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Vic Hall 
I am excited about this set of notes that we have 
tonight for you. It is part of the core of a whole 
set that I have been writing in this past six 
months. There is a lot of fresh understanding and 
in fact, some adjustment to our thinking on 
courtship. This also has quite a big implication 
for every married couple as well, whether you are 
just newly married, or whether you, like Lorraine 
and I, are up in the ‘over 80 crowd’. We have been 
married for over 60 years. It is all as equally 
applicable to us, and we are finding the same 
basic lessons as you are - what the principle is 
that it is the Father who makes two into one. ‘He 
seeks godly offspring.’ We have already done our 
bit on that end and then there are grandchildren, 
so we are spreading out. But nevertheless, the 
principle still holds true for the couple in relation 
to a house. It is not just to do with having 
children; it has to do with the whole aspect of 
running a house. 

Lachlan will speak more to that tomorrow. He 
will have a little more time and we are working 
together. You will take the application from 
tonight, and then he will then extrapolate 
tomorrow more toward the whole question of 
what happens in a marriage. I will lay out the 
principle here, because I know that most of you 
are interested in the subject of courtship. Is that 
true? Most of you would be interested in that. If 
you do not mind, I am going to read the whole 
of this together - in fact, the whole proposition. 
There is a huge proposition here and it is actually 
just the first page. I am going to read it. It is not 
dense, but it is fairly succinct. I will read it step 
by step through. 

The first proposition is the courtship proposition 
which is page one. Then we come across to the 
marriage which is the marriage proposition. And 
then when you move across, there are six 
paragraphs. That is not too bad. Your first six 
paragraphs are the marriage proposition that we 
are achieving with courtship. Then you go across 
to seven, eight, nine, ten. That is four more 
paragraphs on - a brief summary of what a house 
is. 

Now the proposition I am putting to you is that 
a marriage is not the same as a house. As I begin 
to talk to you, there is a covenant for a marriage 
and there is a covenant for a house. Now you 
have already been hearing all that. I do not say 
anyone is plagiarising what I am doing. We do 
have a presbytery where we lay it down, and 
there is great enthusiasm and boom! How many 
have already heard about the difference between 
a marriage and a house? Thank goodness, a few 
of you have. Most of you have not, so I feel I can 
stay. Otherwise, I was just about to close my book 
and say, ‘Drive me to the airport.’ I am 
highlighting the point here that this, for many 
people, is new. When it comes to those who are 
married, it makes a big difference that you do not 
confuse what belongs to your marriage covenant 
and then what belongs to the covenant of the 
house. God the Father is the One who is 
fundamentally (but with seven Spirits) involved 
in your marriage. The marriage is the covenant, 
and the kids should not be in the marriage. The 
marriage is not the house. 

When you look at the house, the Head of the 
house is Christ and for every person in that 
house He has already fulfilled all their works 
right from their conception, right until the end of 
their life and then into the new heavens and new 
earth. He is the One who is active in relation to 
every individual in the house. There is a 
connection between a marriage and a house. The 
moment you get a marriage and you get a 
conception, then you have the beginning of the 
house. For a child in the womb, at the moment 
it is conceived, it has already begun its works. 
Christ has already been in the womb and 
fulfilled the works of that child as a fetus. Are 
you beginning to catch what I am saying here? 

For those who are married, you will find that a 
great relief. There is a lot of conflict in confusing 
marriage and house. Also, I have bad news for 
everyone who is courting who say that in your 
courtship (looking at your parents), you will be 
saying, ‘Our marriage will not be like our parents’ 
marriage.’ There is hardly a young couple 
courting that have not said that to me. I have sad 
news for you. That may be true, but the moment 
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that it is your courtship and that will be your 
marriage. Your marriage will not be like your 
parents’ marriage because theirs is unique. That 
is what we are going to look at here. It will be 
and should be completely unique and different. 

However, the culture of the house you grew up 
in, the moment you have your first pregnancy, 
and it begins to happen, I have bad news for you. 
You are all going to be behaving exactly like the 
house of your wife’s mother. It will happen like 
that. That is a house matter ([although] there is 
nothing wrong with your wife’s mother) - that is 
a set of realities - a different story and a different 
matter. That is the covenant of the house. Do not 
confuse marriage and house. Then when you are 
courting, you can get a bit clearer in your own 
thinking that you have a courtship. You are 
beginning with a marriage. It is good to 
understand or think about what your house may 
look like, but it is certainly not your marriage. 
Your marriage is not your house. Is that clear? I 
am coming right up front. There is one order of 
headship, but it is expressed in three different 
dimensions. 

When you think about headship and when you 
think about what headship actually is, it is the 
unique expression of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. This is Elohim - Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The sum of all diversity and uniqueness is 
in the Three - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As 
They reveal one another by offering, then you 
have a fellowship. None of the Three are self-
centred in anything They do, for One is revealed 
by the Other. Through offering, everything is 
multiplied. You get this great multiplication out 
of Yahweh which is revealed as Elohim. I always 
visualise Elohim like a mighty, great 
thunderstorm. Thinking of a thunderstorm like 
that is how Ezekiel saw the revelation of Yahweh. 
Thunderstorms are massive dynamos. You have 
moist air ascending; and you have cold air 
descending; and you have negatively charged 
ions on this side; and then you have positive ions 
this way. As they are going past each other, they 
are creating a massive current and then they are 
creating lightnings. 

When you think of Yahweh, it is way more than 
like a massive thunderstorm. You think of a 
massive light where these massive whirring 
wheels are the whole offering of all Three and 

outraying from it is everything that exists - light. 
God is light. All these identities are outraying 
from this offering. That is a fellowship. Yahweh 
is I AM; so you are getting the revelation of I AM. 
Everything that exists and everything that is - all 
reality is the sum of I AM, right there in the 
fellowship of this whirring offering, which is just 
Three making offering. Everything is multiplying 
beyond infinity. This is Yahweh. Do you get that 
feel? Every time I think about Yahweh and begin 
to worship, I am thinking, well, there are Three, 
and then suddenly by offering… and they are the 
humblest Three in the universe. 

If Yahweh - Father, Son and Spirit pop in, They 
made us about the same height as Themselves. 
Just think of that. We are made initially in Their 
image and likeness, and when they say, ‘I AM’, 
they do not pop out their chest - not one 
millimetre. It is just a statement of reality. Then 
through offering, everything multiplies. A family 
begins with a marriage of two; and then it 
becomes an extension of three dimensions; and 
from the three, you can get a big family; then a 
wider family. A family begins to become a 
microcosm or a picture of the fellowship of 
Yahweh. A husband and a wife, and then the 
children - everything sanctified to its name 
beginning to make offering. Then their family 
becomes bigger than the sum of the parts in 
terms of what is being produced out of it. The 
very essence of how Yahweh lives His life and 
operates, that is how He wants us to operate, 
because He has created us in Their image and 
likeness. He has placed us in the fellowship of 
Yahweh, and that is an order. It is that order of 
fellowship that is operating through offering. It is 
the order of headship. 

There is an order of that that runs from creation 
to procreation, through to incarnation and then 
through to new creation, and then through to the 
spiritual body, and then to the new heavens and 
new earth where we get the sum of everything in 
the Jerusalem from above. I cannot find a term to 
define Yahweh’s fellowship spinning in 
everlasting increase for all eternity. It is an 
amazing dimension - an amazing proposition. It 
is more than a proposition; it is an amazing 
reality. That is the fellowship of Yahweh to 
which a married couple are being invited 
through courtship to join. That is my 
introduction on my way. I am going to read this 
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paper here and then I am going to come back; 
and then I am going to talk to it and see if I 
cannot lift it just another layer higher for us. 

Tim and I had a good go at it this morning and 
we had good fellowship. It will be a bit rough 
when I do it because I will do better when I get 
it written up. I want to go another step up beyond 
what you have on your notes. I will introduce 
that here today. There are a lot of people listening 
in, looking in. I say ‘hello’ to everyone who is here 
and from wherever we are, from around Australia 
and overseas. A lot of people are very interested 
in this subject of courtship here today. 

Let us read my notes. I might take it paragraph 
by paragraph. I am going to ask you to feed back 
to me, because there are not many paragraphs, 
and it will not take too long. You are all current 
in Bible studies, so you are up to speed on how 
we think; how we talk. This language will not be 
hard for you. I am going to feed it out to you, and 
I am going to ask, when I read a paragraph, ‘Are 
you all on board?’ If you are, I am going to say, 
‘Nod’, and you say, ‘Yeah, got that’. Okay. If you 
have a photographic memory, you just look at 
the page and blink, and then you have 
photographed it. Look up and tell me you have 
it. If you have a problem and you are saying, ‘No, 
that is a bit vague’, I will come back and read that 
because each paragraph stands on its own. They 
are actually written (or the way I write with 
Peter) so that they can be translated into 
Mandarin so that every paragraph then is a 
standalone that we can state. Mandarin does the 
opposite; they come the opposite way when they 
translate their logic. So, we can stop and we can 
do the reverse on it and make sure we get the 
point. 

Let us read together. ‘For many years as a 
presbytery, we have offered counsel to courting 
couples who are seeking to marry and to 
establish a Christian house. This counsel has 
been supported by the publication of numerous 
books and sets of notes detailing the courtship 
proposition and the foundational principles of 
Christian marriage. In the light of this initiative, 
it is important to consider the basis of the 
courtship proposition and why counsel is offered 
to Christian couples.’ 

What I have done with this set of notes is offer 
you these two points. What is the basis of the 

courtship proposition? You want to court. How 
are you going to go about courting? I can give you 
two or three other models of how people court, 
but in the end, there are only two ways of 
courting: in the Spirit or in the flesh. An unequal 
yoke - this is flesh and flesh or flesh and Spirit. 
The worst model of courtship and marriage is a 
spiritual person and a carnal person. An almost 
survivable marriage is two carnals, because they 
are both the same thing. But the Spirit is lusting 
against the flesh and the flesh against the Spirit. 
The two are contrary to each other. The conflict 
between flesh and Spirit in a relationship is 
where one is not going to yield to the Spirit and 
the Spirit is not going to yield to the flesh. Note, 
that is going to be a big disaster. 

If you start courting, the first thing you had better 
be clear about is: Are you two spirituals; are you 
a carnal and a spiritual; or are you a 50-50 and 
you toss a coin every Sunday as to which way 
you are going to go? I am not sure how you deal 
with that one. Let us think about that. What does 
it mean to be spiritual? It is not hard to be 
spiritual. It is not hard to be spiritual if you have 
the Spirit. But it is very, very exhausting to be 
carnal, because the old mind has to go a 
thousand miles an hour all the time to cover all 
contingencies. We do need the proposition, and 
then we do need counsel. 

‘We are noting in the light of this initiative, it is 
important to get to the basis of the courtship 
proposition.’ I am going to speak also on why 
counsel is offered to Christian couples. You do 
need it. It helps you get a proper reflection in 
relation to who you are and who your future 
spouse will be. Now the next dot point. Are you 
all with that one? 

‘The purpose of the courtship proposition and 
process is to support.’ Here is the purpose of the 
courtship proposition and process. I know it is 
dense; but it is not dense; it is point by point. You 
have a proposition and you are making the 
proposition, and we are helping you walk the 
process. We are just helping you - guiding you. 
This is where you need to go. ‘The purpose of the 
courtship proposition and process is to support a 
couple as they endeavour to establish a marriage 
covenant.’ I am not talking about a house 
covenant. I am talking about a marriage covenant. 
Let us not talk about how many kids you are 



  
 Presbytery Word  Page 4 

going to have. We are not discussing that here. 
We are not talking about what kind of house you 
are going to live in. We are not talking about 
what jobs you all are doing or how much money 
you are going to have to support the lifestyle you 
want in your house. We are talking about a 
unique thing - him and her; her and him - and 
what the nature of that covenant will be. Who 
are they in relation to each other, and who are 
they in relation to the Father? Then the Son: that 
is the house. Then the Holy Spirit. The marriage 
has to do with that. We siphon everything else 
off and say we are looking at a marriage covenant 
that is being formed. I am going to make a couple 
of very strong points as we move through here. 

‘The purpose of the courtship proposition and 
process is to support a couple as they endeavour 
to establish a marriage covenant that is 
fundamentally Christian in culture.’ I am going 
to sound a bit of an alarm here. The majority of 
courtship cultures that have happened 
previously in our church movement are pretty 
carnal in their outcome. I know, because even in 
recent times, the level of conflict just months 
after marriage, right up to recent times, is quite 
horrendous. Not many are making it. I want to 
speak to you and say, ‘You can make it.’ There is 
a process and it does work. Quite a few have 
made it and quite a few have made it in former 
years and in other years because they found what 
it is to be spiritual, and by almost mistake or 
stealth or something else or simplicity, they 
proceeded as two spiritual people seeking a 
marriage and seeking God in that. Simplicity is a 
very important thing to start with. Simplicity. It 
is ‘him and her and God the Father’ and what the 
nature of that covenant will be. That covenant 
will be like no one else’s. That is going to be 
totally uniquely you. It will be different from 
your parents. The marriage must be different 
from your parents. The culture of your forebears 
will begin to impose on the house. Locking your 
parents out will not change that, unless you 
resolve your own predisposition to your own 
culture. That is another story. We are not 
preaching on house. I will leave that to Lachlan 
tomorrow. 

I have you right down to a simple proposition. I 
think most of you are starting to get comfortable 
about the idea of courting now. It is just you and 
her and the Father, primarily, with the Holy 

Spirit, and the Son standing by watching. He is 
asking, ‘What kind of house am I going to get out 
of these two? I did an awful lot for those two, and 
what comes from that house in offering, so that 
they can have the kind of house they need to 
have. So, I am very interested, too.’ There is an 
order here and we know in Scripture how that 
order works. It is Father, Son, man, woman and 
so on. But we have to digress when we come 
Father and Son. We stop and say, ‘House; 
marriage.’ You have to have a marriage before you 
have a house. Let us get this clear. 

‘The marriage covenant is fundamentally 
Christian in culture.’ I do not want you ticking a 
heap of boxes. I remember years ago when I had 
done… (I will not even try to say how many 
marriages and courtship things I have done in 
my lifetime) …But I have watched people come 
out with a heap of paper (other ministers in years 
gone by) and come up with 100 questions. I said, 
‘You have to be insane. Do you want these kids 
to tick 100 boxes, and when they tick that, they 
can get married?’ That is a lot of nonsense.  

What I normally do is pick the problem. I can 
pick it in 10 minutes - what needs to be pushed 
on, and I start working on that; dealing with that. 
What is the problem here? When you two as a 
couple begin, you have a problem. You did not 
think you had a problem, but I am going to help 
you note you have a problem; but it is not an 
irresolvable problem. If you do not think you 
have a problem, you are going to have an 
irresolvable problem till you realise you have a 
problem. Then we can start to resolve the 
problem. You begin this happy thing with all 
these dreams, and you do not know it, but you 
have a problem. You come by my place, and I am 
your worst nightmare because I am going to 
shake around and show you have a problem. We 
are going to have to start to look at fixing that 
and the problem is a very simple problem; but it 
has different ways of showing itself. There are a 
lot of things to do with the problem. You have 
different temperaments, and you have a whole 
range of different things that go on here that we 
have to look at and deal with, but that is not what 
I am doing. I am not going to give you a 
counselling course here today. We are just 
talking about a man and a woman who are 
meeting, and they want to have a covenant to 
become a married couple; so then they can 
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become a house; and then you begin to realise 
you do need a counsellor because you do have a 
problem. As I said - not irresolvable. By the way, 
it can be a happy problem. It does not have to be 
a misery. I am not talking about a miserable time; 
but we do have to get real about what it is for 
two to be made one. Okay. That is a Christian 
culture. 

‘With this purpose in view’ … here are two. You 
want to be together, and you want to have a 
Christian culture. ‘With this purpose in view, it 
is necessary (I have underlined ‘necessary’ in my 
notes) for the couple to understand the 
foundations of a godly marriage and then to 
commit themselves to the process through which 
they can establish a Christian marriage and then 
a house.’ So just A, B, C, D. That is how simple it 
is. There it is. You are going to do that; you are 
going to do that; you are going to commit to do 
that; and that is what your purpose is. We do not 
have to worry too much about compatibilities 
and comparabilities and all that. We know all 
this diversity is there. That diversity can be a 
plus. When you are young, opposites attract. 
When you get up over 60 or 65, opposites attack, 
because you do not actually change who you are 
in a lifetime. For the oldies, I have the bickering 
argument, so I have to teach them how to live 
and be a marriage, and deal with bickering 
because what was a plus when they were young 
becomes a problem when you are old. There are 
all these phases as you go through. I am not going 
to go to middle-aged now where you pull your 
hair out; but anyway, we will not go there with 
this attracting and attacking and all that stuff. 

Let us go to our third paragraph. Now ‘such 
considerations… (and I have underlined the 
word ‘only’ here) … such considerations do not 
only require an understanding of the principles 
of Christian courtship.’ You need to now begin to 
understand the principles of Christian courtship. 
There is a set of principles here to conduct a 
proper courtship – ‘…but also sufficient self-
knowledge.’ It is alright to get 100 points and say, 
‘They are all the principles of Christian 
courtship.’ I sit and talk for hours on that: tick 
that one, tick that one, tick that one, tick that one. 
It is good to know that. Well, we have to go from 
here to there. You have to get engaged 
somewhere and eventually you will have to buy 
a suit. I have seen blokes get engaged and then 

do not even bother to go and buy a suit. They did 
not know where to go; did not know what to do. 
In the end, the engagement ended. You get a lot 
of crazy things going on in life because people do 
not know what to do or how to proceed. There 
are principles; there are steps; and actually (if you 
look at the books that I wrote earlier), they still 
hold up. 

There is a time process for a courtship. It is 
somewhere between a bit over a year, I think. You 
would be pushing to be shorter than that - 
between one and two years. It should not be three 
years. It is getting too long. There is a time and 
there is a purpose. There is a season for every 
purpose. You do not begin to court unless you 
can proceed to get married. That becomes a focus. 
If you have decided you are going to get a PhD 
in logistics or something on the way while you 
are courting, forget courting. That needs to be 
your PhD for the next 18 months from when you 
begin to when you finish. You have got to be free 
to proceed and then conclude. You have to be 
committed to that. It is 100 percent. Marriage will 
be almost the second greatest thing you will ever 
do, besides calling Christ Lord. The Father wants 
to make two one because He is wanting to 
multiply identities who will be sons of God. So 
this is number one priority. You want your 
marriage and then your house to be the context 
in which the Father can be very happy, because 
He is seeking from you godly seed. You had 
better give your best attention to it - the very best, 
the top-end attention to this matter of courtship. 
We are very eager for this, because we also are 
wanting to see what the Father wants to see, and 
we as counsellors are wanting to see godly seed. 
We do not want to see… I can just about graph 
with many, I have done it through the years. I 
look at kids get married; then I watch the baby 
born. I watch the first three years of its life and I 
said, ‘This child will not be in the church by the 
time it is 16.’ And about 95 percent times I am 
right. I have been around now to see nearly five 
generations in Brisbane, as I started way back 
many years ago - 60 years. I was in Brisbane 
ministering before I was married. I have seen this. 

The principles of your marriage are essential then 
to the culture of your house. That is to the nature 
of your children and whether you will know 
them and their children in your old age. Let us 
get this thing right. It is very, very important right 
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from square one. Back to chapter three. ‘Such 
considerations do not only require an 
understanding of the principles of Christian 
courtship, but also sufficient self-knowledge.’ I 
cannot push this hard enough. Men and women, 
you need self-knowledge. You need not only to 
know who your partner is (or you think he is); 
you have to know who you are. Self-knowledge 
is going to be very important, as well as an 
awareness and appreciation of the other person.  

I will put a little paragraph in the end here on 
training children to look at over-regulation, 
under-regulation and the impact that has on a 
child to do with self-knowledge. How does a 
child get self-knowledge? You have to often look 
at yourself and say, ‘I never had such a family 
background. I really do not know who I am.’ Here 
is where counselling help can come in to help 
you find out who you are. Unless you know who 
you are, how can you know who someone else 
is? It is going to be very important that you get a 
hold of self-knowledge. It is ‘grow-up time’. A lot 
of people are capable of sex, but they are not 
capable of marriage. The drive of libido is not the 
recommended bottom line for why a person 
needs to go and get married. It is a friendship; it 
is a fellowship; it is a meeting of two becoming 
one. 

We will go again - ‘…sufficient self-knowledge as 
well as an awareness and appreciation of the 
other person.’ A couple’s application to personal 
maturity. I will make a point about maturity. You 
have to have some level of maturity to marry, but 
maturing is a lifetime process. Girls tend to 
mature a little earlier, probably two years 
younger than a man. Most women should be 
reasonably mature at 25. Most men start to trip 
over it by 20 something, and some never hardly 
ever make it. But we have to do something with 
this before they get to 30. You get this issue here. 
Maturing then every decade of your life has a 
maturity level for it. Those in their 30’s should 
not be behaving like those in their 20’s. Those in 
their 20’s should not be behaving like those 
between 15 and 20. Those in their 50’s, not like 
those in their the 40’s and so on. Those in their 
60s, there is a decadal, and I applied myself to 
looking at that. I used to do counselling with 
people, particularly the full-time people every 10 
years. Let us look at your 10 years past; let us see 
where you are at and where are you up to. If you 

do not keep up (and  this is what I have noticed 
in life) if you do not keep up in maturing to do 
with your age bracket decade by decade… and  
let us think a little bit, you give yourself one-or-
two year leeway, so you should be 30, you should 
be by 32 there. What I note is it becomes a recipe 
for poor mental health and breakdowns. All 
kinds of things happen because a person did not 
proceed in maturing and coming to terms with 
life in relation to their decade. How many have 
heard of the midlife crisis? They did not get there. 
They were dragging… They finally got up there 
and they are still 19. It is surprising how many 
men in their 50’s still think like a 13-and-a-half-
year-old. It is very, very sad. I am serious when I 
say that. Some people never get past the 
schoolyard where the definition of who they are 
was in the mouth of their peers who bullied or 
knocked them around between 12-and- a-half 
and 14. They believe for the rest of their life that 
is who they are. You often hear me at the Teens’ 
gatherings, always saying to the teenagers, ‘Do 
not accept what people think of you. Some are 
late developers; some are young developers. Who 
you are at 13 is not who you are going to be at 
15; who you are at 18 and so on.’ Even through 
the teen years, the steps are a little shorter, and 
parents should be on top of that, helping their 
kids understand these steps. So, decadienal, once 
you get over 25, we start to talk to you about 
keeping track of your maturity to do with your 
years. 

Now that is not to do with courting, but it is 
important that when you start courting, someone 
wanting to court at 21/22 (which is not a bad 
thing), is different from someone wanting to 
court at 32. In fact, there is a very big difference 
in the psychology of a man up to 25, and then 
from 25 up to 30 - the way they think; the way 
they tick. A man at the age of 28 is trying to 
discover how he used to think when he was 23. 
You have to rethink romance completely. It is a 
different ball game. There is a whole different set 
of rules that go into play here. (I am just playing.) 
There are a lot of things that the counsellor needs 
to know. When you are sitting talking to a young 
man or a young woman, he needs to be able to 
put his finger on the pulse and say, ‘You have got 
this, this, this and that. And there is that, that, 
that and that. Let us just have a little look at you 
getting some self-knowledge as you get into this, 
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to know what your age/stage is; what your 
maturity is; where are you up to; what your 
background is, what your temperament is; how 
you tick; who this woman is; what her nature is; 
who she is; how she ticks. There are a lot of 
things to know. You really have to apply yourself 
then to relational understanding because you are 
going to marry someone who is… (the very fact 
that she is the woman) … she is the difference of 
you. You are not what she is, and she is not what 
you are. The two become one. It is very, very 
important you get that. 

Now I have slowed considerably here, so I do 
need to keep moving. This is introducing. Am I 
gathering you into it? ‘A couple’s application to 
personal maturity.’ I made the point that you 
continue to mature; I am not asking you to be 
mature. I am just looking, if you are 25, what do 
I expect? If you are 30, what do I expect? If you 
are 35, what do I expect from this relationship? 
Let us go after this: ‘The culture of godliness’. I 
will talk to this later. ‘There are two things: there 
has to be personal maturity, and you have got to 
be committed to and living a culture of godliness.’ 
What I am saying here is for both the young man 
and the young woman. The culture of godliness 
in the season of courtship is you are two 
spirituals. You have to come to terms with this 
very clearly – a young woman looking at the 
young man: is he godly or not? Or is he just an 
airhead? What is he? And to the young woman - 
is she a control freak? Is she? She has looked at 
him and says, ‘He has this job; he has this; he has 
that. He will do me. If I can pin him down, I will 
have him. I will just tick every box. When we get 
married from here, hurrah, we are on our way 
again. That is the end of the game.’ I have that in 
the end of your notes. See how that works. I will 
get quite Jewish there. ‘Give attention to personal 
maturity and godliness.’ Are you spiritual and is 
she spiritual? You need to be asking that 
question before you get too heavily involved. 
Friendship should begin to sieve that out. 

Why am I saying that? Let us just go on to this 
next one, which is a big heavy point. These are: 
‘Personal maturity and godliness in the season of 
courtship are necessary’. You can underline this 
‘as the fundamental conditions of marriage’. 
There has to be a maturity. I know some ladies, 
they have summed up the man and that is what 
she has. They take it on board. He is a good man. 

In good discussion with their counsellors, we 
make sure they know what they are getting. For 
the rest of their married life, it will be at that 
level. Do not think you will change it later. You 
will not. You see the point? There is to be a fair 
degree of realism when it comes to this matter. 
That is that maturity question. 

‘In this season it is necessary that the 
fundamental conditions of the marriage be 
established during this time.’ Can I say that back, 
somewhere in the middle of your friendship 
phase through the bonding and then just a bit 
past that, the conditions of the fundamental 
relational dynamics of you as a couple are getting 
established? Now I am going to make a very 
strong statement here and tell me anyone that 
wants to deny it - I will take you outside and sort 
you out. I feel very strongly about this because I 
have run into this so often. I have dealt with so 
many divorces, because I have found people will 
not renegotiate from that point to the middle of 
bonding. They will divorce before they will 
renegotiate. Statistics show in the world and 
everywhere else as I have done. I will not say how 
many marriages I have done over all of these 
different levels of it. All of the statistics (also that 
you get from clergy and all the things that we 
have done) is that they will marry again, and 
nothing is learned the second time round. They 
have proved that the third time round even less 
is learned from the second time. Some, they have 
gone as high as through ten. I have seen the stats 
right up to the number ten marriages. Nothing is 
gained by a second marriage. You can actually 
renegotiate a first marriage. If you are married 
again, the second one will definitely… 
(statistically has proved) … the second one will 
definitely not be better than the first one. I have 
rarely ever seen a second marriage better than a 
first marriage. A first marriage needs to sort itself 
out. Do not think that by busting out of a first 
marriage that a second marriage will do it for you. 
That is the great lie of adultery. It does not work. 
It cannot work. 

We do need then to make sure (I have just made 
the point here) that ‘the fundamental conditions 
are as if cement is being added to the relational 
dynamics of the couple.’ I often say to many 
young men when they are talking to me in that 
mid-friendship through stage, ‘Why are you still 
in that relationship? You sit and tell me what is 
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going on here. That is going to be exactly what 
the rest of your life is going to be and only worse. 
Why are you going on with it? You are going like 
an ox until (as the book of Proverbs says) it is 
going to get a lance through its liver. Pro 7:22-23. 
That is what Solomon said about that kind of 
relationship. The same for the woman. You have 
to know what it is you are walking into and who 
you are marrying and why you are marrying. 
Look at the divorce rate in Australia today. It is 
massive. Even legally as celebrants, we are being 
told to really ramp up on the question of 
courtship counselling so that the government is 
not left with looking after all these kids 
everywhere from split-up relationships. We have 
to get to a proper, solid relationship. It is not all 
too hard. What makes up cement? Only reo and 
cement. Just get the shape right, before it goes 
hard, because once it goes hard, it is not 
changing, and the Holy Ghost is with you to get 
that foundation right. If you ignore that in your 
courtship where you are getting all this word, it 
is almost like sinning against the Holy Ghost. Do 
not expect we are going to do a miracle for you 
later. We cannot. I do not know what to do with 
it. You are going to have to get on your own face 
and get the jackhammers into that foundation 
and get that thing dug out. The Bible calls it ‘hard 
ground’ - the hard heart. Jesus speaks about the 
hardness that gives you the right to write a bill 
of divorce. Why? Because reo and concrete - the 
hard heart. Jesus addresses the fact. Get the 
courtship clear. This is very, very important. 

I am addressing the counsellors, too. You had 
better smarten up your act too and do not use 
your own experiences as the ground for these 
couples. Their thing is not your thing. We have 
got to be very clear about what we are doing here. 
We have the concrete. ‘Cement is being added to 
the relational dynamics of the couple. Because of 
this, the culture established in this season of 
courtship is very difficult to change once the 
couple has married.’ Very difficult. Where you 
have that problem in your marriage (we do not 
have too many married here today), the Lord can 
help you with that. But you have to be 100 
percent honest about the need and the two of you 
need to get the jackhammer into it. That is 
Lachlan’s job tomorrow. 

‘As we reflect together on the courtship 
proposition, let us remind ourselves of some key 

principles of Christian marriage. The first point 
to note…’ You can underline that again. I am 
back to the first point. This is all very basic. It is 
not too hard. It is certainly a bit far-reaching 
though. ‘As we reflect together on the courtship 
problem, let us remind ourselves of some key 
principles of Christian marriage. The first point 
to note is that headship in a Christian marriage 
between a man and a woman is connected by a 
remnant of the Spirit.’ That is why you cannot be 
unequally yoked, because the headship that 
comes from the Father that connects a man to a 
woman cannot join them and make them one 
flesh and one spirit if one is carnal and one is 
spiritual; or if two are carnal. There is no remnant 
of the Spirit that can do it. I do not care how 
religious you are, you are not going to get it. It 
will not be unique. And the question is: can it 
bring forth godly seed? It needs a remnant of the 
Spirit. I will say that again; underline that; think 
of that; and think, what is this remnant of the 
Spirit? That is what we will go after now. 

‘The first point is that headship in a Christian 
marriage between a man and woman is 
connected by a remnant of the Spirit.’ The 
headship of a man to a woman… because the 
man is the head of the woman. Christ is not the 
head of the woman in the marriage. The man is 
the head of the woman in the marriage. God does 
something here, He takes Adam, He took a rib 
out and He did all this stuff so that this could 
happen. We will come back to that later. We will 
not talk about Adam. We will talk about new 
creation people and what that rib looks like for 
us.  

‘The first point to note is that headship in a 
Christian marriage between a man and woman is 
connected by a remnant of the Spirit as the 
prophet Malachi declared, “But did He [the 
Father]  not make them one?” ’ Mal 2:15. It is the 
Father who makes two one, and if He does not 
make two one, they are not one. Can you get that 
into your heads? If the Father does not make you 
one by giving you a remnant of the Spirit… (that 
is the seven Spirits of God as the Father ministers 
Them - not as the Son ministers Them, or the 
Holy Spirit ministers Them. You have the seven 
Spirits of God, which is the sum of God who is 
Spirit. When the offering of the other Two is 
flowing through the Father toward you to make 
you one (because the other Two are involved; the 
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remnant of the Spirit is the Spirit of Yahweh), 
you have 21 elements straight away, in terms of 
the way they look, because seven Spirits with the 
Father looks like a Father. It does not look like 
Yahweh Son or Yahweh Holy Spirit. 

The application becomes unique and precise, and 
it is the Father you are dealing with in your 
courtship. Ladies remember any contempt of the 
headship question is the contempt of the Father. 
Young man, if you are not going to stand up and 
meet the Father and find out what headship is so 
you have something to give - a ground for your 
coming wife to join, who are you? If you are some 
kind of a lazy individual who has this woman 
who is going to do all this wonderful stuff for 
you. Poor girl, she has rocks in her head to marry 
you. What are you going to provide for her in 
terms of a headship base? ‘I do not know who I 
am.’ I know you do not; you are a dill. You had 
better talk and front up to that, so you do not 
have to stay a dill. Is that not what the whole 
book of Proverbs is all about? We were all born 
stupid. We did not know anything when we were 
born. You have to grow and mature and learn; 
and you can learn. There is a unique you that the 
Father planned to be that can grow and be the 
head He wants you to be. There are seven Spirits 
by the Holy Spirit to make you stand up. But you 
are have to stand up. You cannot be a coward. 
You are going to have to stand up. You have to 
be believing. The cowardly and unbelieving do 
not have any place in the marriage contract, any 
more than having any place in heaven. They 
have their place in the lake of fire. There has to 
be some standing up here - a bit of faith here to 
stand up and be a man, because it is men who, 
on the masculine side, procreate with a woman. 
We are talking still about man and woman - 
talking about humanity. We are talking about a 
unique procreative context, which is a marriage, 
in which identities through a procreative act are 
created. These identities have eternal spiritual 
reality that will post-exist (I will use that word) 
the death of the physical body. It is an amazing 
thing - procreation. This is God’s holy institution. 

He wants to make two one. He gives a remnant 
of the Spirit and that is the sevenfold Spirit. That 
is the fullness of Yahweh’s Spirit: God who is 
Spirit (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) administered, 
as they in offering lay down to enable the Father 
to minister that to that marriage - your marriage. 

Imagine - the triune God is behind Lorraine and 
me - still in old age. A marriage. Forget the house. 
We do not have kids anymore. We have a house. 
We have the ‘empty nest syndrome’ or whatever 
you call that. There is us still and we have a 
house. But there is still a marriage. Yahweh is 
behind us. This was His holy institution. 
Fantastic! …  

We have the first point: ‘As the prophet Malachi 
said, “…and so why did He make one?” ’ So the 
Father has a reason. This is a very Jewish way of 
saying things. It is a question. It is this converse 
way Jews think and talk. They ask you a question 
when they want an answer. ‘But did He [the 
Father] not make them one? [So they ask, ‘Did He 
not make them one?’ Well, does anyone want to 
argue? Did He make them one?] And why did He 
make them one? [Why did the Father do that?] 
Because He sought godly offspring.’ ‘Let Us make 
man in Our image and after Our likeness.’ I love 
the way Jews think. I should not be biased here, 
but can you get that logic? It is pretty powerful. 
Why did He make them one? He gave them a 
remnant of the Spirit. What? Their Spirit. ‘Yeah.’ 
Their Spirit. Everything They are, so they could 
be one. Well, what in heaven’s name is wrong 
with your marriage? Why are you not accessing 
that? You are starting a courtship and that is 
what you are wanting to access. We will put 
Lachlan on the job tomorrow and ask you all the 
question: Did He not make you one? Why did He 
do so? My enthusiasm is mounting as I go. 

I will go to the next point here. ‘Importantly, the 
remnant of the Spirit is the Father’s instrument.’ 
Now get this - the remnant of the Spirit. What 
else is there? God is Spirit. The remnant of the 
Spirit is God who is Spirit in offering, 
multiplying. That is Yahweh spinning, aiming a 
specific beam at you of that light and power - 
multiplying it to you. ‘The remnant of the Spirit 
is the Father’s instrument for making two 
individuals one flesh [Note how I said this] and 
of one spirit.’ That one spirit is the one Spirit that 
comes from the Father of that Spirit, because He 
is the Father. He is the Father and He is 
establishing a house. You all belong to His house, 
and the children all belong to Him. They are His 
sons and daughters that come from your house. 

‘It is His expression of seven Spirits by the Holy 
Spirit in relation to marriage. Illustrating the 
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Father’s expression of seven Spirits within us, 
Jesus said, “You will be brought before governors 
and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them 
and to the Gentiles. When they deliver you up, 
do not worry about how or what you shall speak. 
For it will be given to you in that hour what you 
should speak; for it is not you who speak but the 
Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.” ’ Mat 
10:18-21. What He is saying is when you are 
being persecuted and go to courts and all that, 
you go into court as a son of God the Father. You 
do not go in as a member of the body of Christ. 
You do, but that is not why you are there. The 
judge gets up and says to you, ‘Are you a member 
of the body of Christ?’ ‘I am not interested in 
talking about that. I am a son of God the Father. 
I am talking as a son of God. The Spirit of the 
Father is in me.’ I will not have to say, He will 
tell me what to speak. So, behind the Father is 
seven Spirits. Imagine that dynamic in a 
marriage. A man and a wife talking together can 
speak to each other by the Spirit of the Father. 
That is a remnant of the Spirit. You do not have 
to go to court - just go to the marriage. The 
marriage should not be a court. It should be a 
courtship. This is how you speak to each other. 
By now, most of you are about to rise out of your 
jitters, and we can have a happy marriage after 
all. The Spirit of the Father is talking in us. It is 
possible. That is what He is doing. This has to be 
the program that we have. This is what it means 
to be spiritual. 

‘The union of a believing couple through a 
remnant of the Father’s Spirit makes their 
marriage covenant totally unique.’ We are now at 
the point that I was saying at the beginning. See 
how unique it is now? Totally unique. ‘It is for 
this reason that the wise man Solomon said that 
the way of a man with a virgin was too wonderful 
for him and was beyond understanding.’ Pro 
30:18. He listed four things out that are too 
wonderful. He says why A chooses B, and why 
these two quaint-looking people become a 
unique and strange new entity called a marriage? 
And they have a covenant. I do not know why A 
chose B, and if I was A, I would never choose B. 
Straight away that is not your business. It is not 
your business. I do not know why. I do not tell A 
to choose B. I do not suggest. I get fed up when I 
see women running around doing all this 
matchmaking and organising these blokes to 

come and meet their daughters. Do not be in it. 
Do not be in it. ‘Matchmaker, matchmaker…’ We 
do not need this. There has to be a choosing here. 
There has to be the Lord bringing the Eve to the 
Adam. There has to be this dimension of the 
Father involved in this whole process. Get your 
ear open to hear what the Father is saying in 
relation to who should be meeting who, and get 
a bit of faith into that. He opens our ear morning 
by morning. You can be praying (and God can 
help you), man and woman. He brought Eve to 
Adam. Adam looked at her and said, ‘Where did 
she come from?’ ‘She came from the rib.’ ‘Did she? 
And she is now bone in my bone, flesh of my 
flesh.’ He had to choose her. 

‘The married couple are a procreating unit within 
a house bringing forth fruit for God. In this 
regard, while obviously connected, it is important 
to distinguish the covenant of the marriage from 
the covenant of the house. In other words, a 
marriage in a house operates by two distinct 
expressions of headship. In the marriage a man 
exercises a headship toward his wife. In the 
house, Christ’s headship is exercised toward the 
man. The woman (and each child in relation to 
their works and expression) is a son of God. This 
is because Christ accomplished the works of 
every day which belong to the name and sonship 
of every person in a household.’ I will leave that 
house thing there. Lachlan will pick that up 
tomorrow. 

I have been entertaining you for more than an 
hour now. I might make one more point, but 
before I do, I cannot escape this. I do have to do 
some ‘Jewish facetiousness’. I have done it. Come 
with me to the second page. Let us read it. 
Edersheim: Alfred Edersheim does a lot of 
writing on Jewish themes and so on. I am going 
to put this to you and read it to you. I will read 
this: ‘To highlight the importance of a couple’s 
application to godliness in the season of 
courtship, I have drawn from some statements 
made by the Bible scholar Alfred Edersheim in 
his book, Sketches of Jewish Social Life in the 
Days of Christ … Concerning the marriage of 
Jewish youths.’ Now Jewish youths in the days of 
Christ and actually all the way back to Moses 
before that, married between 16-and-a-half and 
19-and-a-half. That was the order of marriage, 
because at 20, they needed to be married, and 
they needed to have already procreated. They 
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needed to have a child. They were allowed a year 
off from 20 to 21 out of the army. After that, they 
needed to leave a child at home if they died in 
battle. It was all tied to the Jewish thing. Can you 
imagine 16-and-a-half to 19- and-a-half? By the 
way, when I began doing marriage celibrancy, 
girls were getting married at 14 in Australia. You 
had to have a court order (normally a pregnancy) 
if a girl was married at 14. Normally it was 15-
year-olds: 15 for a girl, 16 for a boy. This moved 
up to 16, then it moved up to 18 and so on. Now 
it is 18 for both. That is only recent that the 
marriage age has gone up to 18 and over. 

Nowadays, people have decided to give it all 
away until they are 35 or 50 or something. I do 
not know what is happening with all this. But I 
think there is a time and season for it. I was 
married at late 21. I am a bit of a supporter of 
‘semi-young’.  

I will read what Alfred Edersheim said, talking 
about these youths who married. You can 
imagine these kids getting married. ‘Some further 
details gathered, almost at random, will give 
glimpses of Jewish home life and of current 
views.’ He is talking about the time of Christ - 
what the culture of life was when Jesus was there. 
‘It was by a not uncommon, though irreverent, 
mode of witticism….’ We call that facetiousness 
- Jewish facetiousness, witticism. It is kind of a 
witticism. Irreverent mode of witticism. It does 
not sound good. Very Jewish. ‘…A mode of 
witticism that two forms of the same verb, 
sounding almost alike, were made to express 
opposite experiences of marriage. It was common 
to ask a newly-married husband [Here comes a 
17-year-old home (just newly married), and the 
village, as he comes back, asks him the question 
- this witticism]: ‘Maza or moze?’ How is your 
marriage, maza or moze? That is a bit nasty. It is 
not nasty; it is just Jewish facetiousness.  

Now let us look at ‘findeth’ or ‘found’. They are 
quoted straight out of Solomon - Ecclesiastes and 
the book of Proverbs: maza or moze - ‘findeth’ or 
‘found’.  

[Alfred Edersheim continues:] ‘The first 
expression occurred in Proverbs chapter 18 verse 
22: “He that finds a wife finds a good thing and 
obtains favour of the Lord.” ’ The bloke wakes up 
and says, ‘My goodness, I have a good thing here.’ 
And then the next one, ‘Look what I found!’ Maza 

or moze? That is literally what they are saying. 
That is what happened to Jacob - maza or moze? 
I am building on that.  He thinks he is going to 
get Rachel. Then he wakes up. ‘Who are you?’ It 
is Rebecca - found. ‘Findeth’ or ‘found’?  

‘The first expression obtains favour from the 
Lord. The second is in Ecclesiastes 7 verse 26. “I 
find more bitter than death a woman whose 
hands are nets and bands. He that pleases God 
escapes her.” ’  The man has to wake up a little 
bit and say, are you a stupid - maza? Good grief. 
I woke up and what a lucky bloke I am! That is 
not how we should be a running courtship, 
should we? He should not wake up and say, 
‘Good grief!’ (or the other?) I think girls need to 
say, ‘Am I nets and bands? Did I snare this bloke?’ 
You are not going to have a happy life if you did. 
See the point? Maza or moze? ‘More bitter than 
death’; and it is more bitter than death. Such is a 
liaison for the rest of your life. ‘He that pleases 
God escapes her.’ That is in the courtship. You 
need to escape in the courtship. 

‘A different sentiment is followed in the Talmud. 
It lists where it is. The similarity to which 
Ephesians 5 verse 28 will be immediately 
recognised. “He that loveth his wife as his own 
body, honoureth her more than his own body, 
bringing up his children in the right way and 
leads them in it to full age. Of him the Scripture 
saith, ‘Thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall 
be in peace [quoting from Job 5.24].’ Of all 
qualities, those desired most in a woman were 
meekness, modesty and shamefacedness. This is 
a notable consideration for every young man 
embarking on a courtship. His application to the 
process of courtship will reveal whether he finds 
a woman who is obtaining grace to proceed from 
him as a wife, or if he is being snared by a 
woman whose hands are like snares and nets.” ’ 
Edersheim then said, ‘Yet in this direction of St 
Paul, 1 Timothy 2.12, “I suffer not a woman to 
usurp authority over the man”, findeth some 
kind of parallel in the rabbinical saying, 
“Whoever allows himself to be ruled by his wife 
shall call out and no one will make him answer.” 
’ 

Now as a long-term counsellor, I know how 
absolutely that statement is true among men. 
Men are in a group on their own, and a man 
starts calling out and begins to comment about… 
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no man answers him. No man responds. It is like 
a turn-off no-no for men. No one says a word. 
How many men are… older men are aware? You 
know that is culturally true even in our culture. 
It is. No man answers him. You get this in the 
presbytery - it is the same. People do not respond 
to that kind of a man either. Everyone wants to 
see a marriage in right order. ‘It is readily 
apparent when a man is ruled by his wife - 
particularly in the presbytery, as the rabbinical 
saying conveys. Such a man endeavours to 
initiate and speak in the church and in the 
presbytery, but his words are not received or 
acknowledged by others. He is unable to be met, 
and his house remains a fortress that cannot be 
addressed.’ That is what you get. You cannot meet 
the man, not for the rest of his life. It is very hard 
to work with a man who is ruled by his wife in 
a presbytery. I have lived a lifetime with 
presbyteries and before presbyteries. It is very, 
very difficult, particularly in the old solo pastor 
church where the woman ruled the roost and he 
passed it on her account. It is a shocker. You 
cannot do it. It is completely… (this is more for 
talking to full-time people), but it is an identity-
destroying exercise for that couple to be 
ministering. The more they counsel and listen to 
the gripes of others (and that is all their 
conversation becomes), their identity is what the 
rest of everybody is not, and why they are talking 
to it. They have no conversation of their own by 
the time they get into old age. They are 
completely bankrupt. The kids that come out of 
that, we call them ‘PKs’ – preachers’ kids. Bob 
Hawke was one of those and you see what he did 
to the nation. 

I might leave it there and if you do not mind, I 
think I have excited myself to the point where 
wisdom will tell me to sit down and save my 
voice a bit. Thanks. 

Tim Maurice 
I do not think that was a moment too long. We 
could have easily listened. Vic, I really appreciate 
the wisdom. I think as you are hearing that, take 
heed to yourself. Can you do that? It is never 
going to be me, when I am in my head or just 
talking to you. It is never going to be you. That is 
the guy who gets delusional and gets snared. And 
it is never going to be you as a woman who is 
going to snare a man. We are not running around 
trying to assign, ‘You are that and you are that 

and you are that.’ What we are saying is, ‘Can you 
be diligent?’ 

I think the two things just coming out of what 
Vic is saying, and I just want to flow out of that. 
I will exhort you on two areas that are 
fundamental and are still quite lacking among us 
(generally across the church), but they impact 
those who get into courtship. Firstly, there is the 
diligence and application to the culture of 
Christian courtship and marriage. I have run a 
number of courtships now and the lack of 
diligence in real terms (other than box-ticking 
and so on) is really quite striking. It is not just 
downing the content and being able to 
regurgitate it and sit in an agape meal and market 
yourself to a new crop of young people as 
advertising ‘available’. (Jon Hall was suggesting 
that maybe you could make yourself available on 
lampstand. If you are out there, Jon, you have 
received very, very great approval here tonight.) 
You have to be diligent in your application, 
otherwise you are going to get snared (a lot of 
you) or you are going to do the snaring (not 
because you are bad people, not because you are 
not sons of God), but because that is the nature 
of the Fall. This is the point. It is not about who 
is a good Christian or whatever. This is where 
this basic dimension of the next part of it is.  

I think the second thing to take heed to is self-
knowledge. Now you need to apply your mind to 
knowledge and part of that knowledge is the 
knowledge of the Holy One, that is knowing God. 
But it is knowledge of yourself. Now for a lot of 
you, you did not grow up with any kind of 
dialogue where you received knowledge of 
yourself. You got the opposite of that where it 
kind of affirmed the thing that was part of your 
hiding mechanism or your phobic response to 
life or whatever your attempt to cover yourself 
with your own garments and so on was. You 
need at a certain point to apply yourself rather 
than bashing your head against the glass ceiling 
and continually saying, ‘I will just do the same 
thing and get a different result.’ You do not get a 
different result. That is what we are hearing 
tonight. You can get into your 60’s and 70’s and 
just be doing the same thing. A lot of men have 
never grown up. When it said Jesus grew in 
stature (in the wisdom and stature), that word 
‘stature’ has to do with stage of life. He was 
completely the age He should be, or the maturity 
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He should be, at the age He was. Now, that is all 
we are saying for you. If you are 25, just be 25; 
but do not be 15. You do not have to be 40. But 
you definitely should be around about your 25. 
That is what we are saying. 

I will add this as I finish. I am not going to go 
very long, but I wanted to talk about our father 
Abraham. Paul wrote this in Romans 4 verses 1 
to 3. ‘What shall we say that Abraham our 
forefather, according to the flesh [we are all 
Abraham’s sons here hopefully] has found? For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God.’ 
You can boast about all kinds of things, but 
before God, your boasting might impress 
someone, but it is not going to stand. ‘For what 
does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God 
[Now we are talking about God the Father first - 
God Almighty] and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” ’ I want to say, for every one of us, 
self-knowledge comes as we are able to meet the 
Father personally. He is the Father of your spirit. 
He knows who you are meant to be. He named 
you. Your name is to be written upon you. ‘…the 
name of God, and the name of the city of our 
God’ is to be written upon you. Abraham had to 
receive a new name. He had to have a new name 
written on him, and what did he receive as well, 
in his ‘crediting’ of righteousness? He received 
the name of the city, because he is the father of 
it. He is the father. ‘Look to your father, look to 
your mother.’ As we look to our father Abraham, 
in receiving that, he received the desire that he 
needed to have. He always had a desire. God has 
put the desire for Himself into the heart of every 
person who has ever lived. Ecclesiastes 3.11 says 
that. ‘He has put eternity in their hearts, but they 
cannot find it out.’ You cannot find it out either. 
Just because you believe that the Bible is the 
word of God does not mean that you found it out. 
Abram had to go on a journey. He had a desire 
and he was prepared to go. He feared the Lord 
and he followed. When the Lord said, ‘Come out 
of the Chaldees and I am going to show you 
another country.’ He went. But he did not know 
the city he was looking for. It had to grow in him 
and the desire for that. Paul tells us in Hebrews 
that he had a desire for the city. This began to 
grow in him and when he saw the stars of a 
multitude, he desired the city where they would 
all dwell. That is all of us. 

Now, the credit of righteousness: this is the one 
thing I want to say. Then we will go on to the 
next stage, because I know you are hungry and I 
am hungry. We are all here to eat now. This word 
‘credited’ Paul uses nine times in Romans 4. 
Every young person should have this ‘credit’ in 
their spiritual account before they look for a 
person to marry - the ‘credit of righteousness’. If 
a person is seeking to court you, and they are not 
walking as… (when I am talking about 
righteousness here, I am talking about with a 
sense of faith that the Father has given them and 
the initiative of that where they can stand and 
meet you as an identity that speaks to you and it 
is a witness to you that this person is alive as a 
son of God)… if that is not there, that credit is 
not there. Do not court them. 

Now they may in six months’ time go and find 
that. I mean we are not consigning people to 
single life on the basis that they are taking a 
while to grow up, but do not chase that down 
and try to make it what you want. It will never 
be what you want. You do not even know what 
you want. If you do not know who you are, you 
certainly cannot meet that person if they are the 
opposite sex of you, firstly. Most of you blokes 
would not even know what a woman is. I mean, 
do you? No, we do not. But we are willing to 
learn. I am making the point that a person has 
this credit in their account. They are credited by 
God. This is a son of God. They know the works 
they should do. This is Jesus at the age of 12. ‘I 
am about my Father’s business.’ I know what I 
am doing. I have purpose in life. I have some 
basic self-discipline, and I know what I should 
be doing and what I should not be doing. Would 
you like to get to know me? Not ‘Will you fill the 
void?’ My point here is that Abraham had to be 
visited by the Lord and the Lord had to say to 
him, ‘Stop. I know you are afraid. Let Me tell you 
something. I am your faith. I am your faith. And 
guess what? I am your reward.’ 

This is where I will finish. If you go and court on 
the basis of the fact that that is your reward, there 
is no credit in your account. You are coming with 
a void for that person to fill in you. Do not seek 
marriage on that basis. But let me tell you, many 
are right now attempting to do that. I am saying, 
‘Slow down.’ That is all I am saying: ‘Do not get 
married.’ I am saying, ‘Slow down. We have a few 
things to talk about.’ Can you listen when we say 
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that? You need a bit more credit in your account. 
Otherwise, you are going to make that person 
your reward, and they cannot be that. A sensible 
woman who has a man doing that to her should 
run 100 million miles away at more than 100 
million miles an hour. That is fast. It is as fast as 
a flash of light. 

That is where I am going to finish. We are now 
going to eat. We have said grace. Let us just give 
Vic a round of applause. Thank you very much. 
I think that was an unbelievable word - a classic. 
I think we will need to listen to that again and 
again. 

 


