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I am going to talk on intercession and travail -
particularly on travail today. I am building on the
point that Vic made at the New Year’s seminar
in Melbourne at the beginning of the year. It was
such a seminal point for us. Prayer is the
intercession and travail that belongs to the
covenant fellowship of Yahweh Elohim. It is such
an amazing statement which has really reformed
(and is still reforming) our understanding of how
we are to pray and what the implications are for
us in our houses and as a community of believers
together as the bride of Christ and also as a
presbytery.

I want to talk about our ongoing fellowship by
the Holy Spirit in the fellowship of travail in our
houses; then as a network of worthy houses
called an ‘elect lady’ who is an expression of the
bride of Christ in a particular location; and then
how a presbytery is also praying or travailing in
prayer as well.

The point that we learnt earlier in the year (and
we have been continuing to consider) is that
intercession is the dialogue or conversation of
prayer. Intercession is a discussion (or a dialogue
or a conversation) by the Holy Spirit - and
specifically by the capacity of the seven Spirits of
God, which we have been hearing about this
morning. In this conversation (or discussion) for
those who are participating in it, their name is
being affirmed. They are also participating in the
conversation by name. It is both elements. It is
not just a person participating by name, it is also
affirming your name; and that is true of Yahweh
Himself. The Son and the Holy Spirit affirm to
the Father: ‘You are the Source; You are the God
of all” The Father and the Holy Spirit affirm to
the Son that He is the Lamb of God; and the
Father and the Son are affirming the Holy Spirit
as the Helper. They are All affirming the name of
Another and then by name They are speaking in
relation to the covenant purpose. This is the
conversation of prayer.

Then travail, which is still by the capacity of the
seven Spirits of God and is proceeding from this
discussion, is the expression of love through
offering. Travail is an expression of love through
offering, and the fruit of travail is something new.

There is a discussion about it affirming a person’s
name but also communicating by name. Then
there is a travail which is the expression of love
through offering which proceeds from the
dialogue (or intercession) by the Holy Spirit.
Through travail something new is being brought
forth.

The other thing that we learnt from Vic at the
beginning of the year is that unless we are joined
to the intercession and travail of Yahweh’s
fellowship, enabled by the capacity of the Holy
Spirit, we are not praying at all. All the talk, all
the mind chatter, all the expression that we have
that is outside of the intercession and travail
enabled by the Holy Spirit is not prayer at all. In
this session, I want to build on these foundations
and establish this point. In fact, this is the point
that I am going to establish. If you get this, you
have the lot. I am going to explain it in relation
to families, in relation to the church, and in
relation to the presbytery.

This is the point: the travail of prayer is the daily
cultural expression of individuals, houses and
elect ladies or churches who are progressively
obtaining the promise of the Spirit 1 will say it
again. The travail of prayer is the daily (you can
even add in ‘ongoing’) cultural expression - what
you are speaking about and how you are
conducting yourself as individuals, houses, and
elect ladies who are progressively obtaining the
promise of the Spirit. The promise of the Spirit is
fulfilled (or obtained) in the resurrection, and
prayer is necessary for us to arrive at that finished
promise - that obtained promise. It is not just
what you have to do to get there - it is the
expression that we have on the way there. So that
every day that promise is being obtained. So,
what belongs to the finished work... (Christ is
the hope of the resurrection. He is the substance
of your resurrection body) ...the hope of that is
being proclaimed to you. It is delivering you faith
as the substance for today of what you hope for.
Living and walking in that substance is called
‘travail by the Holy Spirit’. As you do that, what
belongs to the today, belongs to you forever.

Prayer is essential to the regeneration and
reformation as individuals in our marriages and
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as families. It begins with intercession. 1 would
imagine that this is true for us all. We need to be
devotionally praying by the Holy Spirit every
morning individually. Couples, you need to be
praying together in the Holy Spirit. Families or
houses, you need to be praying, interceding by
the Holy Spirit together. Then from that
intercession, proceeding to travail as a
participation in the death, burial and resurrection
of Jesus Christ every day. Travail is a birthing
pain. It is the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus which we are joining every day, and it is
bringing forth something new every day.

We can consider our fellowship in this travail as
the mornings and evenings that belong to our
pilgrimage with Christ. Think about it this way:
the evenings are a time of darkness, but they are
a time of rest. We can connect evenings to burial.
Death (burial) is the place of rest. It is the place
of waiting. It is the place where hope has become
the anchor of your soul because you are finding
rest in hope. That is evenings. With every
evening comes the morning. As the morning
dawns, the morning is the light of life. It is
resurrection life, bringing forth something new in
you. That newness looks like the capacity for
obedience. Mornings and evenings are the travail
that belongs to praying at all times, in every
place.

A Scripture that we have been considering over
the last season is 1 Timothy chapter 2 verses 8 to
10. It says, ‘I desire therefore that men pray
everywhere...” That can equally be ‘pray without
ceasing’ or ‘pray at all times’. How do you pray at
all times? You do it ‘by lifting up holy hands
without wrath and doubting’ This is a whole
culture of life. Paul has summarised it down to
lifting up holy hands without wrath and
doubting’. ‘In like manner, that the women also
pray everywhere.’ That is what it means when he
says ‘in like manner’. He is not saying that the
equivalent of lifting up holy hands is adorning
yourself. He is saying there is a way to pray
everywhere that is unique to a man; and a
woman is to pray everywhere too. The unique
expression of ongoing connection to the travail
of prayer for a woman looks like adorning
themselves - putting something on. ‘... Adorning
themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and
moderation, not with braided hair or gold or
pearls or costly clothing, but which is proper for

women professing godliness with good works.
Let us look now at what this travail looks like
specifically for a man and specifically for a
woman.

We see for a man, he is to proceed from the
intercession of prayer by the Spirit by lifting up
holy or sanctified hands without wrath or
doubting. This is his ‘everywhere participation’ in
the prayer travail of Yahweh, which the Spirit is
leading and He is enabling. For us, this first looks
like embracing by the Spirit our participation in
the fellowship of death, burial, and resurrection
by which we are being delivered from wrath and
doubting. We have to acknowledge that our
native and default response, if we are not being
led by the Spirit and we are not setting our mind
on the Spirit, will be a form of conduct that will
be doubting and will result in wrath. We are
embracing the reality that we need to be joined
to a process that is dealing with the motive in us
that results in that fruit. We are delivered from
wrath and doubting. The death, burial, and
resurrection (or the process through which this
is happening) includes when we cause the mess
(or death) in our house because of our wrath and
doubting. Our wrath and doubting are the fruit
of carnality. It is going to create mess. It is also
going to be our participation in suffering,
whether it is caused by us or not. It is also going
to be death that belongs to offering - the cost that
belongs to laying our life down for another.

It first looks like embracing the process by which
we are delivered from these things. If I can make
another point on the way through (and this will
be true for every element of travail), travail begins
with godly sorrow. Whose sorrow is it? It is God’s
sorrow. That is why it is foundational to travail.
Godly sorrow leads to repentance, and
repentance leads to faith demonstrated through
obedience or sanctified living. Can you see that
that is lifting up holy or sanctified hands? All
travail begins with godly sorrow.

For a man who is embracing his fellowship in
the death, burial and resurrection by which he is
finding deliverance from wrath and doubting, it
then is proceeding through repentance and faith
to something. That is what I want to dwell on.

What does it mean nor to not ‘wrath and doubt™?
What does it mean to believe and to promote life?
It begins with intercession by the Spirit,
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acknowledging and desiring His will for our life.
I am talking to you men - not just husbands, not
fathers - just men. Desiring His will for your life.
This is James chapter 1 verses 16 to 20. It says,
‘Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren’
Would you agree that deception is the fruit of a
veil over our eyes? And Paul said that ‘whoever
turns to the lordship of the Spirit, the veil is
taken away’. ‘Do not be deceived, my brethren’ is
saying, ‘Be someone who can repent and walk by
faith’. ‘Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and comes down from the Father of lights
with whom there is no variation or shadow of
turning. Of His own will, He brought us forth by
the word of truth, that we might be a kind of
firstfruits of His creatures. So then [or therefore,
because that is true, because God the Father is
the source of your identity and the source of the
word of the name that belongs to that identity,
and this is according to the will of the Father,
therefore], my beloved brethren, let every man...
[This is, I desire that men pray everywhere’] ...be
swift to hear and slow to speak and slow to
wrath’

If you want to be delivered from wrath, the thing
that you are putting on is a swiftness to hear and
a slowness to speak. Verse 20, ‘For the wrath of
man does not produce the righteousness of God.’
What we are doing is interceding, praying by the
Spirit, ‘Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven’, acknowledging that the Father is the
Source of our identity and the Source of the name
of our sonship. Therefore, we are swift to hear.
And what is hearing delivering to us? Faith. Faith
to believe instead of doubt. Faith by hearing.
‘Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath’ That
is deliverance from wrath.

Doubting is living according to another word
because we do not believe Christ and we do not
believe His word. Now I would say most of you
would be sitting here going, T would not be
sitting here if I did not believe Christ and His
word.” But doubting is where we turn to some
other source when the word is confronting us -
be it the face of our wife, a friendship group,
worldly commentators, or just our own opinions
- and we walk in the light (or the instruction) of
another word. That would be doubting. To pray
without doubting is a person who is prioritising
the word - not selectively hearing it; not just

hearing it - but actually applying yourself to ear
it, understanding that it is going to be sweet in
the mouth, but it will be bitter in the belly
because it is becoming you. To pray without
doubting, we need to prioritise the word we are
hearing and receiving so that its implications for
our life are the agenda of our life and house.

Men, to lift up holy hands without wrath and
doubting is to set the word as the agenda of your
life and of your house. If you are not applying
yourself to the word, how can it be the agenda of
your house? There will be some other agenda
that takes priority. Can I just encourage you? I do
not want to be patronising at all, but I do want
to say that we write these books for you. They are
a diary of our conversation or fellowship in the
word. If you want to join that conversation, join
that fellowship, so that that conversation
becomes the agenda of your life and house, you
need to read the material. You could probably
watch a bit of less television or read less fishing
magazines or play less computer games.
Whatever it is that is drawing your time, that will
become the agenda of your house. We are not
asking you to be theological; we are just saying
join the conversation’. It is an invitation to you.
If you love the word and you are eating that
word, it will become the agenda of your life and
your house. Please, receive the gift that it is. It
changes from seminar to seminar because it is an
ongoing conversation.

As we are putting off wrath and doubting in
prayer, praying by lifting up holy hands is then
totally proactive. It is listening and reading and
devoting. It is embracing the works that belong
to our sanctification, and it involves honouring
others in and beyond our house by commending
them to their sanctification without comparison
or competition, which are the hallmarks of
shame. A Christian man in poverty of spirit,
surrenders his life and those for whom he cares
to Christ and to His offering and sufferings. In
this regard, a man by the Spirit deals with the
issues that he has to negotiate in his household
and in the world through offering. This belongs
to the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.

I was thinking about this - about the matters that
come up in our houses from time to time. A mess
is happening in the house: mum and the son are
having a tiff. Your wife is looking, ‘Are you going
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to intervene, Bob? The child is hoping that you
are on his side. And you are just frustrated. It is
just a complete mess. Wrath is going to come
over the top of it to try to conform it to some
sense of composure. Doubting is going to be
whatever mum says - that is the best thing. I
thought sometimes you just do not know what
to say and that is where you need some
intercession. It probably would help to say, ‘Why
don’t we just sit down and pray in the Spirit
together, and ask the Lord for Him to help us in
this matter? Then each of you needs to know
what your participation is in travail now. Instead
of me being the source of the resolution, let us
let the Spirit be the One who is leading us in
travail, so that as a man, I am lifting up my hands
and saying, “The agenda of this house belongs to
the Spirit.” I am delivering the others over to say,
“The agenda of this house is the Spirit. Let us find
Him together.” * Men, can we begin to be a bit
easier about intercession in our houses and
recognise that we could probably do it a bit more
often?

What about a woman? What does praying at all
times or ‘in like manner’ look like for her? A
woman proceeds from the intercession of prayer
by the Spirit through the expression of the
‘incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit’.
I am going to talk about what this means in a
moment. ‘Without a word’, she professes
‘godliness with good works’. I am drawing from
1 Timothy. This is her ongoing participation in
the prayer travail of Yahweh. What does this look
like? This looks like the awesome and essential
expression of a godly woman who embraces her
fellowship in the weakness of Christ’s death and
comes to rest with Him in burial. A woman who
is ‘without a word’ professing godliness with
good works, looks awesome, and has an
expression that belongs to (or is the fruit of) her
connection to the weakness of Christ and
particularly His burial. She is ‘without fear and
terror’ (which means anxiety and all the mind
chatter) because resurrection life is her hope and
the substance of her works. That is why there is
no fear and terror. It is because the grace for the
works that belong to your motherhood are not
coming from you. It is coming from a finished
work for the moment. It means you have to come
to rest in burial Solomon described this
expression in this passage which has lit up to me

as a beautiful statement of a travailing, praying
woman.

This is Song of Solomon, chapter 6 verse 10. It
says, ‘Who is she who looks forth as the
morning?’ At the start I said that our life in the
fellowship of travail looks like connections to
evenings and mornings. Evenings are the context
of burial. Mornings are when the light starts to
dawn from the evening. Resurrection life is
coming up. This is the life of God, and she looks
forth to it. This is a woman with hope. She is
resting in hope. That means she is letting go of
all the anxieties that belong with needing to keep
everything composed and together and in line
with her agenda for the house. She is coming to
rest with it. She looks forth as the morning - she
has sight. This is resurrection life emerging from
the rest found in the burial (or night) and it says
she is as ‘fair as the moon’. She is revealing Christ
as part of a bride company. As fair as the moon,
revealing her head, which looks like submission
to and obedience to her husband. Wives, obey
your husbands as unto the Lord - Christ, your
Head. ‘Fair as the moon, clear as the sun™- totally
aware and totally sanctified to the works of
sonship that belong to her personally —
‘awesome as an army with banners. Can we
rejoice in the glory of the fruit of travail that
belongs to a woman in the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ every day?

Clearly, ‘without a word’ does not mean a woman
is seen but not heard. As people have been
reading these passages, they have caused some
strife in different places (perhaps a bit close to
home). ‘Without a word’ does not mean you are
‘seen and not heard’. That is not what this means.
Solomon explains it in Proverbs 31.1 am drawing
from verses 26 and 31: ‘She opens her mouth
with wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of
kindness.’ She is full of expression. ‘Give her the
fruit of her hands [that is ‘chaste conduct with
fear’] and let her own works praise her in the
gates’

Now this communication is not contrived
niceness; it is not opinion; it is not gossip based
on a woman’s perceptions of good and evil; nor
does she presume to usurp the God-given
authority of her husband by presuming to
instruct him on what he should or should not be
doing as a husband or father. Rather, it is the
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expression (or the fruit) of the ‘incorruptible
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit. This is
sourced from the incorruptible seed of God’s
divine life birthed in her. This is sonship
emerging.

Children, you are to pray at all times as well. You
have a specific participation in the travail of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you are proceeding from
the intercession of prayer. So, you need to have
your own devotions, and you are proceeding
from the devotions and prayer with your family,
and you are doing so proceeding in travail by
being obedient to your parents. This is the
expression of offering that belongs to prayer
travail by the Spirit. As you are obedient in this
way by the Holy Spirit, who you have, you are
progressively obtaining the promise of the Spirit.
This is what Paul said in Ephesians 6 verses 1 to
3: ‘Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for
this is right Honour your father and mother,
which is the first commandment, with a promise:
that it may be well with you and that you may
live long on the earth. That means that you are
an heir and an obtainer of the promise of your
inheritance as a son of God. If you are living this
way, and you are receiving capacity from the
Holy Spirit, you are going to be someone who is
not despising the chastening of your parents,
knowing that that chastening is teaching you
obedience. If you have been baptised children,
that is what you chose, to receive the discipline
and instruction of your parents for the purpose
of delivering you to this travail because you were
immersed into the death, burial and resurrection
of the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘Children obey your
parents in the Lord’

The key point for all of us (husbands, wives, men,
women and children) is that we ‘pray
everywhere’ (or equally ‘without ceasing’)
through our individual sanctification by the
Spirit, by how we relate to one another in our
houses. It is going to be relational interactions
and then, in how we relate from house to house.
Significantly, this prayer travail is both
fundamental to, and demonstrated by, the culture
and expression of a worthy house. A worthy
house is a praying house.

The Holy Spirit is urging men and women and
children to apply themselves to the cultural
reformation of their marriages and households.

This reformation belongs to and is necessary for
sanctified prayer. The Spirit is pressing us in this
manner, for the reformation that belongs to being
a participant in sanctified prayer, so that we will
be counted worthy to escape the judgement of
God that is going to come on the earth in the
time of the end. The initiative of the Spirit at the
moment (speaking to us about the reformation
that is needed in our marriages and in our
households) is to enable us to participate in
sanctified prayer and that prayer is necessary to
be found as a worthy house and to escape the
judgement that is coming on the earth if you are
not part of the bride.

Jesus said in Luke 21 verse 36, ‘Watch therefore
and pray always’ ‘Watch therefore and pray
always.’ That is the same as ‘I desire therefore that
men pray everywhere and likewise women...’
‘Watch therefore and pray always... [For what
purpose?] ... that you may be counted worthy...
[That you might be found a worthy house] ...
counted worthy to escape all these things that
will come to pass and to stand before the Son of
Man’ That means you are part of that 144,000
company.

That is awesome. What a heritage. What an
initiative of the Spirit to us as houses to make us
ready for this. All you have to do is choose it. You
have been given the Holy Spirit as a Helper to
help you with this travail - to join you to it. We
are not asking you to leap tall buildings in a
single bound. We are just saying, ‘Let us join
ourselves to the initiative of the Spirit’

The Spirit is not only the Source and Capacity of
our prayer, He also makes known to us the
prophetic Scriptures that are applying to the
times and seasons in which we live. It was an
amazing initiative of the Spirit through David’s
ministry on Saturday to highlight that a lot of the
prophetic Scriptures belong to where we live
right now. The Spirit is illuminating this to us,
and He is urging us to be awake to it - to wake
up. In this regard, it is timely for us to register
the Holy Spirit's ongoing insistence upon our
consideration of Jesus’ parable of the ten virgins
- the five wise and the five foolish virgins. Clearly,
as David was explaining in relation to the statue
of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, we are in the
midnight hour. It has arrived. We know that
because we are presently hearing the Spirit’s
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declaration saying, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom is
coming.’ ‘A cry went out at midnight: Behold, He
is coming’

Why is that the mark of this being the prophetic
time that we are in? Why the call to a
Bridegroom? It is because we, as a bride have to
be ready. It is an initiative to us individually, and
as households, and then as a community who are
learning to pray together - that is our readiness. I
have written here that we know that this is what
the Spirit is saying because of the present
emphasis in the word that is calling for cultural
reformation in our marriages and families. This
is the appeal - this need for reformation is the
appeal of the Elijah ministry — ‘turning the
hearts of fathers to children and children to
fathers’ It is a family orientation. This is the
appeal through the ministry of Elijah for
households who belong to the bride of Christ.
The bride is made up of a network of worthy
houses, to be made worthy, and then to grow to
firstfruits as part of a network of worthy houses
who are ready for the coming of the Bridegroom.
It is notable, and it is helpful to note this point.
Vic really emphasised this when we were writing
this material: all ten women in the parable were
identified as virgins. I had presumed, I think, that
there were some inherently five ordinary ones
and inherently five good ones. But there were ten
virgins. They are undefiled. These are all
Christians. The fact of the matter is that a// of
them were asleep. That is highlighting that in
other places, other churches, they might not be
hearing or engaging in the responses that we
make, but they are part of virgins. It also means
that within our fellowship, there will be some
who are sons of God, born of God, but who are
growing dim or sleepy in relation to what the
Spirit is saying.

It is notable that all ten women in this parable
were identified by Jesus as virgins. That is, they
were believers who belong to the virgin bride of
Christ. The distinction between the wise and the
foolish virgins was evident in their response to
the word of the Elijah ministry calling for them
to be ready for the coming of the Bridegroom.
Clearly there was a group of believers who were
foolish and they were foolish because they were
slow to respond to this prophetic initiative. That
is the foolishness - an apathy. ‘Woe to those who
are at ease in Zion [in the heavenly city]’ But as

the word is coming, it is just, ‘Oh, it will work
out. It will be alright. Do not worry. You do not
need to be too intense about this’ ‘Woe to those
who are at ease. in Zion’ It is an apathy. It is a
slowness that belongs to virgins, but who end up
being found wanting.

In contrast, there were a group of believers who
were responsive to this message and applied
themselves through faithful prayer to the
reformation of their marriages and families, and
who were therefore able to join this ministry. We
are counted worthy to escape the judgement of
God in the time of the end because we are
responding to what the Spirit is saying today.
Remember, He is making known the word of
Christ to us from the Scriptures, but He is also
revealing to us the day and time that we live in
in relation to the prophetic agenda of Yahweh.

We respond to what the Spirit is saying today
with mourning, repentance and faith as the Lord
comes among the unclean daughters of Zion in a
spirit of judgement and burning. Those who
apply themselves to intercession and travail of
prayer that belongs to cultural reformation in
their houses are coming every day by the Spirit
to the throne of grace. These are worthy houses.
Coming to the throne of grace to obtain mercy
and grace for fellowship in the travail of prayer,
does not happen by default. It is an action of faith
taken by those who are walking according to the
Spirit. This faithful obedience is characteristic of
a wise virgin. They are eating the bread of heaven
which is the provision for the journey of
salvation that belongs to entering rest. It is the
anointed bread of heaven.

Can I encourage you that it is not enough just to
hear the word? Faith does come by hearing, but
we need to exercise faith through obedience. We
have to move beyond just hearing the word and
apply ourselves to it by considering it. It is an
eating proposition. Think about a steak on a plate
in front of you: If you do not put it in your mouth,
it does not matter your proximity to it. It is not
going into your tummy. The Holy Spirit is not
going to bring to remembrance the things which
you have heard if you have not eaten it. It is not
like just because you are here and something was
said, that the Spirit is going to, in a moment, light
it up to you. It is because you are eating the bread.
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Remember that bread is Spirit and life. It is not
Spirit to you if you do not eat it.

In the last ten minutes, I want to talk about the
travail now of the bride and the travail of the
presbytery. This has all been about what a
worthy household looks like. It looks like a
household that has been recovered to prayer -
prayer by the Spirit, enabling intercession and
travail. Households becoming worthy through
prayer are necessary for their fellowship from
house to house as part of the bride of Christ and
for obtaining a double-portion of oil as part of a
wise virgin company. This is important to
recognise for we are unable to meet in the
fellowship of the Spirit without sanctification in
our households including in our marriages and
extended families. Did you catch that point? Just
because you have a meal with someone does not
mean you are connected as a worthy house to
their house. Worthy houses are connected from
house to house because they are first worthy.
Because the culture that belongs to the bride of
Christ is already the culture of their household,
which is a praying fellowship.

A local network of worthy houses described in
the Scriptures as an elect lady will be praying
together as part of a travailing bride. We learnt
from David on Saturday that the bride of Christ
is presently praying or travailing by the Spirit in
this manner, travailing to bring forth a manchild
- praying and travailing as a community to bring
forth a manchild. The manchild is the worldwide
presbytery that will be seated on the 24 thrones
to rule the nations with a rod of iron. We know
this because when the manchild is brought forth,
it is caught up to God and His throne.

I want to talk a little bit about our prayer
meetings. We see that the focus of our prayer
travail as a bride company both in our prayer
meetings and then in our agape meals...
(remember the four foundations of the agape
meal: the apostles doctrine, fellowship, breaking
of bread and prayer) ...The focus of our travail as
a bride company in our prayer meetings and our
agape fellowship is to see and believe for the
emergence of a mature and fruitful presbytery
that has power over the nations to proclaim the
gospel of God and to establish the Father’s
kingdom throughout all the earth. What does

this look like? What is this travail as a
community going to look like?

In the first instance, it is the travail of a
community of believers who are identified... (I
am quoting now Revelation 1 verse 9)
identified as ‘companions in the tribulation and
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ’ The
beginning point is not everyone praying for this
group called the presbytery. It is firstly
identifying that you are a companion of this. That
is a travail. A ‘companion in the tribulation and
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ’ and then
recognising that we are households who are
overcoming Satan. We remember the picture that
we saw understanding that the bride is in travail.
There is a dragon waiting for the child and its
tail (the tail of the dragon) is swinging and taking
a third of the stars. The stars are light-bearers.
How was Satan overcome? He is overcome by the
blood of the Lamb, by the word of our testimony,
and by the culture of offering that lays down life
to reveal another in worthy houses.

The travail of the bride that overcomes the tail is
actually all of us in our houses committed to the
process through which we are all being made
worthy and growing to firstfruits. Every presbyter
is part of a household. Can you see that the
beginning of the travail of the bride is not for a
group distant from the bride? It is 7n the bride.
She is pregnant. A// of us should be travailing
like this. A// of us should be overcoming by the
blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony
and loving not our lives to the death. Satan is
overcome by this. Are you rejoicing? You are part
of the travail to bring forth this manchild because
you are a household.

These houses that are growing to firstfruits
because they are worthy are the 144,000 - that
double-portion company. Some are emerging
according to their sanctification as presbyters.
The point I am making is that presbytery has to
grow up also as firstfruits.

Now for a presbytery household, this should be
happening as we are within the presbytery and
within our houses overcoming all the doctrines
and the influence of Satan that Jesus addressed
in the seven churches. Those letters were written
to the angels of those churches. We do have to
understand the issue to do with collegiality. We
do have to understand the issues to do with
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Balaam. We do have to deal with the matters to
do with Jezebel. We do have to deal with the
doctrine and deeds of the Nicolaitans. These are
the tail of Satan. Unless we are joined to the
death, burial and resurrection that belongs to
offering in the presbytery to see something new
come forth, we will be taken with that tail. That
is the travail to bring forth this company.

Now a congregation (I am talking to us as a
whole congregation, that is maturing spiritually
together as a bride) will embrace the ministry of
the Spirit; will receive the washing of the water
by the word; and will avail themselves of the life
of God in the blood of Christ through fellowship
in His offering and sufferings. Their maturity (I
am talking now as a whole congregation), our
maturity enables us to set messengers apart for
the work to which the Holy Spirit is sanctifying
them. We see this principle exemplified in the
church at Antioch. I love this because it says the
whole church ministered to the Lord and were
fasting and praying. This is a travailing church.
As they are doing that (they ministered to the
Lord and they were fasting), the Holy Spirit said
(Who is the One who is enabling the travail of
the bride? The Holy Spirit), ‘Set apart for Me [this
is bringing forth a messenger administration]
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them. Then again having fasted and prayed
they laid hands on them and they sent them
forth’

Can we as a community of believers begin to
pray in the Holy Spirit together to see this word
and those who are to proclaim it set forth for that
work? That is the mark of your maturity as a
network of worthy houses - that you are
committed to that. The bride is to be in travail
for the establishment of this ministry like Paul.
We as a presbytery are asking you to pray for us.

Can you see I have done a progression here? I
have started with the fact that we are all
supposed to be travailing as worthy houses. Then
we are looking to see firstfruits emerge. Then we
as a community are able to set apart those the
Holy Spirit has asked to do a particular work.
Now as a presbytery, we are asking you to pray
as a community in a particular way. This is
Ephesians 6 verses 18 to 19. We are asking those
who belong to elect ladies to pray this. ‘Praying
always [as worthy houses] with the prayer and

supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this
end with all perseverance and supplication for all
the saints and for us’ Can you see that your
travail and your prayer is part of bringing forth
this administration? What are we praying for in
terms of for the presbytery? ‘That utterance may
be given to us that we may open our mouths
boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel’
That is to understand and proclaim the gospel of
God.

I will finish on this last point. The work of
messengers who belong to the fellowship of a
presbytery is to make known by the Spirit the
mystery of God. We have been labouring day and
night, which has included repentance in terms of
our former understandings and gospels and
former practices to understand the gospel of God
which is the mystery of Christ. That has been our
labour, and we are asking you to join that labour
too. The work of messengers who belong to the
fellowship of the presbytery is to make known
by the Spirit the mystery of God. They are
declaring the details of Yahweh’s covenant
purpose which is to make men in the image and
likeness of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This
is the revelation of the name of the Father, the
name of the Son and the name of the Holy Spirit.

As presbyters who are committed to this travail,
who have given ourselves to this labour and to
understand and search these things out, we are
praying for you, that you might receive this as a
double-portion. Our prayer is the same as Paul’s.
Paul asked the church to pray for the presbytery.
The presbytery is praying for you this way. This
is Ephesians 3 verses 14 to 21. ‘For this reason, I
bow my knees...” Those who belong to the
presbytery are learning to serve in weakness and
meekness. That is the demeanour of a prayer on
their knees. ‘For this reason I bow my knees to
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom
the whole family in heaven and earth is named,
that He would grant you according to the riches
of His glory, to be strengthened with might
through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able
to comprehend with all the saints, what is the
width and length and depth and height - to know
the love of Christ, which passes knowledge; that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God’
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The work of Christ’s presbytery administration,
which is presently seven stars in His right hand
and which will move to 24 thrones around the
throne of the Father, is to give this knowledge
and fellowship to the saints as a double-portion
of oil. This is my final point. The first portion of
oil is receiving the initiative of God towards you.
That is the knowledge. The second portion of oil
is you abiding in God and that knowledge being
ministered from you and from your house as the
seven Spirits of God as a river of life
demonstrating understanding. That is the
double-portion of oil. It is knowledge and
understanding in the mystery of God. You are to
exemplify that individually as a couple and as
households. And we are to be this as the church
to the whole world.

We thank the Lord for His word, and I do
commend you to this travail: to join the travail of
the Spirit in this season that the gospel may be
made clear and may be unhindered in our
families and then as we are communicating it to
other houses.
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