THE 144000

David Baker, Presbytery Word for week commencing Sunday 07 December 2025
Transcription of recording, slightly edited

Thank you for all those who were upholding
Peter and me in prayer while we were in
Indonesia. It was a fantastic trip. It was in two
parts. We spent the first week in Jakarta with the
congregation there. We had a four-day seminar
there and also some additional meetings. It was a
bit more of an international focus because we
had a good number of folk from Singapore and
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur and Ipoh were also
down). It was a priority during that week to catch
up with them.

Then we flew to Manado. It was more of a
national focus there. We did another four-day
seminar in Manado. The priority there was really
fellowship with all the folk from across
Indonesia. We had representatives from Borneo.
We really enjoyed meeting a number of the
couples from Borneo and particularly from a
place called Ibania (?). It was a bit of an ongoing
joke that they were Ibanians(?) - not Idumeans. It
was quite remarkable, the testimony that they
had of reformation in their marriages and
families. They are hearing the same word as we
are. We were really quite blessed to hear their
testimony and the way they are receiving the
word. We have about three Bible school teachers
from that region who are a part of the walking
Bible school up in Indonesia. That was another
recurring theme (as we were just listening to
everyone talk) - how much fruit the walking
Bible school is bringing right across Indonesia
and how blessed the congregations are in these
places because some of them are quite remote.
How blessed they are that people are travelling
there and that they are part of a walking Bible
school program.

We caught up with the folk from Borneo and also
from an island called Ambon (or a number of
islands in that region) and then also the four
couples from West Papua. All of those who were
from Borneo and from Ambon and from West
Papua were staying in the same hotel as we were.
We had breakfast with them; we had lunch with
them; we had dinner with them in between all
of the other meetings and the seminar itself. That
was a really profitable time actually, over the
course of a week. It was bit of an effort, of course,
because it is different language, so you still need

a translator to be able to converse over breakfast.
As the week wore on, they really started to relax
and were very comfortable to come and talk. It
was great to have that connection. There were
two couples from Sorong, which is the capital of
West Papua. There were two other couples from
a place three or four hours away from Sorong -
so up in the mountains, much more like Papua
New Guinea, so reasonably remote. It was good
to spend time with them.

We are in the process of planning a trip to go to
West Papua next year in the middle of the year
for a proclamation event, which they were very
excited about. In fact, they all started clapping
when we said that. They were really blessed
because the main man had written a letter to the
presbytery earlier in the year when we were there
in May/June. He had written a letter to the
presbytery inviting us to come. It was quite
remarkable when you read his letter - how much
illumination the Lord has already given him in
terms of what they need. They are asking to be
taught about what the fellowship of a presbytery
is. They are asking to be taught about headship.
They are asking to be taught all of these things.
He was very blessed that the presbytery had
received his letter and had considered his letter,
and that we were placing enough importance on
it to actually be willing to come. We are planning
that for the middle of next year. That would
include Liuaki too, from Papua New Guinea
because we are wanting to connect the
lampstands from Indonesia to Papua New
Guinea. My other analogy is we have been
building the bridge (like the Sydney Harbour
Bridge) from two shores, and we are finally
hoping it meets in the middle. Either way you
get the point. One is a more spiritual analogy
than the other, but we are just wanting to
connect it from Indonesia to Papua New Guinea,
because the folk in West Papua are very unique
in the sense that it belongs to Indonesia. They
speak Bahasa Indonesia, but culturally they are
like Papua New Guineans. They are the
connecter in a lot of ways. It will need the
connection from both points. That was a great
outcome for the trip. We have come home; we
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are feeling refreshed; and thank you for your
prayers.

What I want to do today is to revisit something
that I introduced at the NBS which is these
characteristics of the 144 000. We only did this
briefly at the NBS, so I want to come back to it
and consider it again. The key point that we were
making is that we are in the season now when
the 144 000 are being sealed in preparation for
when the Father takes His seat and in
preparation for when Jesus Christ stands up from
His throne at the right hand of God to receive the
scroll with the seven seals from the Father and
then the beginning of the opening of those seals.
We are not waiting for something special or
mysterious to happen after the Father takes His
seat. We are not waiting to see if we make the
cut. I was reflecting. You can probably all reflect
back to [your] school [days] You have tried out
for the school sports team and then you are
waiting there a little bit nervously wondering
whether you have made the cut, waiting to see
whether your name will be read out. I will not
ask for a show of hands, but who has sort of
inadvertently thought a bit like that - that we are
going to wait until the Father takes His seat, and
then we will find out whether we have made the
cut or not?

I want to reflect where my ministry burden and
focus is. I want to really reflect on how the Holy
Spirit has been speaking to us now for quite a
number of years about each of these
characteristics. None of these things are
mysterious. I think when we look at it, you can
absolutely identify exactly each of these things,
and how the Lord has been speaking to us about
them. That has been His merciful initiative to us.
We have not realised it at the time, of course. As
the Lord has been talking to us about what it
means to join the seven wounding events of
Christ, we have not been receiving that and
saying, ‘Oh yeah, that is so that we can be part of
the 144 000 who follow the Lamb wherever He
goes.” We have not been thinking in those terms;
nor have we needed to be thinking in those
terms. We have just needed to keep receiving
what the Lord has been saying to us in each
season. Let us just pause and reflect and say, ‘The
144 000 follow the Lamb wherever He goes.’ Can
we just rejoice in the Lord's faithfulness and

mercy that He has been speaking to us now for
probably eight years about what it means to join
the seven wounding events of Christ? I think that
is a point of rejoicing and I want to reflect that
way in relation to all of the seven characteristics
that belong to the 144 000.

In conjunction with that, it also highlights the
point that we do need to respond to the Lord as
He is speaking to us in the season of our
visitation, because He is speaking to us in the
context of where we are in God's prophetic
timetable, and He is preparing us for the days
ahead. We do need to respond in the season of
our visitation. What I am really saying is that if
we are awake to what the Lord is saying to us,
and if we are responding in the season of our
visitation, then we can be very settled and
assured and confident that we are numbered
among the 144 000 now. That is the summary of
what I am wanting to say.

Let us read in Revelation 14 verse 1. This is John
seeing the Lamb and the 144 000. ‘Then I looked,
and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him 144 000, having His Father's name
written on their foreheads’ We know that Jesus
Christ is presently seated at the right hand of
God. He is seated on His own intrinsic throne,
and He is seated as our great High Priest and He
is ministering to us a participation in His
finished offering. That is where He is now. But
when the Father takes His seat, Jesus Christ as
the Lamb of God will stand up. This is a major
point of transition. He does not stand up to then
physically return (That is not until the day of
resurrection); but He does stand up to be
presented to the Father as the Ancient of Days
and to receive the scroll from the Father's right
hand. This is a major waypoint. This is what
Stephen saw as he finished his great sermon that
is recorded there in the book of Acts and
offended all of the Jews as they listened to him.
They are all cut to the heart and they stone him.
He was full of the Holy Spirit; he looks into
heaven; and by the Spirit he looks all the way
down to the day when the Father will take His
seat and Christ stands up. He says, ‘I see the glory
of God, and I see Jesus standing at the right hand
of God’ This is what is recorded in Revelation
chapter 5 where John sees the Lamb standing in
the midst of the 24 thrones. In that space between
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the 24 thrones... (The 24 thrones are firstly
placed around the throne of the Son. The Father
comes and places His throne in the middle of
those 24 thrones and in the middle of the
heavenly Jerusalem.) ...Jesus stands up from His
throne, (which is in the space between the
Father's throne and the 24 thrones). It is helpful
to draw it to just get that picture in mind. But the
Lamb will stand.

Now in Revelation chapter 14, John sees the
Lamb standing and 144 000 standing with Him.
This is what the Lord is saying to us in this
season. We are reminded that the Lord said in
Luke chapter 21 and verse 36, ‘Watch therefore
[we know that means ‘wake up and stay awake’]
and pray always... [We are being called to join
the intercession of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit; but we are also called to join Their travail
We are called to join the travail of Christ, which
is the travail of all seven wounding events. That
is how we ‘pray always’] ..Watch therefore and
pray always that you may be counted worthy to
escape all these things that will come to pass and
to stand before the Son of Man’ We note there
are two points of focus in terms of the invitation
to join the intercession and the travail of Christ.
They are both to be ‘counted worthy’.

Firstly, it is to be ‘counted worthy’ to escape all
of these things that will come to pass, because
when the Father takes His seat and Jesus Christ
stands up and begins to open the seals, that is
when the judgment of God begins to be manifest
in the earth. We know it will be manifest in
quarter measure with the seals, then a third
measure with the trumpets, then in full measure
with the vials. We are praying to be counted
worthy that we are not judged or condemned
along with the world.

More importantly, we are praying (and this is the
focus of our travail) to be ‘counted worthy’ to
stand before the Son of Man. That is not just a
little adjunct added to the end there. The major
point of focus is that when Jesus Christ Himself
stands up at the right hand of God, that we are
counted worthy to stand with Him (or be
numbered among the 144 000). How do we know
that we are numbered among the 144 000? John
helpfully then describes all the characteristics,
and the Lord lovingly and mercifully is speaking
to us about all of these things and preparing us.

All of these things are true if we are responding
to His word in the season of our visitation. This
is a very simple package here.

Let us read: ‘Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb
standing on Mount Zion, and with Him 144 000,
having His Father's name written on their
foreheads.’ As Peter has particularly been saying
a number of times this year, we have been
labouring as a presbytery to understand the steps
of salvation now for ten plus years. In some ways,
it was prompted by the question from the
Chinese brethren: ‘Brother Vic, what does it mean
to be born again? In a lot of ways, that prompted
it; but it was the Holy Spirit who has been really
prompting it. The Steps of Salvation Part One was
written in 2016. I said overseas (to help illustrate
the point), ‘Who can remember The Steps of
Salvation Part One? 1 could ask you that same
question and I am sure you will all remember
that because the Lord has been revealing it to us
‘here a little, and there a little; and line upon line’.
It is like a big jigsaw puzzle. We have all of these
jigsaw pieces, and every jigsaw piece is a major
point of illumination; and we can rejoice. But we
do not always immediately know exactly where
that jigsaw piece fits in the whole puzzle. You try
it there, and you think it fits, and then the Lord
illuminates something else, and you realise it
does not quite fit there - it fits over here. We have
been building this jigsaw puzzle over the last ten
years, and the picture is getting clearer and
clearer. We have had to be happy that it is a
travail, and the Lord has been doing it ‘here a
little and there a little, and line upon line’
Anyway, 1 asked the question, ‘Who can
remember The Steps of Salvation Part I? Our
dear brother from West Papua reaches into his
bag and pulls out a copy of The Steps of Salvation
Parr 1. He has only just joined the fellowship. We
did reassure him later that he does not have to
start at Part 1 and then work his way through the
whole thing to try to catch up on ten years’ worth
of discussion because all of those books have just
been the diary of our fellowship along the way.
‘You can feel free to start where we are now,
because we have been upgrading as we go.’ The
last thing I expected was for someone to pull a
copy out of their bag.

Now the picture is getting clearer, as I say. In the
last few months (and this is the way it always
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works), as the Lord is bringing illumination on
the gospel of sonship, it is bringing clarity and
illumination to our eschatology. It is only in the
last few months where the Lord has really been
bringing more illumination and clarity
concerning what it means to have the Father's
name written on our forehead. This has opened
up the fact that the 144 000 are all being sealed
now. When do we get the Father's name written
on our forehead? It happens after the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit are already dwelling in our heart.
The Holy Spirit convicts us then. Once the Holy
Spirit is in our heart, the Holy Spirit is convicting
us of sin, righteousness and judgment. The
summary of that conviction is: ‘Do you want to
be a son of God? As we respond, ‘Yes, I do want
to be a son of God, Jesus then breathes on us
through His word and writes the name of the
Father, and also the name of the city of God upon
our forehead. That is where He writes the name
of the Father upon us. Then He gives us the Holy
Spirit to dwell in our spirit as the Spirit of
adoption. This is what we see in the upper room
on the day of Christ's resurrection, because all of
the Old Testament believers had the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit dwelling in their heart, but you
could not have the Holy Spirit given to you as
the Spirit of adoption to dwell in your spirit until
after Christ's resurrection. You could not be
adopted before that. It is a massive distinction
between the Holy Spirit dwelling with us in our
heart and then in us - which is in our spirit This
is the first big distinction between the Old and
the New Covenants. On the day of Christ's
resurrection, Jesus Christ stands in the midst of
the disciples to deliver to them what belongs to
the New Covenant and He breathes upon them
and He says, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’

As Christ breathes upon us through His word, He
is writing the Father's name on our forehead and
the name of the city of God on our forehead.
Then He is giving to us the Holy Spirit to dwell
in our spirit. When the Holy Spirit dwells in our
spirit, three things are happening simultaneously.

Firstly, the Holy Spirit seals what has been
written by Christ. Think of a letter, and then it is
sealed. The Holy Spirit seals what has been
written by Christ, verifying that it is true. He
ratifies that we do belong to the Father. He
ratifies that we do belong to the city of God

which is the heavenly Jerusalem. In fact, this is
where we receive the title deed of our dwelling
place in the heavenly Jerusalem, which is a
heavenly body. This is all given to us here, sealed
by the Holy Spirit. Paul says in Ephesians 1 verse
13, ‘In Him, you also, after listening to the
message of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
having also believed, you were sealed in Him
with the Holy Spirit of promise.

When we are sealed with the Holy Spirit and the
Holy Spirit is dwelling in our spirit, we become
right there a temple of the Holy Spirit. Now this
has been a big point of clarification. We do not
become a temple of the Holy Spirit when we are
baptised into the Holy Spirit and filled with the
seven Spirits of God. We become a temple (or a
dwelling place) of the Holy Spirit when the Holy
Spirit is sent to dwell in our spirit. We become
His dwelling place. That is when we become the
temple of the Holy Spirit.

Thirdly, the Holy Spirit is the one who enables
us to cry out ‘Abba, Father. That is ‘Daddy,
Daddy’. It is in response to that cry then, that the
Father sends the Spirit of Christ into our spirit
and we are born again of incorruptible seed. That
is the seed that contains our name - our unique
name as a son of God. That seed is germinated in
the dirt of our spirit by the Holy Spirit. Now the
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of adoption who leads us
on the pathway that Christ has pioneered for us
all the way to the end. This is an amazing thing.
When we are receiving the firstfruits of the Spirit
here, we are also receiving the down payment
and the pledge of our eternal inheritance which
is our immortal, incorruptible, spiritual,
resurrection body that we will receive on the day
of resurrection. The Holy Spirit is the guarantee
of that because He is leading us on the journey
all the way to that endpoint.

Let us go back to Revelation chapter 7 verse 1.
The Holy Spirit is the seal of the living God. We
will read in Revelation chapter 7. John says, ‘After
these things I saw four angels... [He is just
recording different visions here. Whenever you
are reading ‘angel’ in the book of Revelation, you
have to put in brackets ‘messengers’, because
sometimes it does refer to the angelic
administration and then many times it does not]
...After these things I saw four angels standing at
the four corners of the earth, holding... [I like to
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think here ‘holding back. They are holding the
four winds - holding the reins here] ...the four
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow
on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree’

The four winds are the four angelic chariots and
horses that will be released when the first four
seals are opened. The four winds are described in
the book of Zechariah chapter 6. It is where it is
revealed to Zechariah. He sees the four spirits of
heaven going forth after standing before the Lord
of all the earth. In the book of Revelation, we see
these four winds being held back They are the
chariots with the horses. This belongs to the
angelic administration, but they are being held
back. The reins are being held back by these four
angels. The four angels that are holding the four
winds represent the apostolic administration of
Christ. We know that because the four winds are
under the command of the four angels. When the
first seal is opened, it is the voice of the first
living creature that commands the chariot with
its horses to come, before then sending it out into
the earth. We know that first one. The rider of
that first chariot and those horses is the 144 000.

This vision here in Revelation chapter 7 is before
the seals are open. We know that because they
are being held back Once the seals are open, they
go. It is before the seals are open, but it is also
before the Father takes His seat, because the four
angels here are still in the four corners of the
earth, and that is where the apostolic
administration of Christ is now - in the four
corners of the earth, in all of the nations. When
the Father takes His seat, the four angels... (so
this is the four living creatures that we see then
in Revelation 4 and 5) ... are in and around the
Father's throne. Verse 2: ‘Then I saw another
angel [put in brackets there, ‘Messenger’. I suspect
we probably put capital ‘M’ messenger here],
ascending from the east, having the seal of the
living God.’

I suspect that this Angel here (or Messenger) is
revealing Christ Himself. I say that for two
reasons: Firstly, He is ascending from the east. He
is coming like the sun. This is Christ with His
face shining like the sun in its strength. Then
secondly, He has the seal of the living God. It is
Jesus Christ Himself who stood in the midst of
the disciples, breathed upon them and said,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ It is Christ Himself who

gives us the Holy Spirit to dwell in our spirit as
the seal of the living God. This Angel then, you
can see is in charge of the four angels. You have
the four winds; then you have the four angels
who are in charge of the four winds; and then
you have this Messenger (or Angel) who is in
charge of the four angels. It is not too difficult to
work out what is being revealed to John here.

This Angel here, representing Christ, ‘...cried
with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it
was granted to harm the earth, and the sea,
saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea... [I think
that is probably referring to the sea of humanity
there, as it does later in the book of Revelation]
.Do not harm the earth, the sea or the trees
[remembering that all of the trees are
representative of the nations] until we have
sealed the servants of our God on their
foreheads.”’

You can see Christ will not stand up from His
throne to open the seals until the number of the
144 000 has been completed because they have
a very important work to do, and the Lord
Himself is very committed to that work. They are
described here as the ‘servants of our God’
because they will have a specific work in the
time of the end. The 144 000 will be the ministry
arm of the presbytery throughout the earth. The
worldwide presbytery around the Father's throne
will only fulfill its mandate because it is one
revealing another, as it always is in the
fellowship of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The
presbytery around the throne of the Father will
only fulfill its mandate. through the 144 000. Of
course, the 144 000 are going out to reveal the
word that is proceeding from the presbytery
around the Father's throne.

When the first seal is opened, the 144 000 will
proclaim the gospel of the kingdom as a
testimony in all nations. Specifically, they will be
sent in the same way that Jesus sent the 72 to go
and look for worthy houses. They are not going
out to harvest half of the world's population.
They are going out to look for worthy houses.
They are specifically looking for worthy houses
during the opening of the seals, which is called
(from the opening of the second seal to the
opening of the sixth seal) the time of great
tribulation. [This is] when there is great distress
upon all of the nations; when the church is hated
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of all nations. It will be in the face of persecution.
But they are going out to look for worthy houses,
and what do they find? A great multitude of
worthy houses. John sees this great multitude
coming up out of the great tribulation. That is the
key point: they come out of the great tribulation,
having washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. They are a great
company of overcomers. This is the answer to the
prayer that Jesus delivered originally to the 72:
‘Pray to the Lord of the harvest. The harvest is
plentiful, but the labourers are few. We need
more labourers, pray for labourers.” The 144 000
are going out as labourers to look for worthy
houses. We have a great number of labourers
then, who are able to bring in over half of the
world's population during the following seven
years of peace when the mountain of the Lord's
house is raised above all of the nations.

The 144 000 are servants and we are presently
being prepared for this work. Verse 4: ‘I heard the
number of those who were sealed. 144 000 of all
the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed’
He is talking about the tribes of the true Israel of
God here being sealed now for the work that will
happen then.

Let us continue to read in Revelation 14 verse 2.
I am wanting ‘to selah’ on these points and reflect
on the Lord's faithfulness to teach us about this,
so we actually understand what it means to be
sealed. This is not mysterious. You are not
waiting for someone to put a special stamp on
your forehead. You can know now, today, that the
Holy Spirit has been given to you as the seal and
He dwells in your spirit. Can you say ‘amen’ to
that? Let us tick them off and rejoice in the Lord's
mercy and faithfulness to us, particularly as He
keeps removing all the mystery of this. We are in
verse 2: ‘And I heard a voice from heaven, like
the voice of many waters...” We need to itemise
as we go. ‘The voice of many waters’ — who is
that talking about? It is talking about Christ. His
voice is like the ‘sound of many waters’. John is
hearing the voice of Christ. He is also hearing
here the voice of loud thunder. We know that is
revealing the voice of the Father. Whenever you
see the ‘voice of thunder’ through the book of
Revelation, it is the voice of the Father. That is
proclaimed by the apostolic administration that
is in and around His throne. ‘.And I heard the

sound of harpists playing their harps” Who are
they? That is the worldwide presbytery around
the throne of the Father. They have bowls of
incense and they have harps, describing their
ministry of prayer and worship. He is hearing the
sound of the worldwide presbytery.

Verse 3: He is hearing another sound - another
song. This belongs to the 144 000. ‘They sang as
it were a new song before the throne, before the
four living creatures, and the elders; and no one
could learn that song except the 144 000 who
were redeemed from the earth’ This is the song
of new creation. It is the fruit of their testimony
(or I could say it is the fruit of our testimony). It
belongs to a unique expression of worship before
the Father, and a unique ministry among the
nations in the time of the end. We are not yet
singing the song to the nations, but we are
learning to sing this song now. This song is
described in many different ways in the book of
Isaiah and then also in the Psalms. I am referring
to Psalm 96 which is a summary of the song that
David gave to Asaph and his brethren when he
placed the ark of the covenant in the tent on
Mount Zion. When the ark is on its way back
(having been captured and taken to the land of
the Philistines) - progressively coming back -
David brings it to Mount Zion. He pitches a tent
(or a tabernacle) for it, puts the ark there and then
establishes this whole order of worship. It is all
according to the order of 24 as well - a whole
order of worship that belongs to the tabernacle of
David.

This song then is recorded in 1 Chronicles
chapter 16, but it is also recorded in Psalm 96.
That is where I am reading from now - Psalm 96
verse 1. It says, ‘Oh, sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord,
bless His name; proclaim the good news of His
salvation from day to day’ Now we are not yet
singing this to the nations, but can I ask you the
question: Is this your testimony now? Can you
bear witness to the good news of His salvation in
your life from day to day? Is there regeneration
happening in you? Are you bearing witness to
the Lord's work of salvation and is it a daily
reality? When the 144 000 go out and they find
this great multitude of worthy houses, they all
join the same song because you see them
proclaiming, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who
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sits on the throne and to the Lamb. Verse 3:
‘Declare His glory among the nations, His
wonders among all peoples’

It is a song of testimony; but then it is also an
instructive song - or it will become an instructive
song to the nations. Verse 7: ‘Give to the Lord...’
It is instructing the nations to give something
‘Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples, give
to the Lord glory and strength’ We know the
Father is the God of all the families and our
marriage covenant belongs to Him. It is His holy
institution that He loves. This all forms part of
the song that we will be proclaiming as a
testimony to the nations, so that every family in
the whole world knows that the Father is the
God of their family. What does He expect from
their family? Their children belong to Him, and
their children have been predestined to become
sons of God. You can see the nature of this. It is
an evangelistic song. ‘Give to the Lord, O families
of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and
strength! When the gospel is proclaimed as a
testimony in all nations, it will proclaim what
God expects from all the families of the earth. So,
this song will also bring a sword in every
extended family. Verse 8: ‘Give to the Lord the
glory due His name; bring an offering and come
into His courts.’ Verse 9: ‘Oh, worship the Lord in
the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him all
the earth.” Verse 10: ‘Say among the nations, “The
Lord reigns.” * This is actually a very simple
message. ‘The Lord reigns.’ He is the architect of
the entire present heavens and earth. He is the
source of the creation. His immutable word has
ordained the timing of the whole present
heavens and earth. ‘The Lord reigns. The world
also is firmly established, it shall not be moved;
He shall judge the peoples righteously” Then
verse 13, ‘For He is coming, for He is coming to
judge the earth. He shall judge the world with
righteousness and the peoples with His truth’

The prophetic song is proclaiming the judgment
of God; but it is also proclaiming the way of
salvation. Can we just tick them off as we go? Can
you rejoice that you are learning this song now?
You have a testimony of the Lord's judgement in
your life, and we are His circumcising work - His
chastening hand that is forming new creation.
This all forms part of this song. Revelation 14
verse 4, ‘These are the ones who were not defiled

with women for they are virgins’ This was a bit
of a relief for quite a number as we just began to
speak on this. This does not mean that the 144
000 are wunmarried. Otherwise, that would
immediately wipe many of us out or discount
many of us. It is not talking about the institution
of marriage that belongs to the Father for the
purpose of bringing forth godly seed. Paul
answers this specifically because he says,
‘Marriage is honourable among all and the bed
undefiled” The simple point is you do not get
defiled and disqualified from the 144 000 by
getting married. In fact, the 144 000 are the
representatives of worthy firstfruits houses. Of
course it will include individuals who are
unmarried. It means here that they have not been
defiled by the administration of Babylon that
rules over the nations. It will continue to rule
over the nations until the Father takes His seat.
We are presently submitted to this
administration of Babylon. It means that they
have not been defiled by the administration of
Babylon that rules over the nations. For Babylon
the great is the mother of harlots and the mother
of the abominations of the earth. We are not just
talking about one woman here. We are talking
about all of this woman's daughters as well. We
participate in the economy of Babylon all the
time. Of course we go to the shop; we buy our
bread; we buy our milk; all of these things. We
also interface with the administration of Babylon
all the time. We are interfacing with
governments; we are interfacing with banks; we
are interfacing with schools; all of these things
that do all belong to the administration of
Babylon. There is a way of interfacing with all of
these things without becoming defiled by it. In
this regard, Daniel becomes our example of how
to serve, because he served the king of Babylon.
He submitted to that in an appropriate way while
at the same time not becoming defiled by it.
Daniel is serving but he is not becoming defiled
by all of the king's delicacies. Daniel is our
example here.

The 144 000 are chaste virgins who belong to the
bride of Christ. Furthermore, they are wise
virgins who have purchased a double portion of
oil. Over the last couple of years, the Lord has
continued to highlight the parable of the wise
and the foolish virgins to us. We all know that is
true. We seem to keep coming back to it, and
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then back to it, and then back to it. The Lord is
talking to us about this one as well. We know all
10 virgins were asleep, and then they hear the
cry that the Bridegroom is coming. That is the
mandate of the Elijah ministry - to announce the
coming of the Bridegroom. The wise virgins woke
up in a timely manner and gave themselves to
purchase a double portion of oil. They have oil
in their lamps, but they also have oil in their
vessels. We know that the foolish virgins do
wake up eventually; but they do not have oil in
their vessels.

We know the lamp of the body is the spirit. ‘Oil
in our lamp’ means that the Holy Spirit dwells in
our spirit and we have been born again as a son
of God. We do rejoice that the Holy Spirit dwells
in our spirit and that we have been born then of
incorruptible seed as a son of God. We are a new
creation. Oil in our lamp means that the Holy
Spirit dwells in our spirit and we have been born
again as a son of God. It is the fruit of new birth.
That is only the first portion of oil. This is why
the Lord is speaking to us about God abiding in
us, but also the need for us to abide in God. Our
vessel is our entire person - spirit, soul and body.
We have the treasure of the divine nature in this
earthen vessel. ‘Oil in our vessel’ is the fruit of
discipleship. Oil in our lamps is the fruit of new
birth, but oil in our vessel is the fruit of
discipleship. This is why this subject of baptism
is so important to us - what it means to be
immersed into the name of the Father and the
name of the Son and the name of the Holy Spirit.
Oil in our vessel is the fruit of discipleship, as we
are learning what it means to be immersed in the
name of the Father, the name of the Son and the
name of the Holy Spirit. Oil in our lamp is the
fruit of God abiding in us. Oil in our vessel is the
fruit of us abiding in God. Now again, when are
we purchasing the double portion of oil? It is
now. This is why the Lord is again mercifully
continuing to highlight this for us. We purchase
the double portion of oil now: It is the oil that is
necessary for the ministry of the 144 000 in the
time of the end. Jesus does say in the parable of
the wheat and the tares that ‘the righteous will
shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father’ The oil is necessary for that.

Now let us continue to read in revelation 14 verse
4. ‘These are the ones who are not defiled with

women, for they are virgins. These are the ones
who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.’ This
means that they are being led by the Holy Spirit
each day on the pathway that Christ has
pioneered for them. They are embracing their
participation in Christ's seven wounding events.

Now, again, reflecting, I enjoyed pulling some of
these books off my bookshelf. They are still there
on the bookshelf at the moment. There is nothing
before 2016, but I do have from 2016 onwards
still sitting there. I enjoyed pulling some of them
out and just looking at where we began to talk
about some of these things and where the Lord
began to highlight them. Going back to 7he Steps
of Salvation Part 4 was when we began talking
about what it means to join the seven wounding
events of Christ. That was Easter 2018, so seven-
and-a- half years ago. We have kept coming back
to it, and back to it, back to it. There has been
‘here a little, there a little; and line on line’. Or
you could say, considering the seven wounding
events, layer on layer in terms of the different
perspectives. We certainly understand now that
each wounding event is a circumcision that is
dealing with our carnality by circumcising the
other law from our heart. At the same time, we
understand that each wounding event is a travail
which is bringing something to birth. It is
bringing to birth what belongs to new creation,
and there is a chastening then that is forming
new creation in us.

As we ‘follow the Lamb wherever He goes’, we
are receiving His resurrection life in our
mortality. Exanastasis is the power of Christ's
resurrection life in our mortality which enables
us to do the works that Christ has already
accomplished for us each day. We read
concerning the great multitude that ‘the Lamb
will be their Shepherd, and He will lead them to
the springs of the water of life’

I want to add a little point here. When we
compare (which we will not do today) or we
parallel the statements in Revelation chapter 7
with Isaiah chapter 49, a lot of the statements in
Revelation 7 are quotes from Isaiah 49. This is
true for almost all the book of Revelation - they
are all quotes from other parts. We will not get
to it today, but the statement concerning no
deceit in their mouth’ is actually a quote from
the book of Zephaniah. You do need to just go
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and hunt for them a little bit, but it is helpful to
get the context.

The quote concerning the ‘springs of the water of
life’ is from Isaiah 49. When you look at the
parallel, it is the 144 000 who are ministering the
seven Spirits of God and leading the great
multitude to the springs of the water of life. Can
you think about it that way? You have the Lamb
standing and He is the Shepherd, but He has 144
000 standing with Him. The work of the 144 000
is actually to help lead by way of testimony the
great multitude to the springs of the water of life
because we will be testifying about the
resurrection life that we are receiving in the
fellowship of these seven wounding events. We
are following now. I have written it this way: ‘We
are following now, and we will be following and
leading then’

This will be where I finish. This is verse 4. We
will do verse 5 and we will leave verses 6 and 7.
This is Revelation 14 verse 4 again. ‘These are the
ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.
These were redeemed from among men, being
firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. They are
firstfruits. The 144 000 are representative of
firstfruit houses. We know there is a relationship
and a distinction between a worthy house and a
firstfruits house. Jesus sent the 12 and then He
sent the 72. He sent them to look for worthy
houses. A worthy house is receiving the cleansing
and sanctifying initiative of Christ toward their
household. It is interesting the way the Scripture
records all of this because He says, ‘Right, go
knock on the door of a house and you proclaim
to that house, “Peace be to you.” If a man of peace
lives there, then your peace will rest on him.’ If
you read this with a sort of western Caucasian
mindset, it sounds like there is a man of peace
already in the house, and the 72 are just going
and trying to find him. Then the peace rests on
him because he is already a son of peace. It reads
like that in terms of the language. In reality it is
actually the reverse of that. From the Hebrew
mindset, it is all written from the finished
product backwards - saying that the man proved
himself to be a man of peace because he received
the ministry of the messengers when they came.
That is why peace rests on his house. He received
that ministry and then, as he responded with
repentance and faith to the word and he is

finding reformation in his marriage and in his
family, on the basis of that reformation, he is
being delivered from all of the familial demons.
So there is deliverance and healing coming to his
household. The end result of all of that is that he
is a man of peace, and the peace rests on his
house because he received that ministry. Can you
catch the sense of that?

The house of Cornelius is a great example of a
worthy house. When Cornelius is sending for
Peter, Peter comes and Cornelius has gathered
his whole household. Peter is standing at the
door, and Cornelius is saying, ‘We are all here,
and please come in. What have you to say to us?
We are very keen to receive this ministry. That
is a worthy house. A worthy house is not a house
that has no problems. A worthy house is a house
that acknowledges all of its problems but is then
receiving or responding with repentance and
faith to the word as it comes. Of course, this
involves discussing all of the cultural
implications of the word, which are ‘sweet in our
mouth, but bitter in our belly. There is
reformation coming,

This has been the Lord's focus since COVID. I
think this is very clear. The Lord shut down all
of our public program for a season and confined
us all to our houses so that He could speak
specifically to each and every house. He was
knocking on the door of every house and
speaking to every member of every household
and then inviting us all to respond to that
ministry. He has been continuing to do that since
that time, and He has been restoring the Elijah
ministry among us. We know the whole focus of
the Elijah ministry is the restoration of marriages
and family. The Lord is wanting us to grow and
mature from worthy houses to firstfruits houses.
This is the major characteristic of the 144 000.
They are firstfruits and are worthy.

As we continue to respond to the word and are
progressively finding a testimony of regeneration,
our house will be maturing to become a firstfruits
house. This is where Stephanas becomes our
example. There will be an overflow of ministry
from a firstfruits house to the church and into
the broader community. That is a very simple
progression. A worthy house is receiving. and
continuing to receive because we never graduate
beyond becoming a worthy house. At the same
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time, we are growing and maturing so that there
is an overflow of ministry from our house.

This is where I want to finish. We are in a season
now when the Lord is asking us to open our
houses. If we have not yet opened our door to the
word of Christ, if He is still outside knocking on
our door, if we have not yet opened the door to
Him and the ministry that is coming to our
house, there is no point opening up our houses
for fellowship and evangelism. Such an
endeavour will be futile. We will be trying to
evangelise in an old mode with an old gospel.

If we are receiving the word - if we have opened
the door to Christ and His word through this
season and we are receiving it and we are
responding with repentance and faith, it is not
yet a finished product. There are still lots of
problems that are being resolved and probably
many issues that we are not even aware of yet.
The simple point I want to make is we are not
waiting until we reach some kind of self-
righteous standard where again, you can get the
gold star and a certificate saying you are now a
worthy house and ready to evangelise. As we
continue to open the door to Christ and His
word, He wants us to open up our houses and He
wants us to sow toward friendships that we have
in the community and begin to give ourselves so
that there is an overflow from our houses. He is
asking us to do that now. We may not be feeling
ready to do that, but that is what the Spirit is
urging us to do in the season. That where I want
to finish.

At the same time, if we are receiving the word
and there is reformation coming, we do not have
to wait until we reach a certain standard before
we can open our houses. This is another big part
of the preparation. It is unique to this season
because the Lord has not been saying this to us
over the last few years, but He is most certainly
saying it to us now. We are entering a new
season. He is asking us to lift up our eyes and get
our eyes off ourselves and actually be looking for
opportunities to build friendships in the first case
with those who are in the world. They may not
yet have heard this gospel of sonship. We have
had to get clear on what the gospel of sonship is,
and we have had to receive the ministry of the
Lord to our houses and then be joined with other
houses in a network of worthy houses; otherwise

we will not have anything to invite them to. All
of this has been a really necessary preparation as
we are getting clear now on the gospel of sonship
and we are finding reformation in our houses
and finding fellowship now from house to house.
The Lord is also now asking us to open up our
houses and give ourselves to an evangelistic work
as well.
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