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The manifestation of the sons of God

I can believe to see, what He has already
worked for me;

Manifest as a son on earth, through Christ
revealed by me.

The fruit that I bear, Christ has already borne,
When in offering He died for me.

The Spirit now leads in the path pioneered;
I am the fruit that He bore.

The works that I do He has already done;
Christ manifest in me.

The whole Christ, His corporate body,

Every member a son;

In one Spirit baptised, sealed and revealed
Parrt of His church, also His bride,

Bringing forth others, fruit for God.

Let this word burn as a fire in you;

Let faith rise up enabling your fruit

Be born each day, as you rise to serve,

By water and Spirit, overcome

through His word.

A table prepared in the presence of foes,

The Father’s agape that perfects all my woes;
Released from my bondage to self and despair,
Made free in Christ, a son and an heir.

(Words by Victor Hall, Music by Joel McEnery 2024)

Peter Hay

It is a great privilege to be able to share with you
today and to delight in the gospel of God which
is the power of God unto salvation. To begin with
today, I want to pose the question to us all: who
is God? Many people refer to God in a way that
designates Him as being awesome and/or
mysterious. Their awareness of God is more
reflective of their acknowledgement of certain
attributes and capacities which are obvious
perhaps in creation, or that we might expect or
hope that He has. We have a perception of who
God is. While the creation does declare the glory
of God, God is not known by His attributes. He
is not known by what He has done, or by what
we believe He can do for us. That is not who God
is. The point I want to make today is that God

does not just want us to know abour Him; He
wants us to know Him.

In the first instance, God is not just one Being
He is awesome, but He is not mysterious; and He
is not just one Being. He is actually three unique
spiritual Identities or Persons. He is the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. These three
identities or persons are completely one in Spirit
and life. In the Bible, His oneness (He is
completely one) and the distinction of His
identity are captured in the name ‘Lord God’. His
oneness is captured in the name ‘Lord’ and His
distinctions as the Father and as the Son and as
the Holy Spirit is captured in the name ‘God.
That is the Lord God and that is how He has
made Himself known to us through the
Scriptures.

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are a
community or a family and who They are and
how They relate to Each Other is the substance
and expression of love. God is not just three
Persons who do loving things. The Scripture says
that He is love. It is the substance of His person
and is demonstrated (or evident) in the way that
the Three live in a community together. Your
creation and Their plan for your life is the
motivation and object of Their love. This is an
amazing point: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
who have no beginning and no end (They just
are), They are love, and the motivation and object
of Their love is Their plan for you. The scripture
says that each one of us is the ‘apple of His eye’
- the focal point of His discussion and motivation.

Before the creation of the heavens and the earth,
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit planned for Their
divine life (this is everlasting life) to become your
life and for you to live as part of Their family -
not distant from Them, but to live with Them.
They desired for you to know God the Father as
your Father and the source of your life. [They
desired for you] to know Jesus who is God the
Son as your Lord and the substance of your life.
And [They desired for you] to know God the Holy
Spirit as your Helper and the expression of your
life, and for you to be filled with the fullness of
God. That is an amazing plan that They discussed
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and determined for you even before the creation
of the heavens and the earth. If this is God's plan
for you and is the expression of Their love, you
may be asking, ‘Why is there so much suffering,
distress and death in the world? Why has my life
been marked by pain, difficulty and isolation?
How can I know the Lord God?

To answer these questions, we need to
understand Jove Remember, God is love, so to
understand these questions, we need to know
what love is. True love, which is the love of God,
is completely selfless. Jesus Himself said, ‘For
God [this is speaking of the Father] so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life’ Jn 3.16. We see that God's
love is demonstrated by giving.

I want to focus on love being demonstrated
through giving. Now essential to giving (through
which love is revealed) is freedom and choice.
We are understanding what true love looks like.
It looks like giving and requires freedom and
choice. This is true for the one who is giving and
also for the one who is receiving. Think about it
this way: if something is being given and we are
not free to choose what is being given to us, then
that thing is being imposed upon us. That is not
giving at all. That is demanded, imposed, pressed
on. That is not love. In relation to choice...
(which also belongs to giving and love)
...inherent in choice is both consequence and
accountability. If someone gives you a choice and
you choose to go one way, there are certain
consequences or implications of that choice. If
you choose to go another way, there are
implications or consequences of that choice.
Would you agree? Because of the freedom of
choice (we are free to choose), a person is
therefore accountable for the implications of
their choice.

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit in freedom chose
to create mankind and predestined them to
eternal life and eternal relationship with Them.
They created Adam and Eve as the first two
identities from whom every person would be
brought into existence through procreation. The
Lord God had a plan for Adam and Eve and for
every identity that would come from them. This
plan, sourced in Their love, included the works
that they were to do within creation as part of

their participation in the fellowship of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. The plan was being
progressively revealed to them day by day.

The Lord God's plan was made known to Adam
and Eve each day as they conversed with the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit over a meal
at the tree of life. While they received and
continued in God's plan for them, there was no
death or suffering in the whole of creation. The
whole world, including every living creature (not
just Adam and Eve) - every living creature lived
in harmony, was fruitful and at peace. That was
the implication of choosing to receive the word
of God every day at the tree of life. That is a pretty
good outcome of that choice.

However, instead of continuing to choose the
Lord God's plan for them and to receive His
Word as the source of their life and expression,
Adam and Eve desired to become the source of
their own life and expression. They listened to
another word from Satan and were deceived into
thinking that they could find fulfillment apart
from receiving their destiny from God. Still a
choice is being delivered to them. It can be
received or not in freedom. They heard another
word and in freedom chose that. This is the
reason why Adam and Eve accountably chose to
eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil in disobedience to God. The
consequence of this choice was their separation
from the life and community of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. They accountably chose, and it
had a consequence, and that was separation from
a fellowship that lived by love. They were now
alienated from God and subject to the laws of
creation.

Through Adam's disobedience, sin entered the
world and death through sin. It is amazing that
God said to Adam, ‘If you eat of this food that
does not belong to you, you will die.’ It is not like
it was just ignorantly chosen. Adam and Eve
understood that if they chose what the Lord was
bringing them day by day at the tree of life [they
would have] harmony and life. If they chose to
eat another food, to have another destiny, they
would die. But they did not believe. They listened
to another word, which was a lie, and ate that
food, believing that what God said was not true.
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The desire to go our own way and to live by the
sight of our own eyes and the understanding of
our own heart became a law in the heart of every
person brought forth from this first marriage.
That drive to name ourselves, to determine what
is best for us, became a principle of life (or a law
of life) in our heart. The expression of this law in
every person's heart is completely self-centred,
and it is motivated by fear. It is the basis of sin
and is the reason for all suffering and all conflict.
Its end for every person is death. This was the
fruit of man's choice. Our condition of suffering
and death was not God's fault. It was the fruit of
man's choice.

This is another amazing point about who God is
and His commitment to His plan for us. In
keeping faith with Their intention for mankind
to live by love (which means in freedom and
with choice in Their fellowship), the Lord God
did not intervene on man's choice. As Adam and
Eve go to take the fruit, the Lord did not run
down and say, ‘Whoa, Whoa! Stop that’ He
delivered them to the dignity and accountability
of choice. He also did not mitigate the
consequences of their choice. The whole world
was thrown into disarray - the world which
belonged to Him. The whole world was thrown
into disarray as a result of this disobedience. The
Lord did not stop death or the mess resulting
from that choice.

I want to make this point in passing. Many
people in the world impugn God on this point.
They reserve the right to choose their own way,
to be the determiner of their own life, and expect
that if God exists, He will intervene to alleviate
the implications of their rebellion. This is grossly
presumptuous and denies the dignity and
accountability of choice that belongs to our
creation and our predestination.

Although the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have
not intervened on the implications of man's
choice, inherent in Their plan for each one of us
(this is before we fell) is a means of recovery to
our predestination as sons who are born of God
and live in His family. According to Their plan,
and as an expression of Their great love from
before the beginning of all things, God came in
the flesh when Jesus Christ was born of the
virgin Mary. He was now the Son of Man in
whom dwelt the fullness of the Spirit of the

Father, His own Spirit as the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. Jesus Christ, who is God in the flesh joined
humanity in its death and separation from the
fellowship of the Godhead. Can you see that God
did not intervene on the outcome of mankind's
choice and that that choice resulted in death and
suffering, disharmony, conflict, pain and trauma?
But what God Aas done is He has come in the
flesh, and He has joined us where we are. That is
amazing mercy and that is the extension of His
love.

In doing so, Jesus Christ became fully acquainted
with all the grief and the pain that belong to the
fallen condition of every person in history. The
Scriptures say that Jesus suffered more than any
man. That is because He suffered the eternal
consequences of our condition of sin and
separation - every single one of us. Now this
initiative to come and to find us where we were,
separated and alienated from God, was an
initiative of love and offering of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit which was always Their
intention - to share Their life with us and to join
us to Them. By the Spirit, the Son offered Himself
to the Father and He was made an offering for
sin by the Father. He was made our sin. It is not
just that He is aware of our condition, He is
actually joined to our condition.

Through His offering and death on the cross,
Jesus Christ suffered the eternal consequences of
every person's sin. Importantly, He journeyed
from the furthest reaches of the human
condition, having been made like us in the flesh
and then joined to us in our fallenness and
separation from God. He journeyed from that
state all the way back to the Father, and in doing
so, His blood was shed, and His life was shared
for each one of us. He became the Pioneer or He
established a pathway upon which every
individual can be recovered to their
predestination as a son of God in the fellowship
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. When Jesus
rose from the dead, He was the full revelation of
a Man having been made in the image and
likeness of God. He was now the substance of
every person's predestination. Can you see that
when He came and was joined to us, He suffered
every person's judgment? He experienced and
suffered the implications of every person's
alternative choice. Then He finished the
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obedience that belongs to every person's
predestination. When He stood up out of the
tomb as the first Man in the image and likeness
of God, He was what you could become. He was
the first One. He said, T am not ashamed to be
called your brethren’ He wants you to be made
just like Him.

The gospel proclaims this finished work to us,
and it proclaims it as a hope. When it is preached
(and I am preaching it to you today) the word of
God illuminates our spirit. I am not trying to
convince your reason or your mind. As the gospel
is being proclaimed, the Holy Spirit makes a
breach on our heart so that even beyond reason,
you know that what has been said is true. When
it is preached, the word of God illuminates our
spirit to the reality of our fallenness and its
eternal consequences and that it was the fruit of
choice.

However, we also recognise that Christ was
numbered with us and He suffered because of us;
but has also accomplished our salvation. As we
meet Him personally, Spirit to spirit... (I am not
talking about seeing a vision of Him, although if
you do, that is great. I am saying that when you
hear the word, the Holy Spirit enables you to
know Christ Spirit to spirit - beyond reason.) ...
As we meet Him Spirit to spirit, we are being
delivered to another choice. Adam and Eve had
a choice; they chose a particular way. We all fell
and sin entered and death entered and has
affected us all. Christ came and He joined us in
that condition, and He has journeyed back to the
Father and He now comes and says, ‘You have a
choice. You can stay in your dead and fallen and
damned condition, or you can join Me on the
pathway I pioneered for you’ That is an amazing
mercy. This is the great mercy and
lovingkindness of God who is fully acquainted
with your situation and has made a way for you
to return to eternal life.

The beginning of this choice is to simply say,
‘Yes’. Simply say, ‘Yes, Lord I believe.” Then, right
there we recognise how hard it is to believe and
how hard it is to move forward, ‘Lord help my
unbelief’ If that is the confession that you are
making as this choice is being presented to you,
you will find that the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit will completely meet you to bring
you to what They plan for you. He wants the best

for you. This is the first step in coming to know
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. As you
take this step, the Scriptures say that ‘The
kingdom of heaven is becoming yours’, and that
kingdom is what God predestined for you from
before the foundation of the world.

If you will choose life and desire to know God,
every capacity of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit is made available for you to become
whom They planned you to be.

If you have questions about that, the people to
talk to are the people that you know, because
these are ones who are making that choice every
day and who are obtaining this amazing
salvation as a possession every day. I commend
you to your friends.

David Baker

I am going to read two verses this morning, and
both of these verses begin with the words, ‘Do
not be afraid’ or ‘Do not fear’ That is a big part of
what I am wanting to communicate to us today:
‘Do not fear.”’ I will approach this in two parts and
just talk about what the Lord is saying to us and
what He wants us to see and know in the context
of our personal fears, but then also what He is
saying to us in the context of what is happening
in the world around us. I am going to begin with
the word to Abraham. This is Genesis chapter 15
verse 1. It says, ‘After these things the word of the
Lord came to Abram in a vision saying, “Do not
be afraid Abram, I am your shield, your
exceedingly great reward.”’

This statement is a wonderful summary of the
gospel. The gospel was preached to Abraham, and
even though Abraham lived 2000 years before
Jesus, it is the same gospel that is preached to us
today, and it begins with this command, ‘Do not
fear’

We do live in a world that is motivated and
gripped by fear, as we have already heard, and
that is the outcome of choice. We see this in the
natural creation. There are limited resources in
the world, and everything is competing. Every
living organism, in that sense, is competing for
survival, and from a human perspective, no
person can escape death. Mankind is in bondage
to the fear of death. If you are young here today,
that is sometimes a little bit hard to connect to.
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You may not be afraid yet of physically dying,
but you will be able to identify with many kinds
of fear, including the fear of loss; the fear of being
humiliated; the fear of losing control; the fear of
pain; the fear of being alone; the fear of missing
out. There are all of these kinds of fears.

As we approach the end of the age, the Bible tells
us concerning what is happening in the world
and we look at the uncertainty and the volatility
of the world, and it compounds the fear. We
observe that the world is beset by conflicts; it is
beset by economic problems; it is beset with
environmental problems; and so, all of these
things contribute to fear. As we approach the end
of the age, the Bible tells us that things are not
going to get better. They are going to get worse in
terms of the world. Jesus, when He described the
events that will precede His physical second
coming, said there will be great distress among
the nations; and there will be perplexity; and in
the end, men's hearts... (without the Lord) ...
men's hearts will fail them for fear and the
expectation of what is coming upon the world.
Now we may not be there just yet; there is still a
lot of optimism in various parts of the world that
things will be resolved, but it does hit a point
where men's hearts will fail them for fear.

The first word of the gospel to you is ‘Do not fear.’
And it is not ‘do not fear’ because things will get
better. It is ‘Do not fear’ The Lord says, ‘I am your
shield” - meaning T am your faith, your
protection, the thing that will deliver you from
being tossed to and fro by all of the events
around you, and all of the thoughts inside your
own mind. I am your shield’

There are many people who believe that God
exists, but they do not know Him. They have not
responded to that invitation to know Him. They
spend their whole life (and they may be very
religious) looking for some kind of faith (this
mystical and elusive thing called ‘faith’) to make
them feel better, or to give them some kind of
assurance that when they die, they are going to
go to heaven. They might end up putting their
faith in a church denomination or putting their
faith in a church doctrine or in a church practice
or sacrament or in a church leader or in doing
good works or any number of different things. All
of this pursuit of faith is driven by fear. It does
not deliver a person from fear. In fact, it keeps a

person in bondage o fear. An organised religion
over the centuries has been very good at playing
on this - on everybody's fear. The only faith that
delivers us from fear is the faith of God. The Lord
is saying, ‘Do not fear. 7am your shield. 7am your
faith’ This is the only faith that delivers us from
fear.

This faith does not originate in us; it is given to
us as a gift when the word of God is preached to
us. When you receive the faith of God, it enables
you to believe what God believes about you. This
is given to you as a gift. Now remarkably, this
faith enables you to believe something which is
completely incomprehensible and unattainable
from a human perspective. It is the faith to
believe that you can be a son of God. The Lord is
saying, ‘Do not fear. I am your shield, and I am
your exceedingly great reward.

Now again, we live in a world where everyone is
looking for some form of reward or treasure, and
we are hoping to be good at something, so that
we get some kind of assurance that I am
somebody. Everyone is trying to find themselves,
whether it is being good at music or good at sport
or whatever it happens to be, and it is all very
elusive.

I was listening to one professional athlete the
other day who was at the absolute pinnacle in
the whole world. He is retired now, and he
spends his days playing video games. It is very
interesting - the psychology: you look at [this]
elite sports person [and now] it is lose, lose, lose.
They spend their whole life chasing this elusive
dream of achieving something and they can miss
it by a fraction of a hundredth of a second; or if
they do achieve it, there is this fleeting sense of
satisfaction. Then they lose it, and then they get
older and they have to retire, and they can never
find it again. Everyone is looking for this. Now it
may be very simple for you. It might just be being
good at your job. We all want people who are
competent. We want competent doctors and
nurses and bus drivers and engineers and all of
these things. But somewhere you are going to
have to retire, and that [job] is not the thing that
defines you. The Lord is saying to you, ‘There is
something else. / am your exceedingly great
reward’ As we have already heard today, the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit have lovingly
discussed your name from before the foundation
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of the world. Before this present creation existed,
they lovingly discussed you and whom They
planned for you to be, and everything They want
you to be and do - not only in this age, but also
in the age to come - in the new heavens and the
new earth.

The wonderful promise of the gospel is that
when you receive the word and the faith to
believe this, you are connected. When you are
born as a son of God, you are connected to that
name from before the foundation of the world.
You do not need to try to find yourself anymore.
The Lord Jesus Himself is saying, 1 am your
exceedingly great reward” When you are born as
a son of God, you receive His life, and His life
becomes your treasure that you possess while
you are still in this mortal body. You have
received His life, and as we have already heard,
you are then part of His family. Now that is a
great reward that is far better than receiving
‘employee of the month’. I am your exceedingly
great reward’

Interestingly, when Abraham hears this... (and
now we have heard today our response just
needs to be ‘Yes’) ...Abraham says, ‘Yes, but...
and he starts to fixate on his own personal
circumstances and why he thinks what the Lord
has said to him cannot be so. The Lord says to
Abraham, ‘Okay, come outside.’ I am guessing he
must have been in his tent as the Lord was
speaking to him. He says, ‘Come outside.’ It is still
daytime - probably sometime in the morning. He
says, ‘Now look up into the sky, Abraham... [not
only that] ... Look up into the heavens and count
the stars if you are able to number them. As I
said, this is daytime. He is not looking up into
the physical universe and counting the stars at
night. Right in the middle of the day, the Lord
takes him outside and peels back the heavens. He
[Abraham] looks right into the spiritual heavens,
and he sees this glorious, innumerable company
of sons of God, who will become his spiritual
descendants through the offering of Jesus. Not
only that, but he also looks right down to the end
of the age, and he sees that every one of these
sons of God will receive from Jesus an immortal,
incorruptible, spiritual resurrection body which
is tailor-made for the new heavens and the new
earth. And he believes The Holy Spirit
illuminated him there to believe. Now right here,

you do not need to go outside. We can stay right
here in the building, and the Holy Spirit can
illuminate you to believe and see that that is
what you have been called to be - a son of God.

I am going to read my second verse and again
this starts with ‘Do not fear. From that day
forward (for Abraham), he was not worried about
what was happening in this world. He just
thought, I am a pilgrim; I am just passing
through; I am dwelling in tents; I am camping;
and what I am looking for is a heavenly city
whose Builder and Maker is God’

The other verse I want to read is in the gospel of
Luke. This is Jesus Himself speaking. He says, ‘Do
not fear, little flock’ He is speaking to a little flock
now of sons of God who belong to the Father.
This has been the case for the last 2000 years.
There has been a ‘ittle flock’ of sons of God who
belong to the Father and Jesus says in Luke 12
verse 32, ‘Do not fear little flock, for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

As 1 said, the sons of God who belong to this
heavenly city are a very small minority in the
world. It is a little flock It does not have much
impact on the world in terms of what is
happening. Most Christians believe that Jesus
Christ will physically return at the end of the age,
but they do not really know what will happen
before that. Many are just living the best life they
can; or there are some who believe it is our job
to try and reform the world; or there are others
who are looking for a secret rapture or something
(which is all escapism and still all in bondage to
fear). The Lord is saying, ‘Do not fear, little flock.
It is the Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.

Before Jesus Christ physically returns in the end
of the age and we receive the inheritance of a
resurrection body, God the Father will take His
seat on His throne in heaven for the purpose of
establishing His kingdom on the earth. This
kingdom does not belong to this world. It is a
kingdom of sons of God - and there will be a
great number of sons of God.

To support this point and the timing of it and to
comment on where we are in terms of God's
prophetic timetable for us, I am going to refer to
King Nebuchadnezzar's dream [Daniel chapter 2]
He was the king of Babylon. Babylon was the
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most powerful nation in the world at that time -
this is about 600 years before Jesus. King
Nebuchadnezzar goes to bed one night and he
has a dream. It is a prophetic dream, and he sees
a great statue. The head is made of fine gold and
then the chest and the arms are silver; and the
belly and the thighs are bronze; the legs are made
of iron, and then the feet are iron and clay. Then
he sees a stone, and he sees a completely different
mountain - a completely different mountain. It
does not belong to any of these world kingdoms
and there is a stone that is cut out from the
mountain without human hands. He sees that
stone hit the statue on its feet and the whole
statue crumbles. Then that little stone grows into
a great mountain that fills the whole earth.

Nebuchadnezzar wakes up, probably in a cold
sweat, and he is really troubled by this dream. It
is not just your average dream that you tell
someone about in the morning. He is really
troubled, and he calls all the wise men of
Babylon - all the sorcerers, all the astrologers -
everyone is up in the middle of the night, and he
wants to know what this dream means. As you
would expect, they all say, ‘You tell us the dream,
and we will give you the interpretation.’ The king
is a bit too smart for that. He thinks, ‘Well, how
am going to know if what they say is true? He
says, ‘No hang on. You tell me the dream first and
then I will know that your interpretation is true’
They immediately say, ‘This is completely
unreasonable. No king has ever asked his
servants to do this before. In fact, it is impossible.’
He says, ‘Well, if you cannot do it, I am going to
kill you’ You might think that you have a
difficult boss, but this is the next level. Never
have the stakes been so high. An impossible task
with a really grave consequence if you cannot do
1t.

Now Daniel is only a young man, and the Jewish
nation was in Babylon at that time (or a group of
them) and they are captive there. He also works
for the king, and he hears about it. He gathers his
friends together and they go to his house and
pray, and through the course of the night the
Lord reveals the dream and the interpretation to
him. He immediately rejoices, as you can
imagine, but not only in the interpretation of the
dream - what he rejoices in is that he received a
revelation concerning the sovereignty of God the

Father over all of the kingdoms of the world and
the way it is God who removes kings and
establishes kings. As surely as you can study the
history of all of the world kingdoms that are
revealed to Daniel (as surely as you can study the
accuracy of that), you can know that God the
Father Himself will take His seat on His throne
and establish His kingdom in the end of the age.

Daniel comes in and he explains the
interpretation to the king, and he is very clear
with the king that God has not given him a
history lesson. God is revealing to him what will
happen in the end of the age; what will happen
in the latter days or in the time of the end. It is
amazing that 600 years before Jesus, the Lord
Himself revealed to a secular ruler this prophecy
and what will happen in our day now. Then,
Daniel as a prophet receives the same vision and
interprets it for us. Never has this happened
before and we can be absolutely sure that this is
true.

Daniel comes and explains it to him, and he says
that the head of gold represents King
Nebuchadnezzar and his kingdom; and the chest
and arms of silver the next kingdom which is
Medo-Persia; and the belly and thighs (the one
after that) - the Greek Empire. Then the two legs
of iron - the two long legs of iron - the divided
Roman Empire. Then finally, the two feet of the
statue (and this is the real focus), the two feet
made of iron and clay, symbolise the present
world kingdom, which is the United Nations.

The United Nations was established in 1945 by
the victors of the Second World War, and it has
been in power now for 80 years. The charter of
the United Nations is to unify the nations of the
world for the sake of global peace and prosperity.
That is why it was established. However, the

reality is that the United Nations is the most
divided kingdom of all.

The first point of division is that there is a
separation between east and west. That is the
significance of the two feet - two legs and the two
feet. There is a division between east and west
and we know that. We had the Cold War
between two superpowers and that continued all
the way up until the early 90’s. Then after that
the world entered a phase of relative peace and
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prosperity. But the world is now returning to a
big division between east and west.

However, more than this, it is the mixture
between iron and clay. Now this exists in both
the east and the west. There is a mixture of iron
and clay. The iron is the metal that belonged to
the divided Roman Empire. It is the strength of
religion and particularly state religion. In the
west you can look at the strength of the Roman
Catholic Church and the strength of the Church
of England and the strength of the powerful
denominations that came out of the reformation,
all of these things, and the way they are
interwoven with the state. In the east you can
look at the Greek Orthodox Church, the Russian
Orthodox Church, the strength of the Islamic
faith in many parts of the world. Of course, these
religions are also divided and in conflict with one
another. In fact, this has been the cause of many,
many wars over the centuries. We have had
crusades and all of these things - all in the name
of religion and this is not the kingdom of God.
The strength of religion has carried down into
the present world kingdom. We still have it with
us today.

But we also have the c/ay. The Bible likens God
to a potter or the Potter, and we are the clay. He
is the one who made us. That is the simple point
that is being made. He is the Potter; we are the
clay. The Bible also describes the clay speaking
back to the Potter saying, ‘You did not make us.
You have no understanding concerning who I
am. [ now reserve the right to define myself’ The
clay is Aumanism that rejects God as the Creator
and believes that humans are the source of their
own definition and destiny. Of course this runs
all the way to, “You can choose your own gender;
you can choose your own sexuality.’ All of these
things belong to the clay.

Significantly, the final phase of the present world
kingdom is the ten toes. Just picture the foot now,
and four-fifths of it; then you have the final phase
- the final fifth (or whatever it happens to be in
terms of proportion) is the toes. The final phase
of the present world kingdom is the ten toes.
They represent ten rulers. Each ruler is the leader
of a powerful nation or the leader of a group of
nations.

In relation to where we are in God's prophetic
timetable, we are presently in this transition to
the ten toes. We clearly see that. Globalism has
already reached its peak, and it is declining, and
there is a very rapid transition now to
regionalism. We see the rise of nationalism, and
we see the power of the United Nations
diminishing. We see the power and influence of
individual leaders increasing. We are in this
phase of transition to the ten toes and many,
many commentators are now saying that we live
in a multi-polar world. That is all the way from
the Secretary General of the United Nations to
many, many other commentators. We have gone
from two superpowers to one world order and
now we live in a multi-polar world. We are in
this phase of the ten toes. This is significant
because, as Daniel explained to King
Nebuchadnezzar so many years ago, it is in the
days of those leaders that God the Father will
establish His kingdom on the earth. That is
where we are; this is right up in front of us.

We are fast approaching the time when the
Father will sit down on His throne in heaven to
judge the present world order, but also to
establish His kingdom on the earth. The kingdom
of God does not belong to any of the world
kingdoms. It is a heavenly kingdom. It is made
up of sons of God. Sons of God at the moment
are a very small minority in the world. However,
in the days ahead of us, the gospel of God will be
proclaimed as a testimony in all nations and
there will be a great multitude of sons of God
coming into the kingdom of God.

I trust you are hearing the invitation of the Spirit
here today to be a son of God and to belong to
His kingdom. The Lord is saying, ‘Do not fear
little flock. It is the Father's good pleasure to give
to you the kingdom.
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