walking with Him in the pilgrimage that He 
has finished for us. 

Paul explained to Timothy how the knowledge 
of our works is accessed. It begins with a man 
lifting up holy hands in prayer to connect with 
Christ. He is learning his works as husband and 
head from Christ. He is learning this so that his 
wife can proceed ‘of him’. She can be of him. 
Likewise, a woman can find deliverance from 
anxiety and control as she is illuminated to her 
own submission to the headship of Christ. She 
learns her obedience from Him, which includes 
how to be of her husband as a woman who 
professes godliness with works. Let us have a 
look at how Paul described this. This is 1 
Timothy 2 now, verse 5. ‘For there is one God 
and one Mediator between God and man, the 
Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom 
for all [we would say ‘that is by Eternal Spirit’], to 
be the testimony given at the proper time. Verse 
7: ‘For this I was appointed a preacher and an 
apostle - I am telling the truth; I am not lying - 
as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.’ 
Paul is speaking. as a star messenger in the right 
hand of Christ. Verses 8 to 11: ‘Therefore I want 
the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy 
hands without wrath and dissension [or wrath 
and doubting]. Likewise, I want women to adorn 
themselves with proper clothing, modestly and 
discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or 
pearls or costly garments, but rather by means of 
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good works as it is proper for women making a 
claim to godliness.’ 

We keep coming back to this point: our 
illumination concerning our participation in a 
microcosm fellowship of Yahweh in our marriage 
and in our house requires a bankruptcy of spirit. 
The Lord has something to teach us as we entreat 
Him with humility. I have said it this way: 
Individuals and households that are receiving 
this illumination of how to participate in the 
fellowship of Yahweh, will be identified because 
they are humble and because they are entreating 
Christ’s messengers to disciple them with 
instruction. As disciple-messengers are doing 
that, these couples, these households are being 
immersed as sons of God into the Father, into the 
Son and into the Holy Spirit. This is the verse I 
quoted earlier: 1 Peter 5 verse 6. ‘Therefore, 
humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God that He may exalt you at the proper time.’ 
This is referring to Christ being able to join 
individuals or couples and then households to 
the work of ministry that is in His right hand 
because they are committed to a culture of 
blamelessness. It means there is no jar in the 
culture of Zion and the culture of their house. 
Their house (I love that word) has become a 
‘microcosm’ of the fellowship of Yahweh. This is 
how they are abiding together in one spirit. 

This is 1 Timothy 3 now. We are moving forward 
to understand a bit more about the man and the 
woman and then if this culture is active in their 
house and then how they are joined to the work 
in the church. This is a fairly plain statement. In 
1 Timothy 3 verse 5, Paul says that if a man does 
not know how to manage his own household, 
how will he take care of the church of God? Can 
you say if there is not reformation to 
blamelessness and the capacity to dwell in a 
household in the culture of the fellowship of 
Yahweh, it is a complete presumption to come 
and join the administration of Christ? That is 
what Paul is actually saying here. If you are not 
learning this in the context of your marriage and 
your house, then it is not going to work to come 
to church and try to do it there. Then he 
continues in verses 14 and 15 of chapter 3: ‘I am 
writing these things to you, hoping to come to 
you before long; but in case I am delayed, I write 
so that you will know how to conduct yourself 
in the household of God.’ How do we do that? By 

ensuring that our marriage and our house are 
contexts for the expression of the fellowship of 
Yahweh. He was writing here so that we know 
how we ought to ‘… conduct ourselves in the 
household of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and the support of the truth 
[or the ground of truth]. By common confession, 
great is the mystery of godliness. He who was 
revealed in the flesh was vindicated in the Spirit, 
seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up in glory.’ 

When Paul writes here that phrase, ‘the mystery 
of godliness’, this is a summary term for the 
covenant purpose of God. This mystery is being 
revealed through the preaching of the gospel of 
God. As we have already heard this morning, 
every person with an ear to hear what the spirit 
is saying to the churches at this time is being 
urged to abide in God - to learn how to abide in 
God. We have rejoiced in understanding the 
steps of salvation that get us all the way to God 
abiding in us - to new birth. What we are all 
giving ourselves to understand now is that that 
is not enough for salvation. We need to abide in 
God, and this is where the Lord is instructing us 
at this time. As we are baptised into Their 
fellowship through the process of discipleship, 
that is what it means to return to Zion. We are 
returning to Zion, learning that culture, and we 
are learning then how to be joined to an 
administration that is suitable for the ‘fullness of 
times’. We could say ‘for the time of the end’. 

The key point this morning is that living and 
walking in the light of the gospel of God, does 
have an ongoing implication to your marriage. 
We cannot just separate out what the Lord is 
saying about disciples learning to abide in God. 
We cannot separate that out from reformation in 
our marriage, and equally, there will be 
reformation in our household. 

Let us talk about a remnant of the Father’s Spirit. 
The covenant of marriage is the Father’s holy 
institution. You have heard that sentence many 
times, I hope, in the last few months. The 
covenant of marriage is the Father’s holy 
institution, which He loves. The Father’s holy 
institution. The Father has given mankind this 
covenant. It is good to pause on these things 
because part of our repentance for the last season 
has been to acknowledge that actually, most of 
us, when we were married, took that covenant 
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and made it our own. The covenant of marriage 
is the Father’s covenant gifted to us and included 
in that covenant is the physical capacity for 
procreation so that two individual identities can 
become one flesh and one spirit and then bring 
forth godly identities. This is the Father’s desire 
for us. When Malachi introduces the term ‘a 
remnant of the Spirit’, in the first case he was 
identifying that a couple is made one by a 
remnant of the Spirit from the Father. It is a 
remnant of the Spirit from the Father. 

Malachi 2.15: ‘But did He not make them one, 
having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He 
seeks godly offspring.’ We read here, ‘Did He not 
make them one?’ and ‘Does He not seek godly 
offspring?’ That ‘He’ is the Father. The desire for 
many sons is sourced in God the Father. He is 
the origin of the desire to bring forth many sons 
to glory. We can define a remnant of the Father’s 
Spirit, and I will say this a couple of times. It is 
the Father’s expression of the seven Spirits of 
God by the Holy Spirit in relation to marriage. I 
will say it again. A remnant of the Father’s Spirit 
is the Father’s expression of the seven Spirits. It 
is always by the Holy Spirit in relation to 
marriage. The best way to understand headship 
(we will talk about headship this morning) is 
with the word ‘priority’. 

There is a priority concerning the ministry of 
Yahweh Elohim to your marriage and the 
priority is coming from the Father. The Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit are in one fellowship 
together. As we know, the Son is laying down, 
and the Holy Spirit is laying down to reveal the 
initiative of the Father. It is not as if the ministry 
of the Father… (which is to give us the capacity 
of the seven Spirits of God to be made one in 
marriage) …it is not as if the Son and the Holy 
Spirit are completely separate from this, but they 
are giving the priority of the ministry of seven 
Spirits of God to the Father. The Father is 
equipping a couple to be one spirit and of one 
flesh. Then, we could equally say the Father and 
the Holy Spirit are revealing the Son whose 
priority is towards the headship of a house. The 
Father has a priority to do with headship in a 
marriage. The Son has a priority to do with 
headship in a house. We could say that there is 
a priority of the Holy Spirit to do with each 
individual as a temple of the Holy Spirit and 
what the ministry of the seven Spirits of God as 

a river of living water coming forth from Them 
looks like. 

Let us just stick with this definition here. A 
remnant of the Spirit is the Father’s expression of 
seven Spirits by the Holy Spirit in relation to 
marriage. It is a capacity that the Father is giving 
a couple. Now Jesus highlighted the Father’s 
unique expression of seven Spirits within us in 
Matthew 10 verse 18. This is what He said, ‘You 
will even be brought before governors and kings 
for my sake as a testimony to them and to the 
Gentiles. But when they hand you over, do not 
worry about how or what you are to say, for it 
will be given you in that hour what you are to 
say.’ We could overlay here the principle of 
Christian courtship (and  it should not be like a 
court of law; it should not be like appearing 
before a judge), but you are appearing before this 
very different foreign thing called ‘a woman’; or 
this very unusual thing called ‘a man’. If you 
worry beforehand about all the things you are 
going to say, that would be carnal. That would be 
of the flesh. What does Jesus say here? ‘For it is 
not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your 
Father who speaks in you.’ Now that is amazing 
that a man and a woman in a courtship (and this 
continues through marriage as a husband and a 
wife) can, by a remnant of the Father’s Spirit, 
speak to one another by the Spirit of the Father. 
That is to be a spiritual union - a spiritual couple 
or marriage. 

Similarly, a courting couple submit their 
relationship to the Lord, relinquishing or letting 
go of their aspirations and expectations of 
marriage that are sourced in their self-centred 
flesh. Instead, they trust that the capacity to be 
joined in Christian marriage comes only from the 
Father. This is what we are looking for as we 
counsel couples. Have you already decided what 
the entire courtship or what the marriage will 
look like? Have you already figured all that out? 
Or can you let those things go, so that by a 
remnant of the Spirit, you can actually be joined 
in a Christian spiritual union? 

It is the Spirit of the Father who is at work in the 
establishment of a couple’s union or their bond 
together. This principle then continues all the 
way through their Christian marriage. It will be 
helpful to make this point today. This is not what 
we have said before about a remnant of the Spirit. 
I do not know how many times I have taught on 
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the remnant of the Spirit and here I am again 
today telling you something different. Praise the 
Lord that He continues to speak from heaven. 
Amen. Something new is coming and 
clarification is coming, and we are 
understanding. I am sure you are bearing witness 
in your spirit to the Lord speaking today. 

What we have said most recently is that every 
son of God by the Holy Spirit has the same 
spiritual endowment. From that point, we have 
then said that because a man individually and a 
woman individually already possess a remnant 
of the Spirit, for that reason they have the 
capacity to be one in Christian marriage. That is 
not what I am saying now. What I am saying this 
morning is that a remnant of the Spirit that 
makes a marriage one flesh and of one spirit is a 
dimension of the Father’s expression of the 
capacity of the seven Spirits of God. Now the way 
I have explained that is that the Father is 
enabling that particular man and that particular 
woman… You could add to this list: with their 
different temperament dispositions; with their 
different personalities; with their unique 
identities; with the unique packages of works and 
grace that each one has; you could add to that a 
great number of things. What I am saying is that 
despite the improbability of those two ever being 
able to understand each other and being one, the 
Father by a remnant of His Spirit makes them 
one. Now that is a miracle. There is a spiritual 
capacity coming. It is the seven Spirits of God 
ministered by the Father to a couple so that all 
those things can be put aside and a couple can 
be spiritual and they can be equipped to bring 
forth godly seed. 

What we are saying then is it is not a greater 
spiritual endowment that a couple receives than 
a person who is single. It is better to think of it 
as a unique capacity from the Father for the work 
of being joined. I have said that word deliberately 
- it is the work of being joined in one spirit in 
marriage. There is a unique equipping. Now 
depending on how you are, you might need a bit 
more capacity from the Father. Or depending on 
how others are, they might need a bit less 
capacity from the Father. There is a lot in this to 
do with the chemistry of a couple and 
compatibilities and comparabilities. All those 
things are answered by the capacity of the Father 
to make them one. 

The Father begins to equip a Christian couple 
with the remnant of His Spirit during the 
bonding phase of their courtship. Again, we have 
not said that clearly before either. We have said 
it many different ways. Building on that point, 
this is why it is essential that a courting couple 
cease from walking after the flesh during the 
bonding phase of their courtship. My reflection 
would be there are a lot of fleshly perspectives 
that do tend to inform the friendship phase, the 
romance phase, and the courtship phase of the 
courtship process. There is some reality to that, 
and there is some merit to that, but certainly as 
a couple chooses (and chooses freely) to embark 
upon the bonding phase of their courtship and 
they have received a measure of faith to answer 
those first three questions and proceed on, they 
are giving themselves wholly to cease walking by 
the flesh. As I have said, that will be the making 
of their Christian union. They are choosing to 
walk by the Spirit during their bonding phase. 
They are individually learning to respond with a 
culture of blamelessness to the word, to 
bankruptcy of spirit. It is a ‘we believe Lord, help 
our unbelief response’. It is a culture of 
blamelessness in response to the word and to the 
work that it is accomplishing within them in 
relation to and for the sake of the other. The man 
is learning how to offer himself so that the 
woman can be of him. The woman is learning 
how to be of the man so that once they are 
married, she can multiply the agenda of their 
marriage, for she will be finally, the community 
of their house. 

When this shift to walking by the Spirit… (and 
this is in humility and looking to the Father for 
the capacity to be of one culture of 
blamelessness) … when that shift is not 
happening, then the yoking together of those two 
Christians will be unequal. What we are saying 
there is that you will have a situation where 
either both are carnal or one is carnal and one is 
spiritual. One is responding to the word with 
humility and bankruptcy of spirit (they are 
responding in a culture of blamelessness), the 
other is still hanging on to all their aspirations to 
do with courtship and marriage. You find that 
they will never yoke as a Christian couple. 

We are introducing these themes, and this will 
be something of the content for all next year - 
marriage and house. Let us just have another 
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look at headship in the marriage and distinguish 
that from headship in the house. I said earlier 
that we will make this distinction: the union of a 
man and a woman by a remnant of the Father’s 
spirit establishes headship in the marriage. How 
does headship begin in a marriage? The union of 
a man and a woman, by the capacity of the 
remnant of the Father’s Spirit is establishing 
headship in the marriage. The married couple are 
a procreating unit within a house, bringing forth 
fruit for God. Again, that is another terrific point, 
that the covenant of marriage belongs to God and 
the miracle of procreation that He has gifted 
mankind (the fruit of that miracle) also belongs 
to God. This is the wonderful verse we have been 
singing that Luke and Nadine wrote, ‘Here am I 
and the children You have given me’. This is the 
mandate of every godly father in that sense to be 
like Abraham going up the mountain saying, 
‘Here is my son and he belongs to you, Lord. He 
belongs to you, God.’ This is what we are talking 
about here. They are a procreating unit bringing 
forth fruit for God. We are making a distinction 
then between the covenant of marriage and the 
covenant of a house. Tied to that distinction, 
there are two distinct expressions of headship. 

In the marriage, a man exercises headship 
towards his wife. In the house, Christ’s headship 
is exercised towards the man, the woman and 
each child in relation to their works and 
expression as a son of God. In relation to the 
marriage and the headship that a man exercises 
towards his wife, he has been invited by God to 
participate in an order of headship which is from 
the Father to the Son to the man and to the 
woman and it is by the Holy Spirit. I have the 
comment here too: headship is not hierarchical 
and you do need to be illuminated to this. This 
is quite an answer for young ladies during their 
courtship where they are control freaks and they 
are wanting to control and wanting to snare with 
‘nets and bands’ - snare someone for their 
purposes. I have said it this way: the man has an 
accountability to participate in the order of 
headship. The woman has an accountability to 
participate in the order of headship. The Lord 
holds both accountable for their accountable 
participation. Hopefully that is a helpful way to 
understand this. 

Let us talk about headship in the marriage. The 
man receives instruction from Christ concerning 

the culture and agenda of his marriage, for Christ 
has fulfilled that man’s works as husband and 
head. The man’s initiative of headship toward his 
wife is to lay down his life in offering by the 
capacity of a remnant of the Father’s Spirit to 
bring God’s agenda to his marriage and house 
and to guard the culture of a one-spirit marriage. 
I would like to say that again because it took me 
a very long time to write that sentence. The man’s 
initiative of headship toward his wife is to lay 
down his life in offering by the capacity of a 
remnant of the Father’s Spirit to bring God’s 
agenda to his marriage and house, and to guard 
the culture of a one-spirit marriage. In turn, as 
the woman offers herself by the capacity of a 
remnant of the Father’s Spirit, she reveals the 
authority of her husband and at the same time, 
she is secured in her mandate as helper to that 
man in Christian marriage. Hopefully this is 
getting clearer on a remnant of the Spirit 
equipping a man to exercise headship and a 
woman to respond to this order of headship. 

By submitting herself to the order of headship, 
she receives grace to proceed from her husband 
as a wife. As a husband and wife individually 
continue in a culture of humility, making 
blameless responses to the word of Christ’s 
messengers, a fellowship of one spirit will be 
evident in their marriage and their house. That 
is, because they have availed themselves of a 
remnant of the Father’s Spirit, and their marriage 
is joined in headship order. The culture of their 
marriage (and then a house when they have 
children) will be an expression of the fellowship 
of Yahweh. Does that stir faith in your heart 
today? Their marriage will be a demonstration 
(an exemplification} of the very fellowship of 
Yahweh. What does that look like? I have had a 
go at describing what that looks like. Both the 
man and the woman will be able to be entreated. 
Both will be free to share testimonies of 
reformation beyond their marriage. As a couple 
and as a house, they will not be a fortress. Rather 
they will be able to be addressed. Because they 
are worthy… (we would say [worthy] of the 
fellowship of Yahweh to rest upon their house as 
a blessing of peace) …because they are worthy, 
there will be an overflow of life extended from 
their house in the form of care toward others. 
This is the fellowship of Yahweh overflowing 
from a worthy house that is now fruiting over 
and blessing others. 
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Now practically this morning, let us consider this 
as a welcoming. and hospitable house. But more 
importantly, because the fellowship of the Spirit 
is honoured and present in their house, they will 
have the capacity to communicate the ministry 
of the Spirit beyond their house. The fruit of their 
marriage and house will be the edification of the 
saints. 

Let us talk about headship in the house. We have 
just said that in marriage the man exercises 
headship towards his wife. In the house, Christ’s 
headship is exercised towards the man, the 
woman, and each child in relation to their works 
and expression as a son of God. This is because 
Christ has fulfilled the works of every day for 
each individual in a household. This does have 
some interesting implications. In the ideal 
situation, the grace for life and godliness which 
comes from God, flows in the order of headship. 
This enables a woman by the Spirit to do the 
works that belong to her name so that what is of 
her husband is multiplied through her, for she is 
the community of the house. Children within 
that household, as they obey their parents in the 
Lord (for this is right), they do so by the spirit 
and they are also connected and secured in their 
works. 

However, let us consider the scenario or consider 
what happens in a marriage and a house when 
the couple are not one spirit by a remnant of the 
Father’s Spirit. If Christ has fulfilled the works of 
the man, which include the works of being a 
husband, a head and a father, and the man 
defaults in his participation in the order of 
headship, his wife and children can still be 
secured in the works of their sonship. This is 
amazing. This is what Paul was explaining in 1 
Corinthians 7 verses 12 to 14: ‘But to the rest I 
speak, not the Lord. But if any brother has a wife 
who does not believe and she is pleased to dwell 
with him, do not let him put her away. And the 
woman who has a husband who does not believe, 
if he is pleased to dwell with her, do not let her 
leave him. For the unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife and the unbelieving wife 
is sanctified by the husband or else your children 
would be unclean, but now they are holy.’ Paul 
is saying if there is a default, and a couple have 
not availed themselves as a spiritual pair of a 
remnant of the Father’s Spirit, the kids in that 
family can still be secured because Christ is the 

head of that household. For the man who has 
defaulted in exercising headship, Christ is able to 
secure that woman so that she can get on, be a 
wife and be a mother to her children. She is not 
bereft of a ministry of headship. It is coming from 
Christ. It is amazing even when a couple’s 
participation in the fellowship of Yahweh is 
crippled because they are not one spirit together, 
Christ who is head of their house, can sanctify 
the members of that household who are 
believing. That is, as they daily join the 
fellowship of Christ’s offering and sufferings, He 
enables their sanctified participation in the 
fellowship of His body. Now obviously, this will 
have practical implications. For the children, it 
will have practical impediments depending on 
the level of dysfunction and disconnect in the 
marriage. Then as a house, as a whole, of course 
it will not be a context, nor will the house have 
the capacity (or the marriage have the capacity) 
to exemplify and minister the culture of first love. 
This will not be a house that is able to do that. 

I would like to talk about the principles of the 
flesh in a carnal marriage. This will be a bit 
enjoyable as we do that, but it is a bit of a 
negative point, so I would love to get to ‘the 
recovery of identity dystrophy through prayer’. 
But if we do not, we will just have to end on the 
negative today. Having considered the expression 
of headship in a marriage and the expression of 
headship in a house, it would be helpful for us 
to consider the expression of the flesh in a 
marriage. We are talking today about two 
spirituals joined by the instrument of the Father, 
which is a remnant of His Spirit, to be of one 
spirit and of one flesh.  

The other law is the principle of fallen flesh. It is 
fundamentally self-centred, even if a person’s 
goal is the betterment of another person. We will 
see pretty quickly what I mean when we start to 
consider the kind of friction and the kind of strife 
that arises when a person’s good intentions 
within their house are not received, particularly 
by their spouse. It would be this kind of thinking, 
‘I have done this very kind thing for you and for 
the household because I thought that you would 
appreciate it and me. But you do not. And now I 
am upset with you.’ 

This upset is the outcome of a person’s self-
centred other law being disappointed. They are 
disappointed; their other law is disappointed. 
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This is how Paul summarised the principle in 
Romans 7 verse 22 - verses we know well. We 
have to tease out the different laws that he is 
writing about here. ‘I joyfully concur with the law 
of God in the inner man. But I see another law 
[or a different law - the other law] in the members 
of my body. It is waging war against the law of 
my mind, and it is making me a prisoner of the 
law of sin which is in my members.’ Our mind 
wars against the self-centred motives of the other 
law. How does it do that? It is our will to do good. 
However, the law of our mind is our perception 
of good and our perception of how things should 
work, which we impose on others in the name of 
doing good. We expect this good to be 
acknowledged and accepted by others. When it 
is not accepted, we feel as if we are being rejected 
by the other person, particularly our spouse who 
is meant to be in our corner. They are meant to 
be for us. 

I have this example here. A man arrives home 
from work in the afternoon, and his wife is still 
out picking up the children from the swimming 
pool; from music lessons; from great-grandma’s 
house. His self-centred other law is saying this, 
‘You have had a long day at work, you deserve to 
sit around and relax.’ This is his self-centred 
other law. But not willing to concede to such 
selfishness, the law of his mind informs him that 
what will be good for his wife and household is 
to surprise them by cooking dinner. This is a 
good idea. Now, without getting into the details 
of why and how and what, let us imagine that 
this plan completely unravels. Perhaps the 
kitchen is chaotic and messy when Mum and the 
kids arrive home. Perhaps Dad’s elaborate dinner 
plan is not ready until very late in the evening. 
Perhaps the kids just do not like what he cooked. 
The children who should be the beneficiaries of 
this great good say, ‘I just wish Mum cooked, 
Dad.’  Mum looks at the kitchen and starts 
thinking about the cleanup required and says, 
‘Amen to that.’ Now this scene sparks the 
emotions of sin. This reaction, which is focused 
on the person whom we believe has rejected us, 
is energised and we justify our emotions of sin 
by the misappropriation of God’s law. We are 
now empowered and it gives rise to fiery wrath, 
wherein we become a vehicle of judgement 
toward the others. Now Dad is really upset. He is 
blowing up at his wife and his kids, and he is 
energised by a few Scriptures about headship and 

kids respecting their parents. He is saying these 
things; the kids get sent to bed; Mum is left 
cleaning up the kitchen after Cyclone Dad’s 
effort, and Dad is skulking around the house in 
utter disbelief at the lack of gratitude from his 
family. He cannot believe this has happened. 

The truth is, that despite feeling justified passing 
judgement on his family; despite justifying his 
stubbornness concerning his perception of good; 
despite justifying the manifestations of the 
emotions of sin; and  his misappropriation of 
God’s truth - all this has brought that man under 
the judgement of God. That should be humbling 
right there. Unless arrested through illumination, 
godly sorrow, repentance and faith, this dynamic 
in the marriage and in the house (which actually 
is a sociopathic dynamic) will only produce what 
Paul called ‘the fruit to death’. By ‘sociopathic’ I 
mean a disconnect from the reality of this man’s 
impact. There is no capacity for remorse that is 
by illumination and by the Spirit. This is just a 
complete justified mindset. There is no reality. He 
is blind to the reality of his motivations, to his 
behaviour and the resulting impact upon others. 
As a result, he has no sense of remorse. Romans 
7:5: ‘For while we were in the flesh, the sinful 
passions which were aroused by the law were at 
work in the members of our body to bear fruit 
for death.’ 

‘Fruit for death’ is a description of either 
murderous hatred (which is destructive), or a 
response (a suicidal response of vengeance), 
which is equally intended to destroy. By a 
murderous response, I mean the man could rise 
up in anger to thwart or to kill the opinions and 
objections that are refuting his good. By suicidal 
or by vengeance, I am saying he could respond 
with despondency, rejection, dejection, saying, ‘I 
will never cook again. And in fact, I will never 
eat with you lot again.’ He is destroying 
something. He is trying to dismantle this 
marriage and this family.  

It is remarkable to me… (and I will not take time 
to elaborate on this) …it is remarkable to me how 
many points of conflict between me and my wife 
occur because of an issue in the covenant of our 
house - not because of any issue in the covenant 
of our marriage. We will need some time to think 
on that and unpack it. I imagine that would be a 
very common reality. The only answer to this 
dilemma between a husband and wife is to 
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acknowledge our need to die daily with Christ. 
This is what Paul declared: ‘I have been crucified 
with Christ, it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me, and the life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son who loved me 
and gave Himself for me.’ 

We must recognise, like the two thieves on the 
cross, that we, as a fallen old man, have been 
crucified with Christ. We have been crucified 
with Christ, but having been born again, Christ 
lives in us and we live. We live as a new creation. 
Possessing the faith of the Son, which motivates 
us each day, means that we join His offering 
journey with optimism. This has been part of the 
ministry of faith this weekend. We can do this. 
There can be deliverance. There can be 
reformation. There can be faith to start an agape 
friendship. We can join His offering journey with 
optimism each day because He has already 
accomplished all the works that belong to our 
sonship. Hallelujah. We are joined to His work, 
and we are working with Him now as a co-
worker doing the works that belong to our name 
which includes our works as a spouse. As we 
make this confession, we are submitting to 
Christ’s headship. We are acknowledging that 
Christ is our Supervisor and we are His disciple 
and His servant. He is watching over what we are 
doing, conforming us as a disciple to the express 
image of whom we are to become. Another way 
to say this is that we are receiving the knowledge 
of our sonship as a reflection from His face, and 
this is a conviction of judgement concerning 
which death we are dying. Are we dying as the 
angry, unrepentant thief, fully justified, but 
nevertheless, bringing forth fruit to death? Or are 
we dying as the penitent thief where there is a 
change of heart? There are the beginnings of 
regeneration even in those few hours on the 
cross. 

Christian spouses understand and engage in this 
process individually and as a couple. It belongs 
to their commitment to be a Christian married 
couple and to have a Christian household. Unless 
they are joined to the fellowship of the cross in 
this way, the angst in their marriage is a foretaste 
of the torment of the death of Christ through 
which He put eternal death to death. That is an 
interesting sentence. The angst and friction in 
your marriage, which is a repetitive mechanism, 
is a foretaste of the death of Christ through which 

He put eternal death to death. There should be 
deliverance from this. Paul referred to this death, 
which was the death of the unrepentant thief in 
Romans 6. ‘For the death that He died, He died 
to sin once for all, but the life that He lives, He 
lives to God. Even so, consider yourselves to be 
dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.’ This 
should be encouraging for us, and this should be 
the testimony of reformation in our marriage. We 
are dead to sin and the mechanisms that cause 
the emotions of sin to flare up are being replaced 
progressively with Christ’s life that He is living 
in us. There is regeneration coming. 

I have one more section here and I think we will 
squeeze it in. This is talking about the ‘recovery 
of identity dystrophy through prayer’. We have 
considered the principles of the flesh in a carnal 
marriage. The next question we are asking is: how 
does a person find recovery when they are 
illuminated to their fleshly propensities and the 
resulting dystrophy of identity that they have 
caused? We do need to again register the mercy 
of the Lord and the faith that is being ministered 
in this content, because I think the term used last 
night (as I said earlier), through the bonding 
phase of a courtship, is as if cement is being 
added to the relational dynamics that are present. 
If those relational dynamics are the fruit of 
walking after the flesh, there will be a fleshly 
union established and it will be set in concrete. 
If those dynamics are the fruit of walking after 
the Spirit, that will be set in concrete. Does a 
couple respond with bankruptcy of spirit? As 
they register that there is a point of conflict in 
their marriage, do they respond by saying, ‘This 
should have died with Christ, and it can die with 
Christ?’ Or does it just blow up? Then there is 
some conflict resolution mechanism. It is 
romance, it is a passage of time, something else 
happens, and then the very same blow up recurs 
and recurs and recurs. 

If a couple have married and their union has 
elements set in concrete that are of the flesh, this 
is the answer. I began to say the term used last 
night (and this is of course with the young adults 
and over 25’s) - it does need some 
jackhammering. It is far better to walk by the 
Spirit through a courtship than to say, ‘Oh, we 
will jackhammer it later, Honey,’ That is a 
disaster. Let us have a look here. 
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How does a person find recovery when they are 
illuminated to fleshly propensities, and they are 
recognising that those fleshly propensities have 
caused a dystrophy of identity. ‘Dystrophy of 
identity’ means that their capacity to relate to 
their spouse is crippled. They are not able to 
relate with a full expression of their godly 
identity because there are fleshly impediments 
that hinder them from doing that. As I said, this 
will be seen in the emotions of sin blowing up. 
Deliverance and healing for identity damage is a 
regenerative work that begins with prayer in the 
Holy Spirit. Jude 1 verses 20 and 21: ‘But you, 
beloved, building yourselves up on your most 
holy faith… ’ and faith has been ministered this 
weekend and if you, like me, are responding and 
saying there are mechanisms in my marriage 
which I need to give attention to, can you build 
yourself up in the faith that is been ministered 
to you this weekend by praying in the Holy 
Spirit? ‘Keep yourselves in the love of God, 
waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to eternal life.’ 

When we pray in tongues, our spirit prays by and 
through the Holy Spirit, bypassing the law of our 
mind that provokes the emotions of sin and the 
lust for control that is resident in our flesh. I will 
say that again. When we pray in tongues, our 
spirit prays by and through the Holy Spirit, and 
we bypass the law of our mind which provokes 
the emotions of sin and the lust for control that 
is resident in our selfish flesh. Paul said to the 
Corinthians that when we pray in tongues, our 
spirit prays and our mind remains unfruitful. 
Now you might have read that before and 
thought that that does not sound very productive. 
‘Unfruitful’ means barren. In the context of what 
we are saying this morning, it means that when 
we pray in tongues, our mind stops bringing 
forth carnal ideas. Our mind stops bringing forth 
agendas that have previously hindered our 
identity from godliness. This is what has caused 
the dystrophy and is the ongoing dystrophy of 
our identity. The apostle Paul described these 
ideas and agendas as ‘the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life’. They represent 
the pursuit of identity verification and expression 
through the law of our mind when the 
expression of our identity is not of one spirit. 

Tim explained last night that if we believe that 
the reward of our courtship is that we gain a 

spouse, then (I love the way he said it), what we 
are bringing to the table and what we are offering 
is a big empty void. We are coming and saying, 
‘Can you please marry me to fill the hole I have?’ 
This is what we are addressing here. If a marriage 
is approached in this way (the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes and the pride of life) these 
things represent the pursuit of identity 
verification that we end up heaping upon the 
person we are in a courtship with. I am looking 
into your face. Can you convince me that I am a 
good Christian son of God? They should be 
looking at the face of Christ. We are not one spirit 
with God, nor one spirit with our spouse when 
this is our mode. Unless these lusts are put to 
death, they become a corrupting worm that does 
not die in a marriage. This is what Isaiah was 
referring to in carnal believers. This is Isaiah 
66:24: ‘Then they will go forth and look on the 
corpses of the men who have transgressed against 
me. For their worm will not die, and their fire 
will not be quenched. They will be an abhorrence 
to all mankind.’ This is set in concrete. ‘Their 
worm will not die.’ 

The carnal mechanisms of the flesh which 
corrupt identity and relationship were put to 
death on the cross. The death that Christ died 
ends our death and destroys this corruption. 
Praise the Lord. The cross of Christ is the only 
remedy for sin and for the fruit of death which 
erodes relationship. It erodes a person’s 
relationship with God, with their spouse, with 
their family and with their brethren. When we 
pray in the Holy Spirit, we build ourselves up in 
our most holy faith. We know that faith comes… 
(as Steve introduced this morning) …faith comes 
by hearing the word of God. The word that 
delivers faith to us is proclaimed by Christ from 
the resurrection, from His finished work. Again, 
we have been hearing about this this morning. 

The point is that as we build ourselves up in faith 
for our fellowship in Christ’s offering and 
sufferings each day, we are equipped to live and 
walk by exanastasis. The obedience that is 
enabled by this life becomes the substance today 
of the resurrection life that will be revealed in 
full at Christ’s second coming. We are receiving 
exanastasis each day from Christ’s anastasis and 
it is becoming substantial within us as it 
progressively enables the regeneration of our 
identity. Is this exciting you this morning? It is 
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tremendously encouraging. It is enabling us to 
cease responding in the flesh even when carnal 
mechanisms of thinking, meeting and 
responding seem to be endemic in our marriage. 
We are finding deliverance. 

As I conclude, I would like to re-emphasise the 
call of the Lord for us to walk forward in 
humility. God is going to give grace - exanastasis 
grace - and that will be a capacity for reformation 
in your marriage. He is giving that grace to the 
humble - to the one who responds to the word 
with blamelessness. As the elements of lameness 
in our identity are regenerated and the culture of 
our marriage is restored to the culture of the 
fellowship of Yahweh, the Lord’s desire is to exalt 
us. The Lord’s desire is to lift us and join us to 
the administration and ministry of His right 
hand.  

Let us read these verses to conclude. 1 Peter 5 
verses 5 and 6: ‘Younger men, likewise, be subject 
to your elders and all you [I have put in here 
husbands and wives] clothe yourselves with 
humility toward one another. For “God is 
opposed to the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” Therefore, humble yourselves under 
the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
at the proper time.’ 

I want to thank you for your hospitality, for 
sticking with us through that slightly long 
session. It is wonderful to be with you, and we 
look forward to fellowshipping further. Praise the 
Lord. 

 


