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It has really been an amazing time in the word,
and I certainly appreciate where Tim and Jon
were ministering this morning. I want to
continue with the same focus today, particularly
looking at ‘Discipleship through baptism’. I want
to spend a little bit of time talking about the
nature of our hope. We have been singing Josh’s
song, ‘The Anchor of Our Soul’, which is an
amazing statement. I want to connect that hope
to your baptism today.

The reformation of our understanding of baptism
is (as Jon was saying this morning) an element of
our significant deliverance from sacramentalism.
Sacramentalism is not just the elements that we
have forsaken or the formulas that we are letting
go of in relation to baptism - it is a whole
orientation to life that is driven by fear. This
means that if we are addicted to and dependent
upon sacramentalism, we are not in the Spirit.
We are a people who are being delivered from
the flesh. We have been born of God, and we are
needing to set our minds on the Spirit. How
many of you woke up today and said, T am not
my own. I have been bought with the price? This
is setting your mind on the Spirit and that is
delivering us from all sorts of activities and
motives that are driven by fear which are not the
expression of faith.

Our understanding of baptism is a big shift in
our practice and our understanding, It means that
we are being discipled to walk and abide in the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit through instruction
and in fellowship with the presbytery. That is
what we are saying baptism is. We will talk about
the importance of water. We are not saying we
should not be baptised in water, but we are
saying the motive is [that of] a person who is
desiring this discipleship. This is necessary for
our salvation - this discipling process. [We need]
to register, (I think it was Jon who was making
this point) it is a big shift in our understanding
to recognise that you are born first and then
discipled. We get that around the wrong way
because the apostles were called disciples before
they were born. When the Lord called them, they
were still under the Old Covenant. It was not
until they received the Holy Spirit and He
breathed on them that they received the New

Covenant and were given this commission, ‘Go
and make disciples. It is an amazing point that
discipleship belongs to baptism, and baptism
belongs to those who are born again. It is
necessary for that newborn identity to grow up
and be fruitful and arrive at the predestination
that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have
prepared for them.

This will be a new point that we have not put in
the book and that we will be developing over the
next number of weeks. I will go slowly here and
then I will try to connect it to what we are
understanding  about  baptism.  Through
immersion into the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, a son of God expresses the sevenfold
Spirit of the Lord in relation to each Person. We
are all comfortable that there is the sevenfold
Spirit of the Lord. That is Their one Spirit -
everything that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
are as one Spirit together. It has seven
dimensions to it in terms of knowledge, counsel,
wisdom, understanding, fear of the Lord, etc.
Each one of those Persons (Father, Son and Holy
Spirit) has a unique expression of seven Spirits
which is enabled by the Holy Spirit. When you
are immersed into the Person of the Father, the
Person of the Son, and the Person of the Holy
Spirit, you are revealing Them by firstly receiving
and then being the expression of that sevenfold
Spirit.

You are being made in the image and likeness of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That means what
they are expressing by seven Spirits is what you
are expressing by seven Spirits. Are you seeing
this point? That is going to have an implication
on how we live and what we look like. I am
telling you now, that as this grows among us,
people in the street will register that you look
different. It will not be just what you say. We
made this point (I cannot remember if it was
before the NBS or just after) but evangelism is
not going to be through all our strategies. They
have been fruitless. What is going to happen is
when the seven Spirits of God are flowing out of
your bellies as a river of living water, revealing
the Father and revealing the Son as a temple of
the Holy Spirit, people are going to come to you.
You do not need to have any strategy in place.

Presbytery Word

Page 1



You just have to open up your house. You are
revealing the Father, you are revealing the Son
and you are revealing the Holy Spirit as part of a
community of the bride. This is the rivers of
living water which is the proclamation of the
word of the covenant to them, and people will be
drawn to that. As Jon was saying, it is a polarising
word. Some people will hear it as they did on the
day of Pentecost. They will think you are drunk
with wine. This is an interesting thing, that
hearing someone speak in your language the
glory of God would tick you over to thinking that
you have been ‘on the turps. But that is what
people do. They go, ‘You guys are just idiots, just
crazy. Other people are going to hear and go,
‘This is life changing’ That decision is the fruit
of prevenient grace. Whenever you have received
the power of seven Spirits, that power is to pray
(intercession and travail) and it is to journey with
Christ through which you are being made into
the image and likeness of God. When you are
doing that, you are Christ publicly portrayed as
crucified in these places. This is where the Spirit
of grace and supplication is coming to them in
your workplace.

This is only going to happen if you are a disciple.
This is the point that we are making, It is not that
you have been born again. It is that having been
born again, you abide in God. Wherever you are,
you are carrying that fellowship with you. That
is the amazing point that Jon was making about
Paul and Silas. It says that Paul explained and
demonstrated the resurrection. You have to be
joined to the process of death, burial and
resurrection to do that. We are giving ourselves...
I am just absolutely chuffed to hear that you have
a reading plan - giving yourself to understand the
content. That is amazing; that is a commitment;
it is a faith. But that cannot be enough. It has to
move to demonstrating, and then when people
hear it, they want to join you. But what are they
joining? They are joining the fe/lowship that you
belong to. This is what we mean by discipleship.

In our last session, Jon spoke about the need to
be baptised into the Father. We are talking about
the Person. The Father is already dwelling in you
- this is you now dwelling or abiding in the
Father. He made the point that it is Christ who
baptises us into the Father, making us children
of Abraham as newborn identities. It is important
to register that immersion into the Father is our

first connection to the circumcision of Christ.
Now Paul called baptism the ‘circumcision of
Christ. So, our connection to the Father is
actually our first engagement with circumcision,
and circumcision is the process of our
deliverance from the flesh. The flesh is
everything that is other than living in one Spirit
with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Would you
agree with that? God is Spirit. Circumcision is
delivering us from a principle that is other than
that. The mark of being a son is being
circumcised. That was true under the Old
Covenant. Of course we are not talking about
physical circumcision here. We are talking about
the circumcision of our heart and our connection
to the Father is our first connection to
circumcision.

I want to register with you (and I want you to
register as well) that circumcision is not the same
as chastening. Circumcision is an initiative in the
cross to cut something away that needs to be put
off or forgotten. The Lord is not circumcising
(cutting off) the New Creation. He is circumcising
what belongs to the flesh that does need to go.
We do need to put it off. But chastening is the
action of the Lord towards a son. It is an
initiative, and it has a suffering to it; but it is for
the purpose of training. It is for the purpose of
bringing us to maturity. Immersion into the
name of the Father is all about going from a
newborn through to fruitfulness. If you want a
snapshot statement of what immersion in the
Father is, it is all about a seed principle - going
from a seed to fruitfulness and it happens
through chastening and through the sincere milk
of the word.

A person who is born of God will desire the
sincere milk of the word. What did Peter say?
‘...that they might grow thereby. It is chastening
and it is the sincere milk of the word. Immersion
into the Father then is connection to the
expression of seven Spirits by each Person. The
evidence of the seven Spirits from the Father by
the Holy Spirit is our capacity to proclaim or
express the word of faith through which others
can be born. This is a big change even in our
understanding of evangelism. Evangelism and
birth are going to happen in your houses because
the house belongs to the Father.
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The evidence of seven Spirits from the Father by
the Holy Spirit is the capacity to proclaim the
word through which others can be born. It is also
the capacity to be one spirit in marriage. This is
an element of the remnant of the Spirit through
which a couple is joined. This is where Lach and
Vic will be speaking a bit further. The reason I
am emphasising this is because if you are
receiving the initiative of the Father in discipline
and instruction for you (I am talking to parents
now), the evidence that that is happening in your
house is that you will be able to minister the
discipline and instruction of the Lord to your
children - not as a ministry of law, but as a
ministry of the Spirit. This all belongs to
immersion in the name of the Father.

I am going to focus on baptism (or immersion)
into the Son and into the Holy Spirit. The
question would be: How is a person immersed
into the name of the Son? We know that this is
the initiative of the Father and when He does
this, He makes a newborn son of God a member
in particular of the body. That is the first aspect
of immersion into the Son. It is that the Father
specifically connects you to a community as a
member in particular that is an expression of the
body of Christ. It first begins ‘member in
particular’ and then He is placing you as a
‘particular member in a particular community’.
That is immersion into the Son. This is 1
Corinthians chapter 12 and verses 13 and 18: ‘For
by one Spirit we were all baptised into one
body... [by one Spirit’ is the ‘seven Spirits of
God”? That is not baptism with the Holy Spirit.
That is the capacity of seven Spirits from the
Father in relation to the Son joining us to a
community] ... whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or free - and have been made to drink into
one Spirit... But now God the Father has set the
members, each one of them [or ‘members in
particular’], in the body just as He pleased’

We know that Jesus explained that it is the
Father who does this. This is John 6 verses 44
and 45. It says, ‘No one can come to Me unless
the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will
raise Him up on the last day. It is written in the
prophets, “And they shall all be taught by God.”
* That is talking about the Father. This is an
interesting point. Jesus is talking about how we
come to Him - how we are made a member of
His body. He is saying the beginning point is that

you are taught by the Father. Each One is
revealing the other? That is a one Spirit reality.
‘No one can come to Me unless the Father...
draws him... It is written in the prophets “They
shall be taught by God” ... Therefore everyone
who has heard and learned from the Father
comes to Me’ This is a member in particular
coming to Christ.

The first implication of baptism into the Son (as
a member in particular of the body) is that the
believer continues to receive and to live by the
word of the Father that is proclaimed through
the ministry of Christ's messengers. This word is
the bread which comes down from heaven. This
is the word which comes down from heaven.
Jesus said, ‘I am that Bread, but it is coming from
God the Father” Now hold these things - I have
talked about body; but 1 am talking about bread
now. Your membership of the body has to do
with how you receive this bread. That is what I
am saying.

We know that the Bread that comes down from
heaven is from God. This is John 6 verses 32 to
33. ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, “Moses did not
give you the Bread from heaven, but My Father
gives you the true Bread from heaven” ’ What
did Jesus say? ‘No one can come to Me unless the
Father draws him... It is written in the prophets,
“They shall be taught by God.” > This teaching
(which is the ‘Bread from heaven coming from
God’) is what Jesus is then saying in John 6. ‘For
the bread of God is He who comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world’ The word
which is teaching us from the Father is Christ,
the Head of the body of which we are a member.
Another way of saying it is that your
nourishment as a member of the body is because
you are receiving the bread of heaven which is
Jesus’ flesh and His blood. It is not a sacrament -
it is the Word.

How do we eat this word? You are hearing the
bread from heaven today. It is coming from God
the Father. It has been ministered by Christ
through messengers in His right hand. The
question is: How do you eat and drink of this
today? Do you have to go and chew your paper?
What does this look like? Otherwise, it is a bit
mysterious, isn’t it? I imagine they were sort of
ticking around; and we know they were. ‘How is
this Man going to give us His flesh to eat? Verse
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35 of chapter 6: T am the Bread of life. He who
comes to Me shall never hunger’ If you are not
hungry anymore, what does that mean you have
done? You have eaten something. How did you
get satiated? You came to Christ. You have to
come to Him. You are first presenting yourself to
Christ your Lord - personally, your Lord, your
Head - Christ your Head. But you are also
acknowledging that Christ is a corporate body.
The evidence of you eating this word is your
desire to break it with one another - coming to
Christ. So that is eating. ‘He who comes to me
shall never hunger. He who believes in Me shall
never thirst” If you are drinking the cup, so that
you are no longer thirsty anymore, it means you
are believing. You had a ministry of faith today
to believe.

Now, what does believing look like? Believing
looks like obeying. The word that you are hearing
becomes the culture of your life. That is what it
means. Can you see that when you are eating and
drinking as one who is immersed in Christ, your
focus is on joining the community and being
engaged in the community where the Father has
placed you and to live in your house and from
house to house according to the word that He is
speaking. That is eating and drinking His body
and blood.

The apostle Paul described eating and drinking
of this word as being a participation or fellowship
in Christ’s body and blood as a member of the
body. Did he not say that? ‘Is not the bread a
fellowship - a participation? Is not the cup a
fellowship? The implication of this fellowship is
that we are the bread and the cup to one another.
That is why I am connecting body with what you
eat, and what you drink You are going to be the
bread to one another when you are committed to
meeting together publicly and from house to
house, but you are [also] going to be the cup to
one another. It says you are a cup poured out on
the sacrifice and service of another’s faith. In the
fellowship that we find together, there will be
needs that we are aware of, and we do not just
then say, ‘Go away and be fed’ or ‘I will pray for
you about that so that you find a bit of grace and
suck it up. These are the sufferings of Christ” We
learn to pour out on one another, practically. That
is what James means when he is saying that. He
is talking about the nature of our agape We do
need to share and fellowship in the word. We do

need to bear one another’s burdens; but then we
need to be those who are pouring out on one
another. This is part of being a body member.

The implication of this fellowship, as I said, is
that we are the bread and the cup to one another
as the body ministers to itself in love. This means
that the temple of His body is the context of
priesthood and offering - the temple of His body.
This desire to meet and to care for one another
by laying our lives down for one another is the
evidence of priesthood. It is us priesting ourselves
as a living sacrifice, wholly and acceptable to
God.

Paul identified the failure to discern and embrace
one’s sanctified participation in the fellowship of
Christ’s offering as a member of His body as
eating and drinking in an unworthy manner,
bringing judgement on ourselves. He said that we
eat and drink in an unworthy manner when we
do not discern the body. (I am still on the first
implication of immersion into Christ - a member
of the body.) Then we presume to engage in the
community, and it is not a fellowship in the
word, and it is not a laying down of life for one
another and as we do it, we bring ourselves under
judgement. This is an important point. But Jesus
said that if a person eats His flesh and drinks His
blood, He will raise them up on the last day.

Think about it this way - immersion into the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit is the process
through which we are being made into the image
and likeness of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
When you are raised up on the last day, that
process has come to its conclusion. Eating and
drinking the communion, as a body member,
Jesus said, ‘I promise you, I will raise you up on
the last day’ Can you see that eating and
drinking is very important to our connection to
this process through which we are being made
into His image? That means, of course, that we
will receive the substance of a spiritual body
which is the hope of the resurrection. I am going
to come back on the ‘hope of the resurrection’
after I have talked about ‘immersion in the Spirit’.

The elements of Christ’s flesh and blood: We
have understood that this is coming to Christ,
and it is believing through obeying. But these
elements join a son of God to the altar. Eating
(which is coming to Christ), drinking (which is
believing), joins a person to the altar and the altar
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is the context of Christ’s offering and suffering
journey. This is Hebrews 13 verse 10. It says, ‘We
have an altar from which those who serve the
tabernacle [I just talked about being a kingdom
of priests, this is in the Old Covenant], they have
no right to eat’ We cannot serve in the tabernacle
under the principles of the Old Covenant - by the
motives of the other law. ‘...they have no right to
eat’ Another way of saying it is if they do eat and
they do not have the right, they bring themselves
under judgement. It is the same point that Paul
was making when he says, ‘If you eat and drink
not discerning the body, you bring yourself
under judgement’ He is saying, ‘Do not eat and
drink or do not presume to participate in the
agape meal like an Old Covenant believer. This
is like a person who has the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit dwelling in them, but is not walking after
the Spirit, denying that they are a temple of the
Holy Spirit or that they are a purchased
possession. But if you are a purchased possession,
you do have a right to eat of this altar. In fact, as
you are participating in it, you are joined to it.
Whoever has a right to eat from the altar is
actually joined to it. Of course, the implication of
that is that eating and drinking the communion
joins you to the death of Christ.

Here is a big point: If you eat in an unworthy
manner, it is joining you to the death of Christ.
But if you eat in a worthy manner, it is joining
you to the death of Christ. It is which side of that
death are you joined to? No one is escaping it.
These are the two thieves. If we are discerning
our participation, we do have a right to eat from
the altar, and it is for us a fellowship in Christ’s
death - not our own death anymore. This
connection to Christ’s fellowship in His offering
and sufferings is fundamental to the second
aspect or implication of immersion into the Son.
I know I have given a lot of points but really this
is the first implication. It is you joined to His
body, and as a body member, you are eating and
drinking. Because you are eating and drinking
and participating in the altar, you have a
participation or a fellowship in His offering and
sufferings. That leads to the second implication
of immersion into the Son, and that is fellowship
in His travail by which you are coming forth
from Him as a bride.

The first implication is body. The second
implication is bride. Eating and drinking joins us

to the altar. This is fundamental to the second
implication of immersion into the Son - that is
connection to His offering travail as a member of
His body, as a believer who is proceeding forth
from His body as part of the corporate bride of
Christ. Think about it this way: When Jesus died
and His Spirit went to the bosom of the Father,
we know that His side was pierced, and out of
His side flowed blood, water and the Spirit. That
was the rib from which the Father crafted a bride
for Christ. The point is that that fountain that
came from His side, was the culmination of the
process of water, blood and Spirit at each of His
wounding events - seven wounding events. The
wound in His side is not the seventh wound. The
seventh wound is the breaking of His heart. The
point is, there is water, blood and Spirit being
multiplied at each of these seven wounding
events. When it is pierced, that is flowing out
from Him as a fountain. That fountain is the rib
from which a bride is made.

A bride is a body member who is embracing their
fellowship in these seven wounding events
through which water, blood and Spirit are being
applied to their life. That is the water of the word,
which is washing and bringing regeneration. It is
the blood which is bringing cleansing and the
life, and the Spirit who is enabling you to walk
in this journey. You have received Him in a
firstfruits measure as a temple, and you are
growing as a temple in Christ. The point is, as
you are joined to this fellowship, the outcome of
receiving water, blood and Spirit in your life and
in your house is that your house will be
changing, and there will be reformation. The fruit
of that reformation will be the capacity to meet
house to house. You are becoming a network as
part of an elect lady. This is what is coming from
people who are committed to this fellowship.

Christ is the Head of His corporate body, and the
houses are coming from this corporate body. It
means that Christ is the Head of every house. He
is actually the Head of every person in the house.

There are actually two dimensions of headship.
One is headship in a marriage. The beginning
point of headship in a marriage is actually from
the Father. This is part of the seven Spirits from
the Father. Why do we know that? Because
marriage (the covenant of marriage) is the holy
institution that God loves - God the Father. There
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is a unique expression of headship that belongs
to a marriage. But the expression of headship in
a house belongs to Christ because He is the Head
of a bride and He is the Head of every person in
the house. Here is the beautiful point that I want
to make: When Christ is exercising headship,
which is the ministry of the seven Spirits of the
Lord uniquely from Christ, He is ministering to
a person the substance of their obedience as a
son for their participation in that house. He is
granting or enabling a person who is connected
to His travail to do the sonship (or to fulfil the
obedience) that He has already fulfilled for them.

In a house, the Lord is granting... I will use my
son Amon (as he is submitted to Christ as His
Head) in the morning, waking up (and saying],
‘Christ, you are my Lord; you are my Head.’ He is
receiving grace (or seven Spirits) from Christ,
which is his capacity to be an obedient son. This
looks like laying his life down through obedience
to his father. He is revealing me as a father by
being an obedient son, the capacity for which he
received from Christ his Head. Are you seeing the
point? Every single one of us is receiving (or can
receive) from the headship of Christ - the
capacity of seven Spirits for the obedience that
He has finished, and it will look like how we
interact in our houses. Children, husbands, wives,
fathers, mothers, friends, brothers, sisters, every
dimension of expression that belongs to sonship
has been finished by Christ and is priested to
you, so that you, as a son of God, can priest that
life to each other. This is what it means to be a
kingdom of priests. Can you see immersion into
the Son is totally awesome and it has nothing to
do with water yet.

It is first immersion by the Father into the body
where we are partaking of a meal. That meal is
joining us to an altar. That altar is a fellowship
in offering and sufferings, and through that we
are receiving everything that belongs from the
headship of Christ to obedience for a will being
fulfilled. That is immersion into the Son.

Being established in the order and fellowship of
this headship, we are obtaining grace to minister
the word of the covenant in and from our houses.
This is the next expression of a bride. The bride
is the community of the word proceeding from
her husband. If we are proceeding from Christ, it
looks like us being the expression of the word.

Wherever you go, you are revealing Christ
publicly portrayed as crucified in every place you
go. That is in the world, but it is also in your
houses and when you gather from house to
house. Paul said in Hebrews chapter 10 and verse
23, ‘Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering ...” I am going to come back on
this point on hope, but just hold the point here
at the moment that Christ is your hope because
He has finished your resurrection. He is the
substance of your spiritual body, the substance of
your resurrection. So hold fast to that. ‘Let us hold
fast the confession of our hope without wavering,
for He who promised is faithful. [If you are a
person who is holding fast to this hope, you have
the capacity to do this] Let us consider one
another... [That sounds a bit like coming to
Christ. It is part of the bread] ... Let us consider
one another in order to stir up love and good
works [good works is believing], not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and
so much more as you see the day of resurrection
approaching’ This is, ‘I will raise you up on the
last day.’ If you have that hope, you are able to
stir up love and good works with each other to
that hope.

Baptism in the Holy Spirit: We know that it is
the Son who baptises a person into the Holy
Spirit. John the Baptist said this in Matthew 3
verse 11. ‘He will baptise you... [that is the one
Christ] ... He will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit and fire’ Baptism in the Holy Spirit is
indicated by the capacity to speak in tongues.
Before we go too much further with baptism in
the Holy Spirit, I will make this comment:
Immersion in the name of the Father and of the
Son (which is enabling our expression of the
sevenfold Spirit in relation to each person) is
only possible because we are immersed in the
Holy Spirit. The Son can make you part of
Abraham’s house and the Father can make you a
member of Christ's body, but if you do not
receive the baptism into the Holy Spirit, you will
not be able to abide in God because the capacity
for fellowship is the Holy Spirit. He is called the
‘fellowship of the Spirit. It is impossible for
anybody to abide in God without this immersion,
because the Holy Spirit is the one who is
revealing the Father and the Son which is your
connection as a son and as a body member and
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a bride. You cannot do those without the capacity
of seven Spirits from the Holy Spirit. A believer
who is immersed in the Holy Spirit receives from
Him the power of seven Spirits enabling their
participation in Yahweh’s covenant as a temple
of the Holy Spirit.

Now here is another clarification that we have
made. They are not made a temple of the Holy
Spirit through baptism in the Holy Spirit. We
have said that in the past and a lot of people have
held to that, but we register you are made a
temple of the Holy Spirit when you receive the
Spirit of adoption. We laboured that yesterday.
That is when you become sealed, which is
awesome. That is when you receive the guarantee
of a resurrection. That is when you are made a
temple of the Holy Spirit. But when you are
immersed into the Holy Spirit, you receive from
Him the capacity of seven Spirits enabling you to
function as a temple of the Holy Spirit. You can
be made a temple, but your capacity to actually
fulfil that function depends on receiving the
capacity of seven Spirits.

When you are functioning this way, out of your
bellies are flowing rivers of living water. Jesus
said this. ...by this He was speaking not of the
Holy Spirit but of the seven Spirits of God from
the Holy Spirit” Now the reason that this is
important is because as a temple (from whom is
coming the seven Spirits of God) that seven
Spirits is the same capacity that the Father and
the Son received at the conception of the
Everlasting Covenant when the Holy Spirit
helped the Son to empty Himself to reveal the
Father and help the Father to lay His life down
to bring the Son to birth as the Son of God. That
same capacity is given to you to reveal the Father
and Son forever. That is what it means to be a
temple of the Holy Spirit.

In the book of Revelation, we see a picture of
fully manifest temples of the Holy Spirit. Here is
another point: When you receive your spiritual
body, it is fully immortal and incorruptible and
physical, and it is clothed with a heavenly body
- totally glorious. That community of spiritual
bodies makes a perfect bride. But the most
amazing thing is that individually that spiritual
body is a fully complete temple of the Holy Spirit
the way John saw it in the book of Revelation. He
said, T saw the New Jerusalem coming down, the

new heavens and earth. This is what it looked
like. This is the best I can do to explain it. I saw
that there was no temple anymore. And there was
a throne and the Father and the Son were on the
throne and from it was flowing a river of life’
Now, where is the Holy Spirit? Where are all the
people? What did Jesus say would flow out of
your bellies? Rivers of living water. These
temples (which are you and I with the spiritual
body), we are fully revealing the Father who is
the source of all life. We are revealing the Son
who is the substance of that life, but the word of
it, coming by the capacity of seven Spirits as a
community of the word, that is a bride. It is all of
us as temples of the Holy Spirit, feeding this river
forever. That is what it means to be a temple of
the Holy Spirit.

Did you know that when you were baptised into
the Holy Spirit, that is what you were baptised
into? It is not just capacity. It is not just power to
leap tall buildings or to dominate life. That is
rubbish. People who are doing that are deceiving
themselves. The power is to be a witness. You are
a witness. of the Father and the Son who are on
a throne. That is fantastic! That is the seven
Spirits flowing out of you as a testimony forever.
That is really what immersion into the Holy
Spirit means.

That is a bit off yet... we are still here, of course.
Jesus talked about this power This is Acts
chapter 1 and verse 8, ‘You shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you [The
Holy Spirit is not the power. The seven Spirits of
God from the Holy Spirit is the power] and you
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth’
Now any Christian who has received the baptism
of the Spirit is then able, as part of a community
of believers, to be a co-worker with Christ. That
is, through the seven Spirits of God, we are able
to proclaim the gospel and to support those who
are responding to the gospel so that they are
brought to birth as sons of God. This looks like
the ministry of the word through testimony as
the fruit of our fellowship in the offering of
Christ. It is revealing the Father and the Son, as I
was saying.

This is Isaiah 28 verses 9 to 12: ‘Whom will He
teach knowledge? And whom will He make to
understand the message? Those just weaned from

Presbytery Word

Page 7



milk? Those just drawn from the breasts? For
precept must be upon precept, precept upon
precept, line upon line, here a little, there a little.
For with stammering lips and another tongue...’
This is a person who is proclaiming the gospel in
your houses, line on line, precept upon precept,
here a little, there a little - when people are
asking questions; but you are doing it by the
capacity of the Spirit. How do we know that?
Because it is ‘stammering lips and another
tongue’.

What is stammering lips? Stammering lips is a
person who is joined to the weakness of Christ.
They are not speaking out of dominating life.
They are speaking by a power that has joined
them to travail. That is why it is stammering lips.
It is a testimony of fellowship in the death, burial
and resurrection of Jesus. Tongues is the unique
language that belongs to the communication in
the moment, but it is particularly your
connection to prayer. This is the fruit of
intercession and travail. How amazing is this?
This is how the gospel is being proclaimed by
anybody who is immersed in the Holy Spirit.
‘...For with stammering lips and another tongue,
He will speak to this people [that is awesome. He
will do it, but whose mouth is it coming out of?
Yours] This is the rest which you may cause the
weary to rest and this is the refreshing’ That is a
great message.

Baptism by water: We have made the point, and
I want to finish on the hope a little bit more. I
want to highlight that water does nothing for you
sacramentally. The formula that we have said
that [caused] those fights that have happened for
centuries were total hot air. The reason why a
person will ask for baptism by water is because
they personally have obtained a faith for
discipleship. It is their identification with the
community that the Father is placing them in or
immersing them in. They are saying, ‘I identify
with this community and with the fellowship of
Christ’s offering and sufferings that the word is
leading me in. That is lighting my path and the
Spirit is leading me in’ Baptism by water marks
a believer's commitment to be taught the
commands of Christ and to walk in the light of
the word that is ministered by His messengers.
We can tell people this. We can say, ‘If you are
wanting this, baptism by water is your
commitment to do this” Who does the baptising

does matter - not because they have the sufficient
qualifications. As we have been learning, the
qualification is to be a friend of Christ. It matters
who baptises because you need to continue in a
fellowship with them. It is a relational
implication.

I will make this point in passingg Upon
illumination of this understanding, some people
will request rebaptism which will be completely
appropriate. They are not being rebaptised
because they had the wrong words said over
them, but there will be people who have been
sprinkled as babies and that will mean totally
nothing. That is not discipleship. There will be
others who were baptised for all sorts of different
reasons. If they are personally convicted and say,
Tam being born again and I want to be discipled’,
then that is another conversation to have and
that is totally legitimate. The need for rebaptism
on the basis of the formula you were baptised
with, that is nonsense. Getting the right words is
not going to make a difference. If you have lived
by the words that you were baptised under, as if
that did give you some legitimacy, then there is
a conversation to have there that is part of
turning from that and walking in discipleship.

I want to come back on the point of the hope.
When you are immersed in the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, and you are being led by the Holy
Spirit, you are being immersed in the process (or
the pathway) that Christ pioneered for you.
When He rose from the dead, He received the
name above every name. When the disciples
were baptising new believers into the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, it was not a formula. What
they were saying was, ‘You need to be immersed
in the process through which discipleship in
relation to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is
practically happening every day for you’ That
journey that Jesus did was the fulfillment of
everything that it means (or the whole process
necessary) to be made in the image and likeness
of God. Here is the beautiful point: When Jesus
rose from the dead and received that name, He
was the full substance through resurrection of
every single person’s resurrection body. He had
not only fulfilled all the works that belong to
your sonship and also the sufferings that belong
to your damnation eternally and brought it to
nothing, but when He rose again, He was the
substance of your heavenly spiritual body. That
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is the hope of the resurrection. The word that
belongs to your salvation is being proclaimed
from the resurrection - from His finished work.
That word is full of faith and as it is being
proclaimed to you and you are believing it by
receiving that faith, what belongs to the
resurrection at the last day is being made yours
today if you will hear His voice. That is what we
mean by you being born to a living hope. He is
alive! Not just one Person, but the substance of
every person’s resurrection.

As He is proclaiming the word to you, priesting
to you a participation in this journey, you are
obtaining faith which is the substance of the
thing you hope for. Faith is the substance of the
resurrection. You are not just getting more and
more convinced; you are getting more and more
of your resurrection. That is why Paul said, ‘If you
turn to the Lord, you are changing from one
degree of glory to another into His image’ You
are progressively receiving this glorious
inheritance. Can you see that if you will not be
led by the Spirit, if you are driven by any other
mechanism, motivated by fear that is an
alternative to that, you are saying that this
alternative image is better than what was
resurrected for you. You are denying Jesus. You
are not just denying that He died on the cross,
you are denying the finished work that He has
done for you. Do you realise that you are denying
yourself in the wrong way?

Can I encourage us today that our fellowship in
travail - the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus Christ is the best thing that we have ever
been delivered to? We should be pretty happy
that we are being immersed, discipled through
Christ from the Father, by the Spirit, through the
words of messengers - to a living hope. Every day
you are receiving the word that belongs to your
obedience, you have a Helper, the Holy Spirit,
who is leading you in all truth, delivering you to
the New Creation life of which you have been
born and enabling you, with seven Spirits, to
endure with Christ. Even if you have a bad day,
if you draw a line on that, identifying yourself
with Christ’s death and burial, you are finding
resurrection every day. You receive, at a
minimum, a 30 -fold return just by walking with
Jesus. Most of us are probably getting a bit more
than we think. We have to let go of being in
control as if our sense of right and wrong, and

how we are doing, and how other people are
doing is true. That is the opposite of the Spirit of
adoption. ‘You have not received a spirit of
bondage to fear again. You have received a Spirit
of adoption by which you cry out... This is my
pathway as a son of God. I believe, and therefore,
I speak’ There is a conduct now that belongs to
being a believer. What a great heritage we have
been delivered to. This is what it means to be a
disciple. This is what it means to be baptised.
Now we are to go therefore and make disciples
in every place that we go. You can be confident
to share like that because you are being discipled
yourself.
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